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E Superman’s superb NBI chief, agents makeup; Peers won'tcensure Don’t rejoice, jihad 
: updatehumanizes Palace warns officials about Iñiguez; Palace, CBCP willgoon,BinLaden | 
D gomics” mythology airing dirty linen in public on collision course tells Bush in new audio 


Best bets for PNP chief: : Furniture made in Cebu 
We're buddies, not rivals PHILIPPINE DAILY scores in World Cup play 


By Luige A. del Puerto By Nikko Dizon 
and Norman Bordadora 1 
THE WAY THE CONCERNED PARTIES TELL IT, 
there is no lobbying or fighting for the top post of 
‘the Philippine National Police, which Director Gen- 
eral Arturo Lomibao will vacate when he retires 
next week 

Interior Secretary Ronaldo Puno yesterday 


THE PHILIPPINES MAY NOT HAVE A HOME TEAM 
playing at the Fifa World Cup, but the ever-creative 
Filipino has managed to score a goal in Germany, 
‘with beautiful handwoven furniture made in Cebu. 

BALANCED s, FEARLESS VIEWS Germany football team s staying at Berlin's plush 
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Anti-graft 
probers of 
‘Mega’ deal 
cites Borra 


By Nelson F Flores 


THE OFFICE OF THE 
Ombudsman yesterday 
said it had reached “fac- 
tual findings” that could 


а AN make Election Commis- 
ks ees than La s td E du i 

REPLICA OF RIZAL MONUMENT IN MADRID: Escorted by Madrid Mayor Alberto МАМО A MANO. President Arroyo. receives a beaming welcome from King Juan Carlos | of Sion Resureccion Bor- 
Ruiz Gallardon (left) and her husband Jose Miguel Arroyo, President Arroyolaysa Spain upon her arrival Thursday night at the royal office in the Palacio dela Zarzuela in. ra subject to impeach- 
floral offering at the foot of the Rizal Monument at the Avenida de las Islas Filipinas. Madrid She's in Spain for a two-day official vi waxwwwsmoro ment over the P1.3-bil- 


lion Mega-Pacific com- 


From colonizers to tourists: DOT lures Spaniards to КР sesion deal bu 


left it up to Congress to 

By Armand N. Nocum them back, also by sea—to in- leave their country for interna- Germans who come to the Philip- egation'strip to Spain had afford- i 
vadeandexplorethePhilippines tional travels yearly. pines followed by he British and ed the Filipinos a chance to make launch the proceedings 

MADRID, SPAIN (VIA PLDT) Key diving sites, atleast as scuba 1л a press briefing at the Gran Russian national, the latter com: arrangements with airlines and against him. 

—They came by sea 485 years divers. Hotel Canarias, Durano said that prising the “fastest growing” tour operators to offer attractive тһе other officials of the Com- 
ago and ruled the country for “Неге in Europe, we play as of the two million scuba diving group of foreign arrivals. dive and travel “packages” tO mission on Elections, including 
Ee centuries. Stil despite the niche player" Tourism Secretary Spaniards, only about 8,000 һай Durano is one of the Cabinet Spaniards, chairman Benjamin Abalos Sr. 
Historie ties, only few Spaniards Joseph “Ace” Durano said of the been coming to the Philippines теп in the SS-member delega- „Durano, who also chairs the аге still under investigation in 
historic ties, ОМУ former colony DOT strategy to focus on attract- yearly “with minimal interven- tion accompanying President Philippine Commission on Sports connection with the deal, assis- 
to visitas tourists img Spain’ two million “ош- tion and engagement” from the Macapagal-Arroyo in her week. Scuba Diving, said the triphadal- tant Ombudsman Maik Jalan 

Now, 108 years after the bound" scubadivers tothe Philip- government long official trip to Rome and so enabled the delegation to donitold a news conference. 
Spaniards left, the Department pines, instead of trying to lure all Не said the number was a pit Madrid, “bombard” Spanish divers with "The Supreme Court voided the 
GF Tourism is planning to lure of the 10 million Spaniards who tance compared to the 50000 Durano said the Philippine del- FROMCOLONIZERS/AIS deal two-and-half years ago on 


grounds that the Comelec disre- 


1 * garded the law and its bidding 
acquiao: Hiero trom. ood-an -guts Ае musei те 
Contract to automate the count- 
ing f ballots to Mega-Pacific eSo- 
By Recah Trinidad heofthewindyhairand eyesoflive the millionth, in his honor: Before Pacquiao, 27, jolted the seismo- lutions Inc. The Comelec and 
coal, was fireless, flickering. Sick. — this, he had howled like a killer graph of world boxing as though Mega-Pacific have denied any 
He bed to wobble back o his wind inside the boxing arena to he had gained the purifying nod of wrongdoing. 
Р yd chauffer-driven sports utility че. topple a living monument to the the gods on Olympus. Actually, Тһе high tribunal had given the 
pedi available in major book- Біде, in front of the vintage-1930 sport, a Mexican boxing legend what Pacquiao captured in thatbig Ombudsman until June 30- or 
San Rizal Memorial Stadium in Mani- that had never been knocked out boutin Las Vegas was not a crown. yesterday—to resolve its probe in- 
HE WAS A WARRIOR WHO aontothelapofhiswifealove- before. Te was the WBC International su- to the liability of any officia. 
fought his biggest battle and won. ly mestiza. Long live Manny Pacquiao, last per featherweight belt, awarded Тһе Ingumer called Borras 
rence he штей info the Бопу there was one final name often mispronounced ob. tofightersranked 1chorlowerby cellphone several times totryand 
most recognizable, most salable round to go. scenely (PAC-QUEOOU) by inter- the world boxing body. get his reaction but it appeared to 
face in the Philippines, county of _ So he dragged on and’ parked national broadcasters. ‘There were also many other Fil- be off. 
his birth. But tonight, the winner, by another celebration, maybe With the sensational stoppage, PACQUIAO/ A9 COMELEC/A9 


КОЛО SUBIC КАРЕ TRIAL Bush military 
solons slow | Forensic doc fields < tribunals 


on the draw 


ss» | questions as ‘expert — illegal, rules 
SRO еее Beales cutie US high court 


draw. Smith, and Francisco Rodrigo, 
‘Since some of the con- LAWYERS FOR THE US counsel for Staff Sgt. Chad Car- Й d WASHINGTON--IN A SHARP REBUKE 
gressmen and government | Marines accused in the Subic pentier, of President George W. Bush's tactics in 
officials were paying their. rapecasehadtriedtogetoneof Тһе two other defense lawyers the war on terrorism, the US Supreme 
‘own way, they wereslowto | the country’s leading forensic аге Jose Justiniano for Lance Cpl Court on Thursday (Friday in Manila) 
ask for the bill and took experts as their witness—but Keith Silkwood and Enrico Uye- struck down as illegal the military tri- 
even longer to draw their. lawyers for the Filipino com- hara for Lance Cpl. Dominic Du- bunal system set up to try Guantanamo 
wallets and pay for dinner, plainant beat them to it. plantis, prisoners. б 
Bukidnon Rep. Juan This was disclosed yesterday Formoso and Rodrigo did not Д By а 5-3 vote, the nation’s highest 
Miguel Zubiri saidthiswas | in court by the sought-after wit- deny Fortun's statement, but said court declared that the tribunals, which 
‘one indication that con- ness herself, Dr. Raquel Fortun, her disclosure might be tanta- » Bush created right after the Sept. 11 at- 
gressmen and governors, who said she had “committed” mount to a breach of profe-sional tacks, violated the Geneva Conventions 
who are part of the Presi- herself to the prosecution about ethics. and US military rules. 
dent's 55-тап delegation, а month before the law firms of Judge Benjamin Pozon, how- | ‘The ruling, consisting of six separate 
Were nothere on anall-ex- | two of the defense lawyers ap- ever, said he did not “see any- | agg opinions totaling more than 175 pages, 
| 


(The following is excerpted from 
the book “Pacific Storm” by the au- 


pense-paid junket. proached her, thing wrong with thar” be- restricted Bush's wartime powers in one 

Some of the officials, like "The hearing at the Makati Re- cause there had been no formal |8 T! К of the most significant cases since World 
the Bukidnon congressman, | gional Trial Court took an amus- engagement reached or con- ПИ War it, й 

were personally paying for’ | ing tumn hen she named thetwo  sultation held between Fortun  NOTORALLIES AND FLOWERS. Afer dispersing the “We conclude that the military com 

their own expenses. For ev- defense lawyers—both of them and the lawyers. |. College Editors Guild ralliers who placed awreath at the mission convened to try (Salim Ahmed) 

rootLoose/ais | present—as Benjamin Formoso, Statue of Don Chino Roces, acop alsa disperses thelrwreath, Hamdan lacks power to proceed be 

E 5 BUSH/AIS 
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Palace, CBCP on collision course 


j Michael Lim Ubac and Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


“MALACANANG AND CONGRESSIONAL LEADERS 
“yesterday deplored the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
Ë the Philippines’ open support for the direct in- 
iolvement of Caloocan Bishop Deogracias Iñiguez in 
the impeachment drive against President Macapa- 
"gal-Arroyo, saying it was tantamount to issuing a 
‘hallenge to Ms Arroyo's rule. 
Жа green light for the Churchs Church, especially those who gen- 
eddling in politics," said House uinely believe that the President won 
“Deputy Speaker for Mindanao Gerry the 2004 elections. сезели 
Salapuddin. “There are still people out there RS VISIT PDI 
Rep. Douglas Cagas of Davao del who are pro-GMA, who are at least | Philippine Daily Inquirer senior vice president for sales and marketing Rene R. Reinoso (front row, Sth from right), together with PDI 
у шй the CBCP’ tolerance of 35 percent of the population based | circulation officers and field supervisors welcome 50 of the biggest newsdealers in Metro Manila who visited the Inquirer office recently, 
{Tiigued's filing of an impeachment on the survey, whose beliefs are af- | Leading the newsdealers were Print Media Dealers Organization (PMDO) Chair Danilo Jose, Marikina Chapter President Eulogio 
трак against the President was fected because they believe in ет | Alfonso and Makati Chapter President Eduardo Sinajon. The Inquiten supported the 2nd Print Media Dealers Organization convention 
dear violation’ of the consi. stand. The Church staking thisasif | held atthe Development Academy of the Philippines Conference Center in Tagaytay City. 
önal provision on the separation of this was an issue of morality ога 
Téfurch and State. fight between good and evil which it 
The CBCP is “becoming a political is not,” Defensor said. 


ОН зонта Lagdameo rejects Palace call to sanction Iniguez 


RUDY ESPERAS 


in their position and that they are 
{bar the separation of Church and committing no sin,” he said. , Я Р 
ee druide ашышы» ЙБ pagal-Arroyo. with CBCP satements on Politics and be a bunch of thieves’ 


|, PDI Visayas Bureau In а two-page statement, CBCP Moral Values,” said Lagdameo. Lagdameo said Iniguez quoted 
‘regarded by Church leaders. Join the already swollen ranks of the President and Jaro ArchbishopAngel Lagdameo said that inthe encycli- this statement in presenting his per- 
ILOILO” CITY—THE CATHOLIC Lagdameo said Iniguez’s action falls cal of Pope Benedict ХМ, a copy of sonal position siding with the 
Bishops Conference of the Ph win the reachings of the Church which was given ro thePresident, the Kapisanan ng — Makabansang 
Te à pines (CBCP) has rejected Mala- and was his personal option pontiff said: "The just ordering of so- Ekonomiya (KME). 
fig of some of Bs кй н than them,” Defensor said. Тойапу сай to sanction Bishop De. _  ... The СВОР specs Bishop ety and the state is a central re- "Не clearly states that he is not 
‘Gagas, who is the vice chair of the " Salapuddin Mud the СВОР ogracias Iniguez for joining opposi- Iniguez personal option and wil not sponsibility of politics. As St. Augus. bringing the CBCP in this personal 
Se асое = Lie CE He was to ВЕ Son goupsnfiinganinpeacnent розеола Malacaang the cee said, a state which isnot ордоп regarding the issue of im- 
=F Yiiguez last Wednesday Вей the E iaro sel political pica complaint against President Maca- tosandionhimbecausehealsoagres governed according to justice would peachment," said Lagdameo. 

“iid impeachmerit complaint tobe “Theresa thin line that separates 
‘Aled at the House of Representatives this responsibility to purely political That should be their priorty"hesaid. tional," he said. gation so we'l finally know thetruth the encyclical, which is considered 
Элле last five days. The CBCP de- partisan activities like fling an im- Undeterred, Iñiguez yesterday ВШ whether whether or not the about the allegations” that she ma- ап infallible teaching of the Pope. 
Жава his action, bolstering the be- peachment complaint against the warmed the counny could find itself people would want to take to the  nipulated the results of the 2004 But Iñiguez claimed Malacaang 

GÉ that anti-Arroyo sentiment in the President as what Bishop Iniguezdid in the midst of another people power streets was another question, he elections. merely lifted excerpts that would suit 

“Church was on the rise. this week,” he said. EA scenario if the new impeachment said. Macalafiang earlier appeared to із political interest. 

Sin Malacafiang, Chief of Staff — Byspendingmoreoftheirtimeon complaints are again junked by the Iniguez said he was willing to be have found a weapon against  “Iwould nothave pushed through 
"Michael Defensor expressed concem worldly matters ike politics, Defen- House. subjected to senutiny to determine Iñiguez in the Deus Caritas Est (God with the impeachment complaint 
‘over the increasing participation of sor said Church leaders are left with "е might come to the point when whether his deviated from Catholic is Love) encyclical of Pope Benedict һай I known that 1 would be violat- 
‘Church leaders in partisan politics very little time to address the spiritu- the step that we need is no longer doctrine. м. ing the encyclical,” he said. 

‘which he said has unfairly tumed al needs of the faithful. written in the Constitution,” Iñiguez “1 have no problem about any Ms Arroyo, who visited the Vati- — He invited the public to read the 
Spéliccal debate in the counuyinto“a “When they involve themselves in said at the weekly Kapihan sa News- scrutiny if that would make them can last week, was given а copy of full text of Item 28 of the encyclical, 
light between good and evil.” partisan politics like impeachment, desk in Quezon City happy, Tm not bothered at all," he the encyclical which Malacafang which defines the role of the Church 
$222 Defensor said the perceived med- thar is not good especially ifthe bish- "Ви Jet us keep іп mind of the said. said spelled out the separation be- and the State on matters of justice. 
dling ofthe Church in politcal affairs орз owm congregation have pressing wider interpretation of the Constitu- Ви he said the President should tween Church and State principle. 

опір members of. the,, problems that have robe adresse. y ton. People payee ill cpg аво “finally open herself о js 


StSomethingmustbe done to cor- opposition, there are more than 
Даг this. The Church should lead the enough бот the opposition to fle 
"way in correcting the partisan poli- the impeachment complaint other 
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SC orders Sandigan: 
Continue Danding trial 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


THE SUPREME COURT HAS OR- 
dered the Sandiganbayan to pro- 

ceed with the trial of one of the 

civil cases against businessman 

Eduardo Cojuangco involving the. 
acquisition of shares in San 
Miguel Corp. 

.. The Supreme Court en banc al- 
"so denied the petition for a tempo- 
"ary restraining order by the Pr 
‘dential Commission on Good Gov- 
ептеп: to stop the anti-graft 
court from proceeding with the 
"ease while the SC resolves an ear- 
lier PCGG petition challenging ће 
‘sundiganbayan's denial of а mo- 
Hon for partial summary judg- 
ment of the civil case in question. 

* Civil Case 0033-F is one of eight 
coconut levy cases that the gov- 

xnment filed against Cojuangco, 

стопу of the late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos who made the con- 
troversial businessman the ad- 
ministrator of the forced tax on 
the country's coconut farmers. 

» The cases revolve around the 
estimated P100 billion coconut 
Jevy funds collected from the 
"small coconut farmers during 
martial law which, the govern- 
ment alleged, were used by Mar- 


cos, Cojuangco and their associ- 
ates to buy shares in 82 corpora- 
tions, including the United Co- 
conut Planters Bank, its sub- 
sidiaries and 51 percent of San 
Miguel Corp. At present, the se- 
questered San Miguel shares are 
valued at about P50 billion. 

The high tribunal said the 
PCGG failed to prove that there 
was an urgent need for a tempo- 
rary restraining order. 

‘The PCGG claimed that the TRO 
was needed as the continuation of 
the civil case would become unnec- 
essary should the court decide in ће 
PCGG favor its petition against the 
Sandiganbayan ruling on йв motion 
for summary judgment. 

But the high court said the 
PCGG's claim was speculative. 

“The ground on which it bases 
its urgent motion is the alleged 
futility of proceeding with the tri 
al of the case. This assertion, 
however is speculative, anchored 
on the mere supposition that the 
petition would be decided in its 
favor,” the high tribunal said. 

The Supreme Cour: also noted 
that even before the РССС sought 
the TRO, the Sandiganbayan had 
suspended proceedings in the cil 
case even in the absence of any TRO. 
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Espinosa killers get life terms 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


AFTER 17 YEARS OF INQUIRY, SEVEN 
judges and five deaths among the 12 accused, 
the search for justice for slain former con- 
gressthan Moises Espinosa Sr. finally drew to 
a close yesterday. 

Judge Manuel Victorio of the Makati City Re- 
gional Trial Court Branch 141 yesterday meted 
the guilty verdict on former Masbate vice mayor 
Florencio Femandez Jr and gunman Jimmy 
Cabarles for the killing of Espinosa on March 
17,1989 at the Masbate City airport. 

Both were sentenced to life imprisonment. 

"We are happy that for 17 years and [seven] 
judges have passed, justice has been served. A 
lot has been asking if there's still justice in the 
Philippines. But [for us], June 30 is the day 
when justice [existed] said Mark Espinosa, 
who was only 17 when his father was killed. 

In a 30-page decision, the court ordered 
Fernandez and Cabarles "jointly and several- 
ly" to pay the heirs of Espinosa P1 million for 
actual damages, P50,000 for moral damages 
and P300,000 for the lawyer's fees. 

They were also directed to pay the heirs of 
Espinosa's security aides Gaspar Amaro, 
‘Artemio Fuentes and Antonio Cortez 
P100,000 each. 

Fernandez was not present during the pro- 
mulgation yesterday. He was reportedly suf- 
fering from severe hypertension, said his 
counsel, Romeo Sese, who presented a medi- 
cal certificate to the judge. 

Cabarles, on the other hand, has been re- 
ported dead, but mot after he executed a 
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sworn statement at Camp Crame on Sept. 5, 
1989. The court, however, declined to dismiss 
his case as his lawyer failed to present to the 
court his death certificate. 

Espinosa's counsel Alfredo Ligon requested 
the court to immediately issue warrants of ar- 
rest and hold departure orders against Fer- 
nandez and Cabarles. 

"The decades-old murder case tried 12 people, 
majority of them political rivals of the Espinosas. 

‘Also accused in the case were former Mas- 
bate Mayor Susana Lim, her father Vicente Lim 
Sr, former Masbate Rep. Antonio Kho, former 
Masbate OIC governor Julio “Jolly” Fernandez 
(older brother of Florencio), provincial board 
member Nonilon Bagalihog, former Uson, 
Masbate mayor Nestor Lim, then Masbate 
provincial commander Jaime Liwanag and 
Ronnie Femandez, who allegedly assisted 
Cabarles escape after the killing. Others ac- 
cused were Zaldy Dumalag and Rene Tualla. 

Jolly Fernandez was assassinated in 1992. 
Nestor Lim also died in 2003, although court 
records did not disclose the cause of his 
death. Kho, on the other hand, was acquitted 
in September last year. 


Susana and Vicente Lim, though identified 
as among the slay plotters, were granted im- 
munity after turning into state witnesses. 

Liwanag was also reported dead but the di 
fense panel failed to produce his death certi 
cate during the trial. But he was acquitted 
yesterday along with Bagalihog and Du- 
malag, who was also said to have died, for 
lack of “competent and sufficient” evidence 
against them. 

‘Meanwhile, the cases against Ronnie Fer- 
nandez and Talla, who remain at large, were 
archived. 

The court promulgation yesterday was 
emotional for Espinosa's daughter, ABS-CBN 
vice president for corporate affairs Maloli 
Manalastas. 

When the court read out the verdict, Man- 
alastas cried as her youngest brother, Mark held 
her hand and comforted her. But she left the 
courtroom right after the decision was read. 

Mark hoped that justice would also be served 
in the killing of his brother, Masbate City mayor. 
Moises Espinosa Jr, who was gunned down by 
five assassins while attending a fiesta in Baran- 
gay Bantigue in Masbate in 2001. 


Cops eye political rivalry 
in Albano murder in QC 


By Villamor Visaya Jr. 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
and DJ Yap 


ILAGAN, ISABELA—POLICE IN CAGAYAN 
Valley are not discounting the possibility that 
a political rival may have been involved in the 


| assassination of Mayor Delfinito Albano оп 


June 27 in Quezon City. 
Chief Supt. Jefferson Soriano, regional po- 


1. lice director, said among the leads they were 


pursuing included pending cases and the po- 
litical rivalry between Albano and Isabela 
board member Jesus Cruz Jr. 

"Even Albano's [rivalry with Cruz] is being 
probed to shed light on the killing. Everything 
is being considered as the Quezon City police. 
are closely working with us to solve the case," 
Soriano said. 

Cruz, however, downplayed his possible in- 
volvement, claiming he was innocent. "This is 
all part of the police investigation. However, 
they should [investigate] all angles to clear 
the names of the innocent. Do their job well 
and I will support them," he told the Inquirer. 

Cruz ran for mayor in 2001 but lost to Albano. 

In 2004, Albano was reelected mayor while 
Cruz was elected board member of the first 
district in Isabela. 

‘The conflict between the two worsened this 
year when Cruz pushed to evict the llagan gov- 
emment offices from the Isabela provincial 


THe Dany 
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Saturday, July 1, 2006 
12th Week in Ordinary Time 

Blessed Junipero Serra 
AstReading: Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19 
Gospel: Matthew 8:5-17 

When Jesus entered Capernaum, an army 
captain approached him to ask his help, “Sit, 
| my servant lies sick ат home. He is paralyzed 

suffers terribly" Jesus said to him, “Iwill 
come and heal him." 

‘The captain answered, “Iam not worthy to 
have you under my roof. Just give an order 
and my boy will be healed. For I myself, a ju- 
nior officer, give orders to my soldiers. And if 
I say to one: ‘Go,’ he goes, and if I say to an- 
other: ‘Come,’ he comes, and to my servant: 
"Do this,’ he does it.” 

When Jesus heard this he was astonished 
and said to those who were following him, "I 
tell you, I have not found such faith in Israel. 1 
say to you, many will come from east and 
west and sit down with Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob at the feast in the kingdom of heaven; 
but the heirs of the kingdom will be thrown 
‘out into the darkness; there they will wail and 
grind their teeth.” 

Then Jesus said to the captain, “Go home 
now. As you believed, so let it be.” And at that 
‘moment his servant was healed. 

Jesus went to Peter's house and found Pe- 
ters mother-in-law in bed with fever. He took 
her by the hand and the fever left her; she got 
up and began to wait on him. 

Towards evening they brought to Jesus 
many possessed by evil spirits, and with a 
word he drove out the spirits. He also healed. 
all who were sick. In doing this he fulfilled 
‘what was said by the prophet Isaiah: He bore 
our infirmities and took on himself our dis- 
Commentary 

This is the lamentation prayer of the 
prophets who were not heeded as history swal- 
lows up the temple, Jerusalem and the people 
who were not faithful. They cry to God for 
hope, for healing, and call (ће people to pour 
‘out their hearts and change. How strong is our 
faith and hope in God? 

‘A Roman centurion comes to Jesus and says, 
"Command my servant to be healed." As a lead- 
ег he knows the power of the word and he 
‘amazes Jesus with his faith. 

When was the last time we amazed Jesus 
| with our obedience to his word and expression 

of faith in our deeds? 
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museum and library. The local government 
had been holding office there after the munici- 
pal ball burned down in November 2004. 

In Quezon City, meanwhile, investigators 
could not find any solid evidence to pin down 
the mastermind. 

“All the evidence we have so far is circum- 
stantial, so we cannot revealythe persons we 
suspect to be involved," said SPO3 Demos- 
thenes Rebancos of the Quezon City Police 
District criminal investigation division. 

Police also remained in the dark about the 
identity of the person Albano was supposed to 
meet on Tuesday night. Relatives earlier said 
someone had called the mayor after 10 p.m. and 
asked to meet him somewhere in the Scout area. 

But on the way, he was stopped by three 
men wearing bonnets who shot him repeated- 
ly inside the Villa Estela Poolside Bar and Cafe 
at the corner of Scout Santiago and Dr. Laz- 
cano Streets in Barangay Laging Handa. 

“He told no one in the family about that 
person or their planned meeting place. It was 
probably a personal thing,” Rebancos said. 

He added that there was still no feedback 
from Globe Telecom, from which they had 
sought help in tracking down the last person 
who called Albano on his mobile phone. 

QCPD.CID chief Supt. Procopio Lipana re- 
fused to divulge details of the investigation, 
saying only that he was "optimistic" the police 
would be able to solve the case. 


Gov't troops fire 
howitzers at 
MILF positions 


By Jeoffrey Maitem, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


COTABATO CITY—ARMY GUNNERS YESTER- 
day fired howitzers at positions of Moro rebels 
in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao, hours after in- 
ternational peace monitors left the area, the 
rebels said. 

‘About 300 families have fled their homes in. 
thewake ofthe fighting. • 

The military carried out the shelling at 
around 3 p.m., firing 10 rounds, but there 
‘were no casualties, spokesperson Eid Kabalu 
of the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) 
told the Inquire by phone. 

"The oun called the military to verify the MILF 
report but military phones jus kept on ringing. 

Maguindanao police chief Senior Supt. 
Lumala Gunting said dozens of rebels had died 
since the firefight started on Wednesday and 
that the government had suffered no fatalities. 

Kabalu said 17 militiamen and three rebels 
had been killed. He said no soldier was in- 
volved in the actual assault but the military 
had provided howitzer support. 

There was no independent confirmation of the 
casualties because members of the ceasefire pan- 
els, together with the peace monitors, had difficul- 
ty getting tothe area, according to Reuters. 

The clashes started Wednesday when, ac- 
cording to the police, the rebels opened fire on 
policemen trying to serve arrest warrants on 
two MILF commanders allegedly responsible 
for last Friday's deadly blast in Shariff Aguak. 


Л *j 
Correction 


IN THE JUNE 26 issue, the article "Fil- 
ipinos out in the cold amid World Cup 
fever" on page Al misstated the year 
South Korea and Japan co-hosted an edi- 
tion of the World Cup. The said countries 
co-hosted the 2002—not 2004—edition. 

Readers may send their requests for correc: 
tion of factual errors in writ fo the Day 

esk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Makati Ciy, fax Nos. 897-47-93/94; e-mail 
dares: daydeskeonaquercom ph 

Complaints abut ack of fairness or objec. 
tivi may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tirol, read 
ers advocate, email address: readersadvo: 
Оше@илашгессот. ph or fax Nos, 897-47 
93/94, Aim: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
number is 397-8808 Local 342. 
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DENR seeks custody of seized ivory | .—: 5 


By Blanche S. Rivera. 


THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND 
‘Natural Resources is seeking custody of the ivory ^ m 

ses e tusis and sape fom the tusks я j ( JULY 1 to JULY 7, 2006 

seized by operatives of the Bureau of Customs ig ase 
from a religious shop in Manila last month. N [ ч, 

DENRS Primo Capistrano said they have asked ` 
the Bureau of Customs to tum over the tusks and E 
the ivory statues believed to have been produced." А тА UN 
from a large shipment of elephant tusks appre- 
hended last year which had gone missing. 

The BoC, however, balked, saying they would 
tum over the tusks next week when the BoC 
wraps up its investigation into how 6,000 kilos of 
tusks disappeared from the Asian Terminals Inc. 
where they had been kept. 

"They said they were stil investigating, so they 
need to keep the tusks, and that we did not need 
to formalize our request for custody" Capistrano, 
a member of the multi-agency team investigating 
the disappearance of the shipment, said in а re- 
cent interview. 

‘The DENR, through the protected Areas and 
"Wildlife Bureau, is the accredited custodian of all 
traded wildlife as mandated by the Convention 
оп Illegal Trade of Endangered Species of flora 
and fauna. 

The DENR, which is also doing a separate in- 
vestigation into the entry of an unusually large 
shipment of elephant tusks in the Philippines, is 
hoping to receive the 
ivory images and tusks 
from the BoC next 
week. 

Two shipments of 
tusks were apprehend- 
ed last year, one at the 
Ninoy Aquino Interna- 
tional Airport and an- 
other at the South Har- 
bor The ones at the 
Naia remain intact, but 
of the 6,000 kilos sup- 
posedly atthe ATI, only 
two elephant tusks and 
а pair of rhinoceros 
horns are what remain 
of the shipment. 

Joint operatives of 
the BoC and the Na- 
tional Anti-Environ- 
mental Crime Task 
Force (NAECTF) con- 
fiscated 94 different 
images made from f ^ ae 
ivory, 35 pieces oftusks $ 7 Ы T ў е евон 
and 81 kilos of scrap 
from the used tusks at 
the Our Lady of Man- А 
асар religious shop in 2 2 = 
Sta. Cruz, Manila оп ] блм зоб, 
June 6. - 

The seized items 
were believed to have 
been made from the 
сна ов 3 e 2 \ NIVEA FACIAL FOAM 
that were reported » FOR MEN 100G 
eS, 4 ше. 112.00 
‘South Harbor in May. 

“Repeatedly ме 
asked them to allow us 
to make physical in- 
ventory, but they did 
not agree,” DENR-NCR 
regional technical di- 
rector Perfecta Hino- 
 josa said. 

She, however, said 
that out of courtesy to 
a government agency, 
the DENR was leaving 
it up to the BoC to in- 
vestigate its own peo- 
ples liability for the z 3 \ 

ue E : à Ton han тоом 
elieved to have * REG, PRICE: Р 188.50 
been sourced from & Mo B 
Africa, the tusks could fi 
fetch up to $100 per ki- 
lo, according to the 
DENR. 
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ad es q VEA SHVNO FOAM 
Force) has to ascertain и ЕИ, 
the source of the tusks 1 | E ГА у 
through DNA testing,” , 
Hinojosa said. 

‘She said the Lusaka ” 
‘Task Force, which ar- 
rived in ће Philippines 
last month to ook into 
the qe sis hipe ^ Tho 2006-2007 PLDT Metro Manila Directories have invaded the metro! Loaded with new features 
ples of the tusks to a and sections, the most comprehensive and organized listings of products and services are now available. 
laboratory in Oregon. 

The Philippines is 
being eyed as a new 
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One of Eight (8) “PHILIPPINE DREAM CITIES” 
according to the Institute for Solidarity in Asia (ISA) 


One of the Philippines’ Twenty (20) : 
"Most Competitive Cities" and "Pinoy Cities 0n the Rise" 
of the. Asian Institute of Management Policy Center 


We Salute 

LIM TIENG SU (CIA LIM) (Posthumous)/ Most Distinguised 
Tagbilaranon// ONG GUAT/ Business//PILLARS OF THE CITY///HANS 
SCHOOF/ ANTONIO ALDEGUER/ MARIO UY/ NAPOLEON 
ABUEVA/ Patron of the City//:EDILBERTO GALLARES/ MARLITO 
UY/ CARLOS HOLGANZA/ ALBERT OLARIO/ ANTONIO PERNIA, 
SvD/: Award. of Distinction//ALTURAS SUPERMARKET 
CORPORATION/ BOHOL QUALITY MALL/ PLAZA MARCELA/ 
COCA-COLA BOTTLERS PHILS., INC./ SHOPPER'S MART/ BOHOL 
LIGHT CO. INC./ McDONALD'S/ SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION/ 
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Little City With Big Dreams 


^ MESSAGE 
БаР cree 
Today, Tagbilaran City celebrates its 
40* year anniversary as a Charter City. To 
many people, it is not а good time 10 
celebrate. With the prevailing economic and 
political crisis spawned by the unmistakable 
moral and spiritual crisis hounding the 
Filipinos as a people, the temptation to sulk 
and complain is great 
The choice facing most of us today is 
whether we give in to despair or not. Those 
who despair live lives of quiet desperation, 


celebren 


going from one day to another merely to feed the 

body. Those who refuse to give up however have a lot 

of life left in them. A bright tomorrow awaits them not because 

they will stumble on it by accident but because they create opportunities to 


get there. 


With a socialized elementary public education program that provides virtually all 
b 


the necessary school needs for free, parent: 


July 1 


We Invest In the Future 
Today... ` 


Giving free .school uniforms 
including shoes, School bags, 
notebooks, paper, pencils and ball 
pens to each of the 9,330 school 
children in-16 elementary public 
schools in all-15 barangays aside 
from adopting. the Integrated 
Multiple Intelligence in 33% of the 
city's public school-day care 


.JOLLIBEE-GREENWICH (Plaza Márcela)/ Top 10 Business Taxpayers/ centers while opening a new high 


/ REY BAUTISTA/ CAESAR AUGUSTUS AMONSOT/ JEDARA 
,DUCENA/ Outstanding Sportsmen// JOSE ATIENZA JR./ Big Brother 
Award// GARCIA SARMIENTO FAMILY/ YAP BROTHERS/ TIROL 
FAMILY/ LIM FAMILY/ Mother Vine Award/ VENANCIO P. INTING 
(Posthumous)/ ROLANDO.G. BUTALID/ JOSE MA. Р. ROCHA/ JOSE 
V. TORRALBA/ Public Service 


We Thank я А 

јоу abaquin/ramon ang/george antonio/greggy. araneta/ 
claro arellano/lito arenas/luis “baby” asistio/kim atienza/ 
atty. rene b. z/naomi ceniza/raffy chiong/tonyboy 
cojuangco/florentino “lory” difio/noli eala/tony 
gatmaitan/cindy bernardo/ernesto “boy” herrera/lani 
jubac/bing ko/daphne kuok/dickie lim/jimmy lim/roy lim/ 
ricky Іасрие/аг, jorge n ri/sonny osmefia/manny 
'pacquiao/manny. pangilinan/roger po/henry redulla/ 
evelyn del rosario/mark salazar/rex "wake" salud/rudy 

fud/eric ta le/jimmy tiu üy/hajji wahab/joe yu 


ATTY. DAN NERI LIM/ Mayor// ATTY. NUEVAS TIROL-MONTES/ Vice 
LAGUNAY/ EDGAR BOMPAT/ GEORGE OLARIO/ OSCAR GLOVASA/ LUCIO BALBIN/ DAI 
SARMIENTO/ ALBERTA CO-TORRALBA/ABC President/ FRANCES 


school and upgrading ‘the 
Tagbilaran Science High School 


Without Neglecting the 
Needs of the Present. 


Free hospitalization to. indigent 
patients through the Blue Card 
program, conduct: of free clinics 
and medical missions, watching 
over the senior citizens 


In an Atmosphere 


Conducive to Stability... 
A well-motivated police force actively 
supported ‘by a’ reliable barangay 
intelligence network system has 
waged. an aggressive campaign 
against illegal drugs, crime and 


juvenile delinquency, commitment - 


n the poorest brackets simply have to tide | 
righ hom the cit 


MAYOR DAN NERE LIM 
City Mayor 


to environmental concerns by ап: 
efficient garbage. colfection 
scheme with an integrated. solid 
waste management system ^ 


Efficiency in Public 


Service... 

Aside from right-sizing the City 

Government bureaucracy and ` 
computerization program for 

more efficient public service, the 

tax-base was expanded to 

facilitate revenue measures 

needed for poverty reduction . 
and welfare programs 


Human Resource 
Development... ? 


А comprehensive sports 
development program fast- 
tracked by the success of 
emerging boxing gladiators Rey 
"Boom-Boom" Bautista and Czar 
Amonsot and chess prodigy 
Jedara Ducena and co-hosting 
of the increasingly popular Bohol 
Sandugo Festival. 


And yet, these are merely, 
indications of things to come іп 
the city by the bay. id 

Life Begins ас 40. for the 
people of Tagbilaran, the'Little 
City With.Big Dreams. 


-Mayor// JOSE ANTONIO VELOSO/ LEONIDES BORJA/ URBANO | 
NILO BANTUGAN/ EDGAR KAPIRIG/ ARCADIO: | 
MARNELLT ABELLANA/SK, Chairpeyson/Coungliors 
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Nursing schools execs call for swift 
investigation of leak in board exams OTA 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


DEANS AND FACULTY MEMBERS OF THE 
country’s more established nursing schools 
yesterday called for a swift investigation into 
the reported leak in this month's nursing 
board exams. 

‘They also urged the Professional Regulato- 
1y Commission to create an independent body 
to investigate the matter and suspend the re- 
lease of the exam's results in the meantime. 

The educators believe that what happened 
was a "manifestation of a deteriorating and 
highly commercialized nursing education, 
the mushrooming of nursing schools, and 
proliferation of review centers.” 

“We urge the PRC to immediately create an 
independent body for a swift and impartial 
public investigation of the alleged incident,” 
they said in a statement signed by about 20 
faculty members, including nursing deans of 
the University of the Philippines-Manila, the 
University of Sto. Tomas, and the University 
of the East Ramon Magsaysay. 

‘The PRC last week denied there was a leak 
of test questions in this year’s nursing exams, 
following rumors and a television news report 
that the leak had been traced to a review cen- 
ter in Baguio City. 

Ninety-one nursing graduates in Baguio 
petitioned the PRC to place the members of 
the Board of Nursing under preventive sus- 
pension for the alleged leak during the board. 
exams on June 11 and 12 in that city. 

Ina statement, the PRC said that “after an 
initial investigation by the Board of Nursing, 
the BON concluded there was no apparent 
leakage.” 

It said the examination system "had been 
so streamlined that leakages are now a thing 
ofthe past.” 

‘The last nursing board exam was adminis- 
tered nationwide on June 11 and 12. The ex- 
ams are given twice a year in June and De- 
cember. 

What happened was “just the tip of the ice- 
berg,” said Josefina Tuazon, the dean of the 
UP-College of Nursing. 

The reality is that there there are just too 
many nursing enrollees and nursing schools, 
but not enough hospitals to provide the clini- 
cal experience and not enough qualified and 
experienced teachers. 

She expressed concern at the quality of the 
training that the nursing students are getting. 

‘That the passing rate of nursing exami- 
nees was less than 50 percent points to the 
kind of education they are receiving, she 
said. 

Tuazon noted that during the last board ex- 


Senga not rushing 
probe of officers 
tied to coup plot 


By Dona Pazzibugan 


WITH THREE WEEKS LEFT IN OFFICE, 
Armed Forces Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso 
Senga is not keen on deciding the fate of offi- 
cers involved in the Feb. 24 alleged coup plot 
before he steps down. 

He said while he hopes the probe would be 
finished before he retires on July 21, he did 
not want to rush the probers. 

Senga's under-one-year term of office also 
saw several other unresolved allegations 
against the military, including election cheat- 
ing, wiretapping, torture, and the summary 
éxecution of activists and militant leaders. 

"Well of course anyone would want to fin- 
ish all that... but not for the sake of getting it 
over with. We want this done expeditiously 
but we want this done also very properly 
(where) everybody is given due process,” he 
said. 

A fact-finding board headed by Armed 
Forces Inspector General Rear Admiral Rufino 
Lopez started in April to investigate the al- 
leged plot by the Scout Rangers and Marines 
to withdraw support from President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo during the 20th anniversary of the 
1986 People Power revolt. 

In March, Army Inspector General Maj. 
Gen. Ferdinand Bocobo recommended court- 
martial against ex-Scout Rangers chief Brig. 
Gen. Danilo Lim and 28 others allegedly in- 
volved in the plot. 

But Senga tasked Lopez to consolidate the 
‘Army's investigation with that of the Marines 
which looked into the possible accountability 
of Col. Ariel Querubin and other Marine offi- 
cers in the Feb. 26 standoff at the Marine 
headquarters. 

‘An official privy to the investigation said 
the Lopez panel would announce its recom- 
‘mendations, including court-martial and oth- 
er disciplinary proceedings, before Senga re- 
tires on July 21. 

Senga stressed he wants all the officers in- 
volved to be given "due process.” 

“I hope it will already be finished because 
thatis my guidance, to finish the investigation 
аз soon as possible, but not at the expense of 
Just hurrying it up, at the expense of poor in- 
vestigation,” he said. 

He said he would rather concentrate on en- 
suring that the 10-year Philippine Defense Re- 
form (PDR) Program is followed to upgrade 
the military's capabilities and organization. 

* Senga assumed office on Aug. 15. In her 
five years in office, Ms Arroyo has appointed 
seven chiefs of staffs (including Senga) who 
all served terms of less than a year. 
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ams, there were about 42,000 takers. 

“How are we producing them?” she asked. 

In such a situation, “things are bound to 
happen” and for schools and students there is 
the "potential of thinking of other means just 
to get a better passing rate." 

She also noted the cut-throat competition 
among review centers, some of which are of- 
fering courses or programs that should be tak- 
en by students in a proper nursing school. 

Tuazon said she and other school officials 
raised their concerns with PRC chair Leonor 
‘Tripon-Rosero at a meeting yesterday. 

She quoted Rosero as saying the PRC 
would act on the request to withhold the ex- 
am's results. 

Rosero assured them that the PRC has a 
mechanism of getting to the truth, Tuazon 
said. 

їп a statement faxed to the Inguier, the 


PRC appealed to the public, especially the 
nursing examinees, not to believe reports cir- 
culating through text messages. 

‘These messages included statements about 
the alleged cancellation of the June 2006 ex- 
ams, payment of P900 for a reexamination, 
and the resetting of the exam in July, the 
statement said. 

It said the PRC and the Board of Nursing 
will officially announce the results of the ex- 
amination in two weeks time in leading 
newspapers and its website, 
www.pre.gov.ph. 

As early as two years ago, the Commission 
on Higher Education already took note of the 
mushrooming of nursing schools. 

The CHEd, which oversees all public and 
private colleges and universities, ordered a 
moratorium against new permits for nursing 
schools in 2004. 
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imagine a masterpiece that reflects your fine style. 
Now you can easily own it. 


Thanks to Samsung, one of the world's biggest LCD TV innovators, you can now easily own a 
cutting-edge High Definition LCD TV. Backed by years of R&D and engineered with the most 


© Available in 26", 32", 40" models. 
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advanced technology, the new R7 delivers vivid, true-to-life images you'd expect from Samsung. 
impeccably crafted with elegant simplicity, this masterpiece is now within your reach. With the 
Samsung R7 LCD TV, it's not that hard to imagine. To learn more, visit www.samsung.comiph. 


Sumsung Customer Contact Comtor: TOLL FREE 1-800-10SAMSUNG tor PLOT or1-809-35AMSUNG for Digit. 
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SHARP EL506w Scientific 
light-years euead. 


469 functions 

Digital Algebraic Logic 
Constant/chain calculations 
Multi-line playback 

Solver function 

List calculations 

Matrix function 

Sturdy, stylish design 
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The SHARP EL506w is so easy to use, 
you'll almost forget it’s 
a scientific calculator 


« 469 functions in 1 calculator 


= Digital algebraic logic (DAL) allows entry of symbols 
and numbers of equations as they are written 


Large solid keys with a crisp 2-line display that allows 
user to check equations and answers at the same time 


MultiLine Playback recalls up to 142 recent steps 
Dual-power feature works reliably 


in all lighting conditions. Я 
your dependable ‘partner 
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SOUGHT-AFTER 

Both the defense and the prosecution 
wanted forensic expert Rachel Fortun (at 
right) to be their expert witness but the. 
prosecution got to her first. ‘STEPH BRAVO 


Furniture 
made in Cebu 
scores ... 


From pageAl 


German furniture company which imports 
handwoven furniture manufactured in Man- 
daue City Cebu. 

Тһе German team was reported as relaxing 
at the hotel in Dedon chairs, described as 
"beautiful pieces of furniture [which are] 
made in the Philippines," the Philippine Em- 
bassy said in a statement to the Department of 
Foreign Affairs (DFA). 

From TV features to an article in Germany's na- 
tional paper, Die Welt (The World), the German 
team was described as lounging in Dedon furnish 
ings, reported as "luxurious furniture" manufac- 
tured in the Philippines, the embassy said. 

Dedon is owned by Bobby Dekeyser, former 
goalkeeper of leading German football club 
Bayern Munich. He established a furniture 
plant in Mandaue in 2001 with an initial capi- 
tal investment of P14.3 million. 


‘Mecca for weaving’ 

Dedon's website describes Cebu as the 
"Месса for the traditional art of weaving." 

ОР Dedon's 2,800 employees all over the 
world, more than 2,000 are working in its Ce- 
bu manufacturing plant, including a 100-man 
research and development team. 

“Without Cebu, Dedon is nothing" 
Dekeyser was recently quoted as saying in a 
press release.” 

For its products, Dedon uses a strong, synthet- 
ic fiber called Hularo, developed by Dekeyser 
when he began his company in the late 19805. 

The Hularo fiber, developed by Dekeysers 
grandfather and produced in Luneburg, Ger- 
many, is “extremely tearproof, colorfast, 
‘weatherproof, resistant to UV light, and envi- 
ronmentally friendly, while tremendously ver- 
saile in color and shape," according to the DFA. 

The fiber is handwoven into unique furni- 
ture pieces by the Filipino artisans in Cebu. 
‘The furniture pieces are then brought to De- 
don’s showrooms in Austria, Spain, and of 
course, Germany. 


Blend of craft, technology 

According to the DFA, Dedon furniture “is 
always greeted with enthusiasm and sets in- 
ternational standards.” The company has re- 
ceived many awards and is recognized by 
trade associations. 

“This latest marketing coup of Dedon has 
once again highlighted the beautiful blending 
of German technology with Philippine crafts- 
manship in the furniture industry. Truly, the 
Philippines has scored big at the World Cup,” 
Delia Albert, Philippine ambassador to Ger- 
many, said in the DFA statement. 
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Forensic 
doc fields 
questions 
as expert 
witness 


From page Al 


Also at the hearing, the prosecutors said 
they would call the 22-year-old complainant, 
“Nicole,” to the stand after Fortun had com- 
pleted her testimony. 


‘Expert witness’ 

Private prosecutor Evalyn Ursua presented 
the US- and Japan-trained Fortun as an "ex- 
pert witness" and took three hours just detail- 
ing the forensic pathologist's 12-page resumé, 
particularly her expertise in cases of sexual 
assault. 

The defense panel, in turn, questioned 
Fortun's credentials. Rodrigo did not take 
part in the grilling, but Formoso tossed a 
few questions concerning the track record. 
of the very same witness he had earlier 
tried to enlist. 

Pozon is expected to issue a ruling on 
‘Thursday on whether Fortun qualifies as an 
expert witness. 

Only afterward can Fortun give her “opin- 
ion” on the medical findings on Nicole and on 
the chemical analysis conducted on the vari- 
ous physical evidence presented by ће prose- 
cution. 


Formal trai 

On direct examination regarding her quali- 
fications, Fortun described herself as “one of 
the only two formally trained” forensic 
pathologists in the Philippines, the other be- 
ing Dr. Ma. Cecilia Lim. 

By "formal training" she meant studies 
taken abroad for a one-year course on foren- 
sic pathology. 

She said that as far as she knew, no other 
Filipino pathologists had completed the 
‘course because it had yet to be offered in the 
country. 

Fortun's expertise—mainly in the identifi- 
cation or examination of corpses—has been 
sought in various high-profile cases and ma- 
Jor disasters. 

These include the Ozone Disco fire, the 
Payatas dump “trash-slide,” the Asian 
Spirit crash, the Chiong sisters rape case 
in Cebu, the Damas de Associacion de Fil- 
ipinas orphanage fire, the unexplained 
death of Navy Ensign Philip Pestaño, and 
the murder of publicist Bubby Dacer and 
his driver. 

Fortun said she had analyzed 10 to 20 
cases of sexual assault—involving both 
living and deceased victims—since she 
started practice in 1995. (She explained 
that she did not use the term “rape” in her 
discipline, pointing out that it was "not a 
diagnosis but a matter of jurisprudence 
for the court to decide.”) 


First time 

On cross-examination, however, Fortun 
said the Subic rape case might be the first 
time she would testify as an expert witness 
because those previous sexual assault cases 
never reached the trial stage. 

This angle was pursued by Justiniano, 
who also pointed out to the court that For- 
tun’s resumé included her involvement in 
a unit under the Philippine General Hospi- 
tal that “helps female victims” of sexual 
abuse. 

At one point Justiniano asked Fortun if she 
belonged to any "cause-oriented group,” to 
which she answered no. 

‘The lawyer also confronted Fortun with 
her findings in the Pestafio case, wherein 
she concluded that the ensign might have 
committed suicide—contrary to the find- 
ing of a Senate inquiry that he was more 
likely murdered. 

“So the Senate did not believe you?” Jus- 
tiniano said. 

“Ies their prerogative. I gave my opinion,” 
Fortun retorted. 

Upon questioning by Ursua, Fortun said the 
private prosecutor first asked her to be an ex- 
pert witness for the prosecution around the 
first week of March. 

On April 5, Fortun recalled, she re- 
ceived a fax message from the office of 
Formoso and later a phone call from the 
lawyer asking “if I could help and join 
them,” 

She said she had to tum down Formoso 
"with regrets ... because I had already com- 
mitted myself” to the prosecution. 

‘On April 5 or 6, Fortun added, the office of 
Rodrigo also approached her “indirectly.” The 
request was relayed to her in a rext message 
by her father, retired lawyer Benjamin del 
Rosario, she said. 


Calling a spade 

In an off-court interview, Ursua said she 
was confident that Fortun knew “the respon- 
sibilities of an expert witness,” which was to 
render an opinion based on the facts given to 
her. 

“she will call a 
slant her science" 
accused, Ursua said. 
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Comelec exec Borra found liable for P1.3-B deal 


From page Al 

Jalandoni said the Ombuds- 
man had submitted a compliance 
report to the high court. 

In a press statement, the Om- 
budsman’s office said it had 
adopted a resolution “which con- 
tained factual findings that can 
be used by the House of Repre- 
sentatives to initiate impeach- 
ment proceedings against Com- 
elec Commissioner Resureccion 
Borra.” 

Acting overall Deputy Om- 
budsman Orlando Casimiro, in a 
press conference, said Borra was 
being cited for: 

* "Allowing the Comelecs 
Bids and Awards Committee 
(BAC) to declare Mega-Pacific 
Consortium (MPC) eligible to 
participate in the bidding process 
forthe project; 

* "For allowing material devi- 
ation from the bidding require- 
ments; and 

* "For recommending to the 
BAC that the award be given to 
the MPC despite its ineligibility 
and technical failure.” 

However, Casimiro said the 
Ombudsman had no jurisdiction 
over an impeachable official like 
Borra, hence its recommendation 
toleave the matter to Congress. 


Ineligible to bid 

“We are placing him (Borra) at 
the disposal of the House of Rep- 
xesentatives," Casimiro said. 

Reached for comment, Abalos 
said in mixed English and Fil, 
ipino: "I can only comment after T 
get ће copy. If Тт off the hook, 
thanks, but 1 feel bad if they 
found liability on some people 
kasi wala naman akong nakiki- 
tang kasalanan ang mga tao (be- 
cause I do not see anyone having 
committed a wrongdoing)." 

In a 34-page resolution, the 
Ombudsman named Borra as the 
project head for one phase of the 
automation project. 

Records showed that the MPC 
was ineligible to participate in 
the bidding for the automation of 
the election system as it failed to 
present documents that the indi- 
vidual entities of the said consor- 
tium actually formed a group to 
be known as Mega-Pacific Con- 
sortium, Casimiro said in a state- 
ment. 

At the same time, the Ombuds- 
man had ordered the dismissal of 


Act) 


Abalos, 


tired), 


Abalos 


machines. 


Comelec BAC chair Eduardo 
Mejos, and lawyers Jose Balbue- 
ma Jr, Lamberto Llamas, Bar- 
tolome Sinocruz, and Gideon de 
Guzman, all BAC members, ac- 
cording to Casimiro. 


Grave misconduct. 

He said they were removed 
from the service after being found 
guilty of grave misconduct and 
conduct prejudicial to the best in- 
terest of the service as provided 
for under Republic Act 3019 (An- 
ti Graft and Corrupt Practices 

in connection with the 
Mega-Pacific deal, Casimiro said. 

The Ombudsman also recom- 
mended the filing of information 
for violation of RA 3019 against 
private respondent Willie Yu, 
Bonnie Yu, Enrique Tansipek, 
Rosita Tansipek, Pedro Tan, John- 
son Fong, Bernard Fong and Lau- 
riano Barrios, all of Mega-Pacific 
eSolutions, Incorporated. 

The Ombudsman dismissed 
the complaint against Jaime Paz 
and Zeta Buena Castillon of the 
Comelec, Jose Tolentino and 
Rolando Viloria of the Science 
and Technology Department for 
lack of evidence. 


Who approved the deal 

The Mega-Pacific contract was 
approved on April 15, 2003, by 
and 
Luzviminda Tancangco (now re- 
Rufino Javier 
Ressureccion Borra, Ralph Lan- 
tion (ret), Mehol Sadain (ret.) 
and Florentino Tuason Jr. 


Commissioners 


(ret), 


insisted that the 


Mega-Pacific deal was above 
board. He, Borra and Tuason 
have rejected repeated calls for 
their resignation. 

Last December, the Senate de- 
manded the resignation of all but 
one of the election commission- 
ers for the “egregiously fraudu- 
lent" contract for the 2003 pur- 
chase of the automated counting 


‘Commissioner Felix 


Brawner was not asked to resign 
because he had yet to be named 
to his post ar the time. 

A Senate blue ribbon commit- 
tee report had found the commis- 
sioners and the members of the 
awards committee liable for pros- 
ecution for the "Comelec mod- 
emization scam.” 

The Senate report echoed the 
SC ruling which nullified the con- 


Pacquiao: Hero ... 


Frompage Al 

ipino world boxing crown-holders before Pac- 
quiao. In fact, Pacquiao had already reigned 
twice as world champion, in the flyweight 
(WBC) and super bamtamweight (IBF) divi- 
sions, But no outpouring of the fire and magni- 
tude bestowed on the fearless warrior after his 
Jast triumph in Las Vegas had been accorded a 
living Filipino before. 


Record turnout for homecoming 
There had been record turnouts for lumi- 
naties like world flyweight boxing champion 
Pancho Villa (Francisco Guilledo in real 
in 1925, martyred former Sen. Benigno " 
noy" Aquino in 1983, and movie king Fernan- 
do Poe Jr. in 2004. But admirers showed up in. 
full force only during the funerals of these 
folkheroes. 
In Pacquiao's case, chroniclers could no 
longer measure the crowds during his home- 
coming. 


tract and ordered the Comelec to recover the 
P1.05 billion already paid to the Mega Pacific 
consortium. 

The Senate panel found that the awards 
committee had manipulated the bidding to 
favor the consortium and held Abalos and six 
other commissioners accountable for award- 
ing the contract to the consortium. It also said 
the mass resignation of the commissioners 
was necessary in view of the forthcoming 
elections in 2007. 

“The integrity of the Comelec has been ir- 
reparably compromised; itis a damaged insti- 
tution, slouched crab-like and weighed down 
by this ugly and forbidding anomaly,” the 
Senate committee said. 

It said the computerization contract was 
awarded despite the award committee's own 
report that the machines had failed the tech- 
nical tests of the Department of Science and 
Technology. This, it said, showed that the 
Comelec could not deliver an acceptable com- 
puterization system. 

It also said that while the Comelec had 
awarded the project to Mega Pacific, the con- 
tract it executed was with a different entity, 
Mega Pacific eSolutions Inc. 

last month, Ombudsman Merceditas 
Gutierrez asked the high court to reconsider 
its resolution directing her office to resolve 
the case by the end of June. 

Gutierrez had said that the high court's di- 
rective had no precedent since the antigraft 
body, a constitutional office, was established 
in 1989. 


Ombudsman castigated 

She also cited numerous Supreme Court 
decisions affirming the independence of the 
Office of the Ombudsman "from outside pres- 
sure and improper influence.” 

‘The Supreme Court two weeks ago castigat- 
ed the Office of the 
Ombudsman бг 
“holler(ing) so brash- 
y" about its constitu- 
tional independence, 
while conveniently 
“shirking” its duty to 
act promptly on com- 
plaints filed before it. 

In its resolution, 
the SC reiterated its 
order for the Om- 
budsman to deter- 
mine by June 
30—under pain of 
‘contempt—whether 
probable cause exist- 
ed to charge Comelec 
officials. who ap- 
proved the Mega Pa- 
cificdeal. With a re- 
port from Jerome 
Aning and PDI Re- 
search 
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heroics, no false sideburns. 

Unlike movie stars and entertainment icons 
that had freely stolen the adulation of gullible 
Filipinos, this big winner was emerging from a 
real blood-and-guts battle, no longer starring 
ina shallow blockbuster movie. 


Intoxicating to Pinoys 

The social analyst was right. Filipino faith 
in Pacquiao appeared to have grown stronger 
because they saw in him their own resilience 
and ability to come back from defeat. As a re- 
sult, Pacquiao's conquest also intoxicated his 
‘countrymen. 

Every Filipino now wanted a piece of the 
hero, or maybe the whole of him. They craved 
for the entire narcotic. 

Sorry, Pacquiao was trying hard to explain, 
buta million other Pacquiaos would not do. 

Pacquiao, son of a runaway father, knew 
quite keenly how it was to be very hungry. He 
spent his boyhood in extreme poverty, often 


An ordinary mattress and pillow 
often cause pressure and unnatural 
sleeping positions resulting in 
decreased circulation, numbness, 
pain, discomfort and poor quality 
of sleep. 
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The TEMPUR Mattress and Pillow 
allow the spine and joints to rest. 

in their hatural positions, causing 
the least possible stress on muscles 
and nerves. ` 


paid. i пом sieep better at night and | по 
longer have back pains upon waking up in 
the morning. The expensive part is having to 
get 1 each for my wife and 3 kids.” 


- Luis Aboitiz Jr. 
Aboitiz & Company 


"I've had scoliosis for many years now. While 
regular chiropractic treatment and weekly 
Pilates have helped me achieve better balance 
апа posture, | have still been bothered by 
‘stiffness and pain especially upon waking up. 


1 tried the Tempur pillow and after using it for 
а week, gone is the stiffness in my neck! You 
can't imagine what good it has done for me, 
ту demeanor, and ту mood!” 


- Chinit Rutino 
Marketing Director 
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It did rain sporadically in the motorcade 


prepared by the city government of Manila, 
but countless fanatics pushed and 
shoved—old women in tears waited and wait- 
ed on the side street way past sunset—for a 
glimpse of the hero, now a glowing deity on a 
float. The swarm of humanity resembled the 
mindless charge during barefoot processions 
for the miraculous Black Nazarene in Quiapo 
that counts Pacquiao among its devotees. 

IL was not what economic doctors had pre- 
scribed for the impoverished nation. But the ex- 
pected happened. Pacquiao's victory sent his 
poor nation tilting in ecstasy. He lit the bleary 
‘eyes of poor countrymen, thereby making it ap- 
pear he had instantly knocked out poverty and 
assorted national aches with the Alaxan relief 
tablet he had been selling hard on television. 

He had not. 

Pacquiao did not usher in abundance. But 
his win-win feat was definitely noble, rich in 
relevance. Here was one genuine hero who 
was по product of fantasy—no borrowed 
courage, no artificial toughness, no rented 


sleeping on the cold, bare floor without din- 
ner, a tragedy suffered by countless poor 
countrymen today. 

Pacquiao knew one 
thing: His hope of res- 
cuing his countrymen 
from the claws of cor- 
ruption and crippling 
hunger wil remain 
just that: a dream. 

Meanwhile, the 
embattled govern- 
ment of Gloria Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, ac- 
cused of stealing the 
vote, did not hesitate 
to overfeed the hun- 
gry with the boxing 
hero. Pacquiao has 
also been made into 
a movie and com- 
mercial idol. 

This must be box- 
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Still no trace of abducted UP students 
in Bulacan; Army denies involvem 


THREE LEFTWING ACTIVISTS 
were abducted by masked gun- 
men in Bulacan province, a hu- 
man rights group said yesterday. 
The military commander in the 
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area denied involvement while 
claiming the missing persons 
were communist rebels 

Two women student activists 
from the University of the Philip- 
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pines and a male companion were 
seized before dawn on Monday 
from a farming village outside 
Hagonoy town, said Marie Hilao- 
Enriquez, secretary general of the 
human rights group Karapatan. 

They were blindfolded and 
forced to board a passenger 
minibus at gunpoint, Enriquez 
said. 

She said more than- 170 left- 
wing activists and suspected com- 
munist rebels have been victims of 
“forced disappearance” since Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo took office 
in2001. ‚ 

Juan Paolo Alfonso, chair of the 
University of the Philippines Stu- 
dent Council said witnesses repo 
ed the gunmen removed a shirt 
wom by one of the women, Karem 
Empeno, and used it to blindfold 
her 

"Who else would have the mo- 
tive to do this but the military" Al- 
fonso said. 

Maj. Gen. Jovito Palparan, com- 
mander of the Army's 7th Infantry 
Division that operates in the region, 
said the three were members of the 
communist New People's Army and 
were collecting money from fish- 
pond owners in the area. 

He said, however, that none of 
his troops reported holding the ac- 
tivists, although other military 
groups outside his command, par- 
ticularly intelligence units, may 
have seized them. 

"According to our investigation 
... many people are happy that they 
have disappeared because they 
have been threatening and extort- 
ing money from them, so we are 
happy as well that they are gone, if 
its true that they are gone,” he told 
The Associated Press. 

‘Alfonso said Empeno was a soci- 
ology major doing research in 
farming communities in Hagonoy, 
a seaside town about 40 kilometers 
northwest of Metro Manila, for her 

graduation thesis. 

The second woman, Shedyn 


A 


Your child starts to walk and explore the world around him. 
for him to discover the world and go further. 


Г COPY AVAILABLE 


PHILIPPINE DAJ 


ent 


Cadapan, who is pregnant, is a for- 
mer student council officer at the 
university who works as а re- 
searcher for a farmers’ group in Bu- 
lacan province, which includes 
Hagonoy. No background was im- 
mediately available on the third 
person, Manuel Merino, Alfonso 
said. 
Karapatan has reported that in 
addition to the abductions, more 
than 600 left-wing activists and 
their supporters have been killed, 
allegedly by government security 
forces, or their agents since 2001. 
‘The President has announced a 
tough new campaign against com- 
munist rebels, backing it with the 
release of P1 billion to buy attack 
helicopters and other equipment 
for government forces to finish off 
the 37-year-old insurgency. 


UP STUDENTS hold rally inside the UP Diliman campus Friday to 
demand the immediate release of two abducted UP students in 
AP Bulacan. JOANBONDOC 


Cebu priest charged with : 


Cleric earlier accused of rape but charge] 


moso-Dalawampu, isaic 
would question the Dana 
cutors filing of charges 
her client as Belcifia stiil t 
ceive the official copy:of 1 
lution of the special pane! 
cutors 

Dalawampu said shé wo. 
motion for reconsideranon 
there was no basis in the 
tors findings that зела 
course had occurred: berv 
priest and the girl. 


CEBU CITY—A CATHOLIC PRIEST be- 
ing hunted by police on child abuse 
charges showed up with his lawyer at 
the court of Judge Sylvia Aguire- 
Paderanga in Danao City and posted 
bail of P200,000 just before 5 p.m. yes- 
terday. 

Paderanga last Thursday issued a 
warrant of arrest against Fr. Jose 
"Joey" Belcifia on charges of child 
abuse for allegedly having sexual re- 
lations with a minor. 

Police twice visited the Cebu 
Archbishop Palace compound but 
failed to find Belcifia, who had been 
staying at the Archbishop's official 
residence after he was relieved of 
his parish duties in Danao over the 
sex scandal. 

The priest was accused of rape by 
his teenage ward but a special panel 
of prosecutors that investigated the 
complaint recommended that Belci- 


fia instead be charged for the lesser 
offense of child abuse. 


The panel 

The panel, headed by assistant 
prosecutor Fernando Gubalane, said 
it dropped the rape charges against 
the 36-year-old parish priest of the 
St. Francis of Assisi Church in 
Maslog, Danao City, because “there 
were no elements of rape found in 
the case.” 

The three elements — of 
rape—force, threat and intimida- 
tion—were absent in the three in- 
stances that the priest and the 
young girl had sexual relations, the 
prosecutors said. 

But he should be charged with 
child abuse since the girl was only 
17 years old during the first inci- 
dent, the prosecutors said. 

Belcifüa's lawyer, Gloria Lasti- 


No sexual relationship 

Belcifia has repeatedi 
having sexual relations v 
girl, or that he had rapec ':e 

Supt. Larson Dechino. ch. 
Danao City Police Office. s 
Achilles Dakay, the атс 
spokesperson, had told the: 
not know where Belcin.: 
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SINGAPORE—SINGAPORE POLICE YESTER- 
day arrested a Filipina maid after a compatri- 
ot with whom she had been overheard argu- 
ing was found dead outside a highrise build- 
ing after an apparent fall. 

"Assistant Superintendent Victor Keong said 
police were called around 10:40 a.m. about a 
dispute between two women outside an 18th 
floor flat at a government-built apartment block 
in the Bedok residential district. 

‘They found the woman's body sprawled at the 
bottom of the building and took the other wom- 
an into custody he said. 

The suspect, whose identity was withheld 
pending investigation, had scratches on her 
arms, Keong told AFB adding that blood was 
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HOPS IN ROME 

hblshop Antonio Javellana Ledesma (at extreme right) of Cagayan de Oro, joins 26 other Catholic bishops from around 
нона in a Mass at St. Peter's Basilica in the Vatican Thursday, June 29, 2006. The Pope bestowed the pallium, or a woolen 
гоп the archbishops to symbolize their bond with the Vatican. 2 


olesting minor posts bail 


was downgraded [CHEVROLET Z7 SPARK 


лваћеу promised to surrender the priest the 

>:prdse- moment he returned. 

On their second visit to the Arch- 

- bishop’s Palace, Dechino said they 

- were met by a Fr. Teng who said he 

- would take Belcifia to the police sta- 
tion today. 
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Based on resolution issued 

Belciha was staying at the Spiritu- 
al Pastoral Formation Year (SPFY) 
Center in the palace compound 
when he was charged with rape last 
February. 

Danao City Prosecutor Jose Dioni- 
sio Kyamko, who filed the child 
abuse charges on June 27, said the 
complaint was based on the resolu- 
tion issued by the special investigat- 
ing panel. Paderanga immediately 
issued the warrant of arrest. 

Jhunnex Napallacan, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 
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President, Phil. Assoc. of the Gifted 
Former Dean, UP College of Education. 
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1 The Only Milk With Live 2 How It Works 


Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ 


NIDO 1+ Is the first to Introduce Lactobacillus 
PROTECTUS™ In a milk powder. It Is a live 
microorganism that helps bulld your child's 
body defenses. 


Once NIDO 1+ is mixed with water, the 
Lactobacillus PROTECTUS™ multiplies by 
the millions and when consumed start to 


boost your child's immune system. system, Plus 


development. 
‘Continuous Drinking = Continuous Protection 


The Nestlé Research Center 


This milk Innovation was sclentifically developed by the Nestlé Research Center 
In Switzerland, a pioneer In nutrition research. The Nestlé Research Centor's 
scientists, doctors and nutritionists work constantly to Improve nutritional standards 
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Singapore cops arrest Pinay, 
after compatriot dies in fall 


Puts school administrators, principals, unit 
and department heads and area coordinators ahead of the rest. 


“Leadership Strategies 


seminar-werkshop series 


Featuring the country's top school administrators 
from the top three universities 


Dr. Cornelia Soto, Ph.D. 
Former Asst Headmaster, Ateneo Grade School 
Professor, Ateneo Graduate School 

PAASCU Chai 


AHEAD Professional Network (AHEADPro) is conducting this and related seminars 
for school administrators and teachers in diferent parts of he country 
 AHEADPro also offers Englieh language laining lo teachers and other professionals 
AHEADPro is а sister company of AHEAD—the leading and most awarded 
шола! and review center in he Philippines. 


426-0034 to 36 0917-8911187 www.aheadph.com 
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natural fiber ~ and essential vitamins and 
minerals that further strengthon his Immune 
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found on the 18th floor. 

Keong said the incident had been classified as 
"unnatural death." 

On May 29, Filipina maid Guen Aguilar was 
sentenced to 10 years imprisonment for killing 
fellow domestic worker Jane La Puebla whose 
dismembered head and limbs were found in an 
upmarket Singapore shopping district. 

‘Aguilas, 30, escaped the death penalty after 
the charge was reduced to culpable homicide” 
mot amounting to murder due to her mental 
state when she committed the crime lasti: 
September. = 

‘About 150,000 women, many from impover- 
ished villages in the Philippines, Indonesia and 
Sri Lanka, work as maids in Singapore. AFP 
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Managers” 


Mrs, Lilia Vengco 
Former Principal, La Salle Green ils 
Pioneering Principal, La Salle Canlubang 
Member, La Salle Zobel Board of Directors 
PAASCU Choir 
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Blessed 


ARREN E. BUFFETT, THE WORLD'S SECOND 
W richest person, has given a windfall to charity by 
donating $37 billion of his $44-billion fortune. 
The amount represents the single biggest amount given 
to charity in human history. Buffett has outdone all other 
American industrialist-philanthropists. 
The amount is staggering. It represents the Philippine 
budget—at around P900 billion in 
EDITORIAL — 2005—for two years! To be sure, many 
j Philippine finance and budget officials 
could only imagine what would have happened had Buf- 
fett donated his fortune to Philippines Inc. Goodbye, bud- 
get deficit? 

Ofcourse, that’s quite far-fetched, but if Buffett's mon- 
ey really goes to the needy of the world, then everything 
will be for the best, including for those who live in the 
Philippines. Filipino charitable organizations may tap 
the Buffett funds through their several conduits in order 
to finance programs for the poor and the needy. Chari- 
ties working in other developing nations may do like- 
wise. Everyone in the world can benefit from Buffett's 
generosity. 

What is curious is that while some of the money will 
go to philanthropic foundations run by members of the 
Buffett family, most of it—$31 billion—will go to the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. In short, most of 
the money will endow a foundation that does not carry 
Buffett's name. The money is not for Buffet’s *memori- 
alization” or canonization. He has done quite a selfless 
act. 

Buffett, of course, is playing it smart and a bit safe. 
Since the Gates’ foundation has had a head start in chari- 
ty work, Buffett is giving his fortune to an outfit that has a 
good track record in funding and implementing pro- 
grams to relieve poverty, boost development and improve 
education in developing countries. In short, he wants his 
charity to be managed effectively. 

And he has calculated quite well that the Gates" founda- 
tion would deliver the goods. After all, Bill Gates has indi- 
cated he would hand over the day-to-day affairs of Mi- 
crosoft to another chief executive in order to concentrate 
on his foundation. Thus, the world expects that Gates 
would bring to the foundation the same magical bril- 
liance that he employed to make Microsoft the most dom- 
inant IT company in the world and to turn himself into 
the world's richest man with an estimated $50 billion in 
fortune. 

One may surmise that Buffett is paying a left-handed 
compliment to Gates by giving his fortune to the latter's 
philanthropic foundation. If the world’s second richest 
man could give away three-fourths of his fortune to chari- 
ty, why couldn't the richest man in ће world? Buffett's 
donation looks like an invitation or a challenge for Gates 
todo the same. 

No matter. Gates and Buffett have already given the 
world a lesson not only in generosity, but also the proper 
regard for personal and professional success. Both are ac- 
complished and visionary businessmen who have made 
their mark in their own fields. The fact that their accom- 
plishments easily brought them billions of dollars only 
show their uncommon vision. Nevertheless, they have 
not let their billions blind them to the proper regard for 
material wealth and to the eternal verity that one’s for- 
tune is only as good as how one uses it to uplift the lives of 
others. 

Catholic moral and ascetic theology enjoins the faithful 
to perform spiritual and corporal works of mercy. Such 
works do not depend on one’s station or fortune since 
even the poor are encouraged to perform works of mercy 
to others, their fellow needy or even to the rich whose 
wealth may disguise their spiritual poverty. 

Buffett, an old man who has grown in wisdom and ma- 
turity, knows he cannot carry his wealth to his grave. He is 
giving most of it to the world for its betterment and so 
that his act of mercy could be followed by others and 
works of mercy will multiply. 

“Blessed are the merciful for they shall obtain mercy,” 
Christ said in the Sermon on the Mount. Bless you, War- 
ren E. Buffett. 
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LET ME START BY OBSERVING THAT THE 
Constitution of 1987, for all its many improve- 
ments on our past charters, is still weakened by 
a number of shortcomings that need to be cor- 
rected. Justice Laurel, one of the outstanding 
framers of the Commonwealth Constitution, 
once said that it was "lacking in perfection and 
perfectibility" That well-meaning comment is, 
in my view, equally applicable to the present 
Constitution, if not more so because of its un- 
usual provenance. 

‘The manner it is sought ro be changed is 
through the Cha-cha, which by its name alone 
trivializes a solemn democratic function and 
degrades it to a frivolous dance. The re-exami- 
nation and change of the supreme law of the 
land should not be cheapened to a frippery 
contortion. The re-writing of our paramount 
law requires the serious attention of the nation 
and should not be flippantly called the Cha- 
cha. 

Its insolent denomination betrays its disre- 
spect for the Constitution it would violate. The 
Cha-cha would revise the charter by replacing 
the entire presidential form of government 
with a parliamentary system that would up- 
root the major feature of the present regime. 
This is the doctrine of separation of powers 
that makes the three principal departments of 
the government independent of each other 
and subject to the corollary principle of checks 
and balances. 

Whatever its merits and defects, the change 
proposed by the Cha-cha is not an isolated 
amendment of the Constitution, affecting only 
a few provisions without touching the rest of 
the document. An example would be a re-writ- 
ing of Art. VII, Sec. 4 changing the term of of- 
fice of the President of the Philippines from six 
years without re-election to four years with 
опе re-election. This can be made through а 
mere amendment that would keep the other 
provisions of the Constitution intact. 


A LITTLE OVER SIX MONTHS AGO, I WROTE 
їп this column: "The proof of the pudding is in 
the eating. All these assertions that Ombuds 
man Merceditas Gutierrez is a person of pro- 
bity, integrity and competence, all these releas- 
es hyping up her role as the ‘protector of the 
people’ against the excesses of government of- 
ficials and employees (including, a much pub- 
licized visit to children in prison) tell us that 
she can talk the talk. But can she, will she, walk 
the walk?” 

The answer to that question has progres- 
sively become clearer: She can't, and she 
won't. 

Here are samples of the talk she was talk- 
ing: 

"| will give my best to serve our countrymen 
мей” 

"I think people know that I cannot be ap- 
proached on cases pending before my office. 
No one can approach me and bribe me. My 
track record will speak for me that am always 
independent and fair.” 

“The law does not distinguish. The mandate 
of the ombudsman is to promptly act on cases 
involving high-ranking officials in govern- 


based on the evidence pre- 


sented before us. 

She also promised to speed up the resolu- 
tion of cases involving high-ranking officials 
and to prosecute civil servants regardless of 
rank and influence should they face a graft 
case. All these promises she made during a 
press conference after she was appointed om- 
budsman. 

Since then, however, (еге is no way she can 
claim to have acted promptly on the election 
counting machine case involving, among oth- 
ers, Comelec Chair Ben Abalos, she has de- 
layed acting on evidence that her office has 
had for over two years now, she has refused to 
act on recommendations that her deputy and 
her subordinates have made with respect to 
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The abolition of the presidential system un- 
der the present Constitution and its substitu- 
tion by a parliamentary system cannot be done 
with similar facility. It will require a massive 
reorganization of the government, particularly 
of the legislative and executive departments 
which will be merged instead of divided as 
they are now. The major revamp of the Articles 
оп the political deparuments may also include 
а modification of Article VIII on the judicial de- 
partment, making the re-writing of the Consti- 
tution a revision and nota mere amendment. 

Article XVII of the present Constitution is 
entitled "Amendments or Revisions" unlike the 
corresponding articles in the 1935 and 1973 
Constitutions which were both entitled the 
generic “Amendments.” The 1987 Constitution 
makes a distinction between the two kinds of 
changes and specifies the methods to effect 
them. Sec. 1 of the present Article says that 
Congress or а constitutional convention may 
amend or revise the Constitution. Section 2 
says that only amendments may be made by 
the people through the initiative. 

If Art. XVII had intended the initiative to be 
also used for revising the Constitution, it 
would have said so expressly. It did not. In- 
stead, it says that both amendment and revi- 
sion can be made by Congress or a constitu- 
tional convention, omitting mention of the 
initiative. Section 2, by contrast, authorizes 
the initiative to only amend the Constitution, 
omitting mention of revision. 

Revision would demand more expertise and 


Great talker, poor walker 


Get REAL 
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the same case. Instead of speeding up the reso- 
lution of the case, she has slowed it down al- 
most to a halt. In short, she has not given her 
countrymen, who deserve reforms in the elec- 
toral system, their due. And she has erased 
whatever track record she ever had for inde- 
pendence and fairness. 

‘Am I being too harsh on her? Not at all 

Just a couple of days ago, after a series of. 
dilatory moves (hiding behind its so-called 
constitutionally mandated independence and 
questioning the Court's authority to hold it in 
contempt) which the Supreme Court repeated- 
ly slapped down with increasing sternness, the 
Office of the Ombudsman made still another 
dilatory move. In an “urgent manifestation,” it 
said it could not meet the June 30 deadline set 
by the Court for determining the criminal lia 
bility of the Comelec officials involved in the 
void and illegal P1.3-billion automated count- 
ing machines contract. Why? Because it want- 
ed to avoid the impression that it was being 
"rushed into any judgment" (emphasis 
mine). 

1 kid you not. This, after almost two and a 
half years have elapsed from the time the Court 
first directed the Office of the Ombudsman to 
determine such liability. (By the way, Simeon 
Marcelo, Gutierrez’s predecessor, never ques- 
tioned the Courts directive, and immediately 
started the investigation.) This, after the Court, 
in its May 3, 2006 resolution, pointedly remind- 
ed the Office of the Ombudsman of the latter's 
own rules, quoting chapter and verse: "After the 
termination of the hearing of an administrative 


Solita Collas- 
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care, which is why it is required to be done by 
Congress or a constitutional convention, both 
of which are collegiate bodies presumed to be 
more knowledgeable than the random voters 
participating in the initiative. Since amend- 
‘ment may involve uncomplicated changes on- 
ly, the citizens in general are permitted to per- 
form it despite their lack of expertise in the art 
of constitution-making and the organizational 
cohesiveness of a deliberative body. 
Initiative is an untried innovation and is 
properly not allowed to be undertaken by the 
relatively untrained if concededly sensible 
electorate except to only amend but not revise. 
the Constitution. Revision is a more exacting 
task that should be entrusted to more suppos- 
edly capable officials than the ordinary and 
disorganized voters. It's like the distinction be- 
tween a brain operation that must be done by 
an expert surgeon and a mere appendectomy 
that can be handled by an ordinary doctor. 
The other hindrance to the initiative is the 
lack of an implementing statute as noted by 
the Supreme Court in Santiago v. Commission 
оп Elections and Pirma v. Commission on Elec- 
tions. Both cases were decided in 1997, and 
the omission has not yet been repaired to date. 
Even if Congress should now pass such a law, it 
should only apply to an amendment and not a 
revision of the Constitution as proposed by the 
Cha-cha. 
The dancers of the Cha-cha should aban- 
don their carnival sideshow instead of deceiv- 
ing the people with pious protestations ol 
their bogus patriotism. Tremendous amounts 
of public funds are being squandered to sup- 
port their exorbitant juggernaut that shoulc 
be better spent to alleviate the hardships o 
the indigent masses. The Cha-cha is anothe! 
heartless example of the cupidity of public of 
ficials who would subordinate the integrity o 
the Constitution to their selfish persona 
agenda. 


case, the investigating officers have 30 day 
within which to submit a resolution containin 
their findings and recommendation for the a 
proval of the ombudsman. In criminal com 
plaints, on the other hand, they have 10 day 
after the investigation within which to dete 
mine whether there is sufficient ground to hol 
the respondent for trial. In other words, the О 
fice the Ombudsman has only 10 days withi 
which to determine whether there exists a pt 
ma facie case against the respondent in a crim 
nal complaint. 

“Ifthe Office of the Ombudsman has indet 
sat on the case for more than one year and for 
months, then it has surely incurred undue d 
lay in the resolution of the case and failed 
abide by its constitutional mandate ‘to а 
promptly’ on cases filed before it. The Office 
the Ombudsman certainly cannot promulga 
rules that it can ignore at its pleasure, to 0 
prejudice of the parties.” 

As the reader can see, not by any stretch 
the imagination can the Office of the Ombuc 
man be perceived by anyone to be "rushing 
judgment" in this case. But equally obviously 
does not want to let any facts get in the way 
its arguments. 

How difficult is it to determine if a prima 
cie (at first sight, before closer inspection) ce 
exists against these officials, which is what 
required of the agency? The Comelec paid 
contractor double the price the latter paid 
the machines. The Comelec used an exchan 
rate of P58 to $1 as basis for paying the con 
tractor, when the rate prevailing at the rime 
was P53 to $1 (increasing the peso cost by 
about P130 million). Doesn't all his constitute 
in-your-face evidence of criminal wrongdo. 
ing? And this case has been with the Office of 
the Ombudsman since 2004, 

I seems Gutierrez doesn’t even want to 
start, A great talker, a poor walker, For shame. 
Move over, Aniano Desierto. The title of Worst 
Ombudsman" may be up for grabs. 
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THE GROUP CALLED “ONE VOICE” SAYS IT 
would advocate Charter change through a consti 
tutional convention, “if Charter change is neces- 
sary” Hello, where have these people been? If they 
are not convinced that change is necessary, they 
must be the only ones left in this country of that 
mind. It has become obvious to the people that the 
political system we have stuck with for the past 60 
years has not worked. Now One Voice says, “if 
‘change is necessary.” The v they are isolating 
themselves from reality its clear that they are а 
very small minority. As one pundit put it, "Only 
One Voice talaga" versus the more than 10 million. 
people who have signed the people's initiative. 
Significantly, the group has trained its guns 
on the initiative, seeking to cast it aside and dis- 
credit it, This move pits a few dozen signato- 
ries, albeit big and well-regarded names, 
against the millions who favor the initiative, 
many of them nameless citizens of this repub- 
lic, also pits One Voice against the representa- 
tives of the people, the 1.7 million-strong elect- 
ed local government officials under the Union 
‘of Local Authorities of the Philippines, which 
‘spearheaded the gathering of those signatures. 
Critics of "Sigaw ng Bayan,” including some 
churchmen, allege that the millions of signa- 
tures were gathered under a cloak of igno- 
rance, and that the signatories didn't under- 
stand what they were signing. In any mass sig- 
nature campaign, there's that possibility, but 
even if one takes away a million ignoramuses, 
there are still millions who desperately want 
to change our political system, and they see 
the people's initiative as the only way to do it, 
given the intransigence of the Senate. 
Regrettably the fight between the minority and 
the majority over Charter change is becoming ugly. 
Ata recent forum on the: LU sponsored jointly 
by the Makati Business Club, Finex and the Man- 
agement Association of the Philippines, former 
Ambassador Henrietta de Villa called Charter 
change advocates "the forces of darkness.” Her bit- 
ter attack shocked the audience. On the other 
hand, Archbishop Oscar Cruz of Dagupan has be- 


LISTEN TO ONE COUPLE'S STORY. 

"Their son, about 11 years old, happens to go to 
a school administered by a conservative Roman 
Catholic organization. One day, their son's teach- 
er summoned them because other parents had 
complained that their son had “taught” his class- 
mates the word “sexy” 

"The couple didnt know whether to laugh out 
loud or groan in despair. After all, do children stil 
need to be taught the word “sexy” in this day and 
age? And why blame a young boy for this, when the 
‘word is bandied about with wild abandon, and evi- 
dence of “sexiness” is all around us, starting with 
those humongous underwear billboards on Edsa? 

But this just goes to show that if some parents 
are thrown for a loop by the mere mention of the 
word “sexy,” how can we expect them to sit their 
children down and discuss the details of sex and 
sexuality frankly and openly? 

“Teaching children about sex and relationships 
is the responsibility of parents,” says Cyndy Tan- 
Jarabata, mother of a teen and a pre-teen and 
founder/president of Advocates for Youth. “But 
the problem is that so many parents don’t know 
how to discuss these matters with their children 
and are quite ignorant about sex themselves.” 

This is why Advocates for Youth runs "road 
shows" on adolescent reproductive health among 
public and private high schools. Teachers are orient- 
ей on ways to get young people to open up about 
sex, while resource persons discuss matters of 
health, hygiene, relationships and even romance. 

From group discussions, says Cyndy, she has 
gotten the impression that “young people are re- 
ally uncomfortable about talking about sex with 
adults, especially their parents but including 
their teachers and guidance counselors.” 
STUDENTS have confided that when they try 
asking thelr parents questions about sex, “the 
immediate reaction of parents is to demand to 
know why they're curious about such things 
and if they have been doing things they 
shouldn't." 

Young people, says Cyndy, much prefer to 
talk about sex with their friends and class- 
mates, in a setting where there are no judg- 
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come even more bitter against GMA, while Bishop 
Deogracias Yñiguez of Caloocan has expressed the 
hope that the Presidents meeting with the Pope 
‘would bring about “her conversion.” 

Sadly, the Catholic Church is today caught in 
the web of politics. Citizens are asking where 
the line ought to be drawn on the separation of 
Church and State. I won't take issue with 
Yñiguez’s participation in the serialized sec- 
ond impeachment campaign, because as a citi- 
теп, he also has his political rights. But I agree 
with the Manila Standard Today editorial that 
he cannot hide behind the fact that he filed 
that complaint in his “personal” capacity and 
not as a member of the Catholic Bishops’ Con- 
ference of the Philippines, As the newspaper 
noted, the headlines identified him as bishop. 
But that's Yhiguez’s personal lookout and the 
Palace should just leave him to explain it to his 
flock and the Vatican. 

What bothers many sensitive Catholics more is 
the Church's perceived reactionary stand on 
Charter change, which could gravely hurt its mis- 
sion in our Third World setting. (Among the dis- 
appointed members of the Church is Dr. Jose V 
Abueva, chair of the constitutional consultative 
commission. Catch him in our dzRH program to- 
morrow at 9:15 p.m.) The Church is now starting 
to look like an enemy of progress and a protector 
of the rotten status quo and the elite, when its 


mission says it should identify with the poor. For 
instance, i's difficult to see how eight bishops can. 
defend the argument of One Voice that “We need 
a strong social reform program now,” and yet op- 
pose Charter change. This fles in the face of the 
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ments and suspicions. But the trouble is that 
it's often a case of the blind leading the blind, 
to the spread and perpetuation of misconcep- 
tions and misinformation. This is why Advo- 
cates for Youth feels part of its mandate is to 
share accurate information with young people 
and help them make responsible decisions. 
Then, they also seek to help form “peer advo- 
cates,” young people who are armed with the 
right information and can be counted on to 
lead discussions on sexual matters. 

What are young people most curious about? 
‘We get the most questions about masturbation 
and oral sex,” says Cyndy, adding with a laugh 
that a lot of young people "believe that if you just 
‘talk diry you're already engaging in oral sex.” 


BUT judging from a discussion I caught on ANC 
on the controversy over the reaching guides on 
reproductive health, spreading misconceptions 
and misinformation about sex is precisely what 
the critics want to happen. 

A guest a the show, CBCP consultant lawyer Jo 
Imbong, asked what particular parts of the modules 
she objected to, read a paragraph that says sex can 
bea source of pleasure as well as a means of repro- 
duction. 1 nearly fell off my chair. Does Imbong 
want the Department of Education to teach by 

sople that sex brings no pleasure whatsoever? An 
[Г the official position of the CBCP that people 
shouldn't be having sex for the thrill of it? I have no 
doubt the worthies at the CBCP have no objections 
po people havin ser they want us ro have калу 

ies as possible, after all. But perhaps they ot 
о as having fun while doing е deed, especially 
when it won't result in a pregnancy. 

bong also read another objectionable state- 


reality of perpetual gridlock between the two 
chambers and the adversarial relationship be- 
tween the executive and legislature in our cur- 
rent system. The structural defect can be reme- 
died by a shift to а parliamentary system, but this 
group isnt convinced about its necessity. 

It’s been noted in various quarters that many 
members of One Voice are the Cory era 
who pushed for the 1987 Constitution. Appar- 
ently, the marching order from Ms Aquino is, 
don't tinker with my Constitution. Some people 
have also noted that the CBCP president, Arch- 
bishop Angel Lagdameo, is close to Ms Aquino, 
because he is related to her close associate, 
Margie Pengson Juico, whose mom is a Lag- 
dameo. Such personal detail is non sequitur. In- 
stead, the Charter-change debate should rise 
above personal issues, and among the institu- 
tions that should examine Jr dapasionstety is 
the Church. It should go b: rhetorical ar- 
guments like, “what needs to be reformed are 
the hearts of those in government.” But maybe 
that's right: after 60 years our leaders have not 
reformed. But isn't this primarily the domain of 
the Church? Shouldn't it share in the blame, 
perhaps because of too much politicking? 

‘Those opposing people's initiative are exhibit- 
ing paranoia. Reports зу that Sigaw ng Bayan 
has gathered more than the necessary number of 
signatures, which is at least 3 percent of the total 
number of registered voters in every district. That 
percentage has been reached in all districts ex- 
cept in the opposition bailiwicks of Makati and 
San Juan where the two mayors’ henchmen аге 
reported to have employed all sorts of tactics to 
thwart the verification process. Reports say that 
in Makati, the election officer comes to work only 
once a week, slowing down the verification pro- 
cess. Also, Mayor Jejomar Binay's operatives 
have allegedly succeeded in inserting the signa- 
tures of fake voters into the initiative list and 
loudly denounced them as spurious. In San Juan, 
Sigaw volunteers are reportedly being intimidat- 
ed and some signatories are being asked to with- 
draw their signatures. 


ment, one that said masturbation is “natural” and 
won't result in any harm to one's health. Imbong 
thought this was the height of irresponsibility and 
immorality. My gosh, are we back to the days of 
teaching students that masturbation will result in 
hairy palms, pimples and nervous breakdownis? 

C'mon, let's not lie to our children! Masturba- 
tion is natural and babies indulge in it the mo- 
ment they discover the pleasure to be gotten from 
touching their genitals. Its not as if young people 
have to be taught it, or encouraged to indulge in 
it. When students ask, with some anxiety, if mas- 
turbation is "normal," Cyndy says their speakers 
assure them itis. "But we also add that some reli- 
gions teach that masturbation is immoral and a 
sin, and that depending on your beliefs, you have 
to make your own decisions about iL" 
ANOTHER critic of sex education has claimed 
that elementary-level students are asked to 
bring to school fruits and vegetables shaped 
like male genitals so they can learn how to put 
onacondom. 

А DepEd official has stated that she has yet 
to find such "scandalous" material in the mod- 
ules, but even if it were true, what's wrong 
with it? 

What's wrong about putting condoms on 
bananas and eggplants? How else are young 
people to learn how to put on condoms prop- 
erly? Would the objectors prefer that they 
practice on their classmates? I'm sure that 
even if anatomically correct dildos were used, 
someone would likewise kick up a fuss. 

For every 10 students who enter Grade 1, 
only seven will be able to graduate and move 
оп to high school, For every 10 students enter- 
ing first year, only six will be able to graduate. 
What happens to the dropouts? The 43 per. 
cent out-of-school youth (more than half of 
whom are unemployed) are most at risk of 
mistimed and unwanted pregnancies and sex- 
ually transmitted infections. We must do all 
we can to reach them and give them informa- 
tion they need before they slip through the 
cracks and make decisions they will regret for 
the rest of their lives, 


A flat world and a round ball 


WITH THE FINAL STAGE OF THE WORLD CUP 
approaching, now is а good opportunity for а 
mid-tournament appraisal. 

This year’s Cup, unlike the previous one in 
Japan and South Korea in 2002, didn’t witness 
any real upsets in the first round. Switzerland 
and Australia surprisingly reached the elimina- 
tion round, and the Asian and African teams dis- 
appointed somewhat, with only Ghana advanc- 
ing. There have been just two ugly matches so far, 
full of fouls, nasty attacks and unnecessary ag- 
gression, as well as numerous yellow and red 
cards: Italy versus the United States, and Portugal 
versus the Netherlands. Otherwise, we're experi- 
encing a wonderful Cup in Germany, in terms of 
both sportsmanship and the overall atmosphere, 

As for Germany and the Germans, one hardly 
recognizes one's own country and people. Even 
Mother Nature has played along. After а long 
winter and a non-existent spring, summer started 
promptly with the first kick-off—and virtually 
overnight, Germany has flaunted its sunniest and 
most delightful side. The weather is Mediter- 
ranean, and all of a sudden, so are the people. 

The Cup's organization has been exceptional 
(es was to be expected), with excellent police 
work giving hooligans hardly a chance. The 
whole of Germany has been celebrating a never- 
ending party with guests from all over the world 
(which was not expected). And the German team. 
has put on a wonderful display of heart-warming 
and modern offensive soccer (which nobody 
could have expected!) 

More importantly, not only in the German 
team, but also in the country as a whole, a young, 
cool, laid-back and carefree Germany is raising its 
head, a Germany that is cosmopolitan, friendly 
and good-humored. Years of bad news appear to 
have passed the Germans by without a trace. Doc- 
tors are on strike, taxes are on the rise, the parties 
in government are mauling each other, and Chan- 
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cellor Angela Merkel herself proclaimed in а 
speech that the country is in disastrous shape. But 
the Germans, undaunted by it all, simply keep 
celebrating one great soccer party with their new- 
found friends from all over the world. 

"The black, red and gold German tricolor 
adorns the entire country as never before, but al- 
‘most nowhere are there nationalist undertones. 
In fact, the flags of many nations fly alongside the 
German flag. In Berlin, as in other large German 
cities, taxis sport the flags of their drivers’ home 
countries—from Angola to Saudi Arabis. Fans 
don not just their nations’ flags, but also fantastic 
costumes evocative of their home countries’ col- 
ors. Flags are flown in hopes of victory, but also 
serve to dry the tears of defeat. 

Tn short, Germany during the World Cup is 
reminiscent of a Shakespearean midsummer 
nights dream, with a touch of Woodstock to boot. 
Outside the stadiums, public screenings of the 
games have become joyous mass “happenings.” 

‘And how is the soccer? This World Cup demon- 
strates three main developments that the sport has 
undergone. First, Europe and South America are 
more dominant than four years ago and remain the 
unchallenged great powers of international soccer. 
So we must hope that the World Cup in South Africa 
in 2010 will finally bring greater global parity. 

‘Second, international soccer is witnessing the 
advent of a new generation. Spain, Argentina and 
Germany, to name but a few countries, have put 
forward very young teams that have played an 


impressive game, On the French, English and Por- 
tuguese teams, too, it is the young players that 
have shone—despite the continuing presence of 
Zidane, Beckham and Figo. Even the Brazilian 
‘squad is looking more aggressive and likely to 
score with young players like Robinho and Junin- 
ho than with their aging champions from 2002. 

‘This generational change is accelerated by a 
third development. At the top international level, 
soccer has become faster and more athletic, and the 
top teams can shrink space on the field more effec- 
tively. A team that is unable to keep going at full 
speed for the full 90 (or more) minutes, switch from 
defense to offense quickly with the whole team, and 
‘maintain control of the ball to restrict their oppo- 
ments movements won't stand much of a chance. 

Here, soccer parallels today's globalized mar- 
kets, which make similar restructuring of nation- 
al economies necessary. Unlike economic global- 
ization, however, it remains to be seen whether 
this new, fast-paced style of soccer will prevail 
(after all, the young blood of Spain lost to the old 
boys of France). The sport and its fans will cer- 
tainly profit if it does. 

For now, we have a World Cup filled with soc- 
cer that is being shaped by a new, young genera- 
tion both on and off the playing field—light- 
hearted, enthralling and beautiful to watch. Let's 
hope thar when the last whistle blows at the finals 
in Berlin on July 9, Germans will retain as much 
of this positive spirit as possible. Germany ur- 
gently needs this kind of optimism, because, un- 
fortunately, two universal principles will conti 
ше to apply in the бише: first, the winter will re- 
turn, and, second, the ball is round, and the next 
game is always the most difficult. Project Syndi- 
cate/Institute for Human Sciences 
Joschka Fischer, a leader of the Green Party for 
nearly 20 years, was Germany's foreign minister 
‘and vice chancellor from 1998 to 2005. 
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Second mother 


HOW COULD ANYONE HAVE KNOWN THAT FOR THE 
better part of 23 years, a timid woman from Masbate would 
be able to make magic? 

She floats around the house, singing a tune she has made 
up, cleaning and washing and wiping along the way. She cuts 
through our house like a typhoon, but accomplishing the ex- 
act opposite by bringing order instead of destruction. When 
she is done, the 
house is spicand- 
span again. 

Ever since I can re- 
member, I could al- 
‘ways count on Ate 
Purs being some- 
where near She is 
like a fixture in the 
house, always 
watching over me. 
My mother told me 
she was there before. 
Twas born, anticipating my birth. And as I grew up, she be- 
came something like my second mother. When I was still a 
child she played with me if there was nobody else I could 
play with. She cleaned up after my mess and made the food, 
toys or whatever I had thrown up on the floor magically dis- 
appear. 

it never entered my mind that she was a helper hired to 
take care of me. To me she was Ate Purs, period, 

When I was young, the only thing that could lull me to 
sleep was a warm bottle of milk and the gentle patting of my 
behind, Ate Purs fought off her own sleepiness to do it every 
night. When I woke up wanting some milk, she would be up 
quickly to prepare a bottle. And when I used the toilet as a 
toddler, she patiently waited for me to finish so that she 
could clean me up. 

‘She went on a vacation once, and for the first time I was 
aware that she was not there with me. I felt a little empty and 
lonely Whenever she called on the phone, 1 would cry and 
tell her that I missed her. And when she came back, I was 
filled with happiness and everything was right with, the 
‘world once again. It was the first time I realized she wouldn't 
always be there. 

When I started going to school, she would take me еге 
and fetch me and help me with my projects. These are little 
things to which any normal kid would not give a second 
thought. To me then, it was the most natural thing in the 
world: She was there and the world was OK. 

Thave sometimes wondered why she hasn't left us. I knew 
she could, like the many other house help my parents hired 
to work with her. They either left for abroad or found other 
jobs. No one stayed for more than a few years—all of them 
dropping out like prime ministers of a chaotic government. I 
have never found the answer to my question. 

As 1 grew up, I didn't need to have my butt gently patted or 
my bottle of milk prepared for me anymore. But still she 
stayed. р 

То this day, she still works around the house and keeps it 
clean and tidy. She does these things day in and day out, with 
unselfish devotion. 

Once I told her that she didn't need to clean my room since 
it looked fine. She went ahead and cleaned it anyway. 

Whenever she goes on vacation, my room quickly falls in- 
to disarray, with books, papers and miscellaneous items 
scattered all around. But when she returns, these things fly 
back like magic to their places, filed neatly in stacks and 
rows. 

‘Ate Purs didn't get married. 1 don't know if she ever fell in 
love, though I have teased her about this a number times. 

She helps support the other members of her family with 
the salary we pay her. She serves us—no, she gives herself 
to us—so completely and with so much loyalty and devo- 
tion that it approaches something very much like love. 
‘And we reciprocate by treating her like a member of the 
family. 

‘My grandmother told me that such people are hard to 
find. I agree. To my mind, she is the epitome of the honest, 
hardworking Filipino striving to have a better life. Whoever 
thought of us as indolent should take a look at her. She works 
without thinking of herself, and keeps on looking after the 
interests of the people she loves. 1 once joked that if other 
“servants” (as in public servants) were like her, we would 
have been a rich country a long time ago. 

Т have observed other people with their house help, and 
somehow they look different to me. They treat their house 
help differently, like servants. Katulong. 

о, Ate Purs, is not a karulong. She is Ate Purs to me and 
nothing else. 

Tve made some mistakes and I've hurt her feelings a few 
times without meaning it. She's made a few mistakes in the 
past, but we've both forgiven each other, because we're fami- 
ly. I'm proud to say I have two mothers who have given me so 
much in the two decades Ihave spent on earth. 

Tn recent months, we have noted that her hearing isn't 
that good anymore. She also tends to forget instructions and 
she sometimes misplaces things. She's getting old, and I'm 
getting old, too, 1 know that nothing lasts forever, and she 
may not be with us much longer. But I hope that when I go 
home, Ate Purs’ magic will stili be there and ай will be right 
with the world 


Younc BLoop 


Jobn Timojin Tawasil 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Rd.. 


John Timojin Tawasil, 22, is a third year ‘student at the UP Col- 
lege of Medicine. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 
Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, the posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Unethical sharing 

“Is it ethical for two senators to sign a written con- 
tract to divide a public office between themselves with- 
‘our the participation of other senators?” 
Sen Miriam Defensor Santagoon theterm sharing deal be- 
тееп Senate Presiden Franklin Drilon and Sen. Manny Villar 


Nickel 

“I feel like a nickel among dimes.” 
gen Juan Flavier the “poorest” senator witha net worth of 
F3 4 million- 
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Distorted sense of priorities 


1 WAS EXPECTING PRESIDENT 
Macapagal-Arroyo to declare 
“war? on poverty. But she instead 
announced the allotment of Pl 
billion for her anti-insurgency 
campaign. The Arroyo administra- 
tion easily finds the money to 
spend for guns, bullets and other 
hardware items. But for programs 
that would provide the poor the 
means to buy food and other basic 
needs, itis so stingy. 

For instance, last November 
2004, the government launched 


the food for work program. It was 
supposed to provide P1,200 
worth of food vouchers for 
50,000 families in five depressed 
provinces. The total amount of 
the project for six months was 
P360 million. But what actually 
happened? The program was im- 
plemented only for one month, 
with the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development spend- 
ing P60 million. 

‘What kind of persons do we 
have in the present government? 


‘The President and her top advisers 

have no reluctance to splurge on 

billions pesos just to survive politi- 

cally and keep the loyalty of the 

generals but they cannot shell out 

just P300 million for 50,000 fami- 
Ties. 

—RAFFY REY HIPOLITO, 

policy advocacy officer, 

Foodfirst Information & Action 

Network-Philippines 

(Fian Philippines), 

9B Matulungin St., 

Barangay Central, QC 


Parallel importation of drugs an unecessary solution 


PLEASE ALLOW US TO CLARIFY 
some issues in Neal Cruz's col- 
umnj titled "Law to control 
medicine prices here soon." (PDI, 
6/9/06) 

The price of medicines is just 
опе of many factors that affect the 
health condition of our people. 
More than the price factor, the 
quality of available medicines is of 
foremost importance. Many peo- 
ple are lured to buy "cheap" 
medicines that are in fact fake. 
These drugs will not cure—and 
could even worsen—an illness. 

То ensure that the medicines 
we buy are genuine, effective and 
‘manufactured from pure ingredi- 
ents, the government should set 
up more stringent assaying proce- 
dures. The police and our health 
authorities should go after those 
who are producing баке 
medicines. The Bureau of Food 
and: Drugs should more closely 
monitor the quality of medicine 
importations and impose sanc- 
tions when applicable. 

We believe the government 
should implement a comprehen- 


sive health care reform program 
to include increased LGU budgets 
for health care, wider health in- 
surance coverage for the poorest 
of the poor, more rural health cen- 
ters in far-flung barangays, as well 
as programs restricting our doc- 
tors, nurses and health profession- 
als from working abroad, and en- 
ticing more students to take up 
medicine. 

Ме oppose parallel importation. 
because it promotes counterfeit 
medicines and infringes on intel- 
lectual property rights. Low- 
priced medicines need not be im- 
ported. These are available as 
generic drugs in all Mercury drug- 
stores throughout the country 
sometimes in even lower prices 
than those imported from India by 
the Philippine International Trad- 
ing Center (ПТО) 

If the government is keen on 
providing more people with cheap 
medicines, the PITC should im- 
port raw materials and sell these 
to local manufacturers at minimal 
margins, or import bulk finished 
products, process them locally 


and distribute them through the 
Botika ng Bayan outlets. 

Local and multinational drug 
providers, most of whom are 
members of the Pharmaceutical 
and Healthcare Association of the 
Philippines (PHAP), seek to pro- 
tect the industry and the public 
from fake drugs, which the World 
Health Organization recognizes as 
“a global health problem causing 
death, disability and injury affect- 
ing adults and children.” 

‘Since 2003, the PHAPCares 
Foundation has committed to give 
free essential medicines to thou- 
sands of Filipinos through the 
"Medicine for Indigents" program. 
This program intends to donate 
P100 million worth of quality, es- 
sential medicines yearly tothe DOH 
for distribution to indigent patients 
in 72 hospitals nationwide. 

—LEO P WASSMERJR., 
executive vice president/CEO, 
Pharmaceutical Healthcare. 
Association of the Philippines 
(PHAP), Unit 502 One Corporate 
Plaza Condominium, 

845 Pasay Road, Makati City 


Columnist is himself in ‘personal conflict’ 


THIS IS TO CORRECT THE FALSI- 
ties in Victor C. Agustin's column 
titled "When your lawyer is their 
lawyer" (PDI, 6/26/06) 

For the record: 

1. Our firm does not represent, 
and has never represented, the 
Romualdezes or any of their com- 
panies, including Trans Middle 
East which is involved in the dis- 
pute regarding shares of stock in 
Equitable-PCI Bank. 

2. Our firm does not represent, 


and has never represented con- 
flicting interests. We are commit- 
ted to our Code of Professional Re- 
sponsibility, and we act in accor- 
dance with the high ethical stan- 
dards required of lawyers. 

3. When reading Agustin's arti- 
des against our firm and/or its 
parmers, the public should take 
caution: Agustin is actually in "per- 
sonal conflict’; he is involved in a 
family feud where our firm repre- 
sents the side opposed to that of 


Agustin's. Further, we act as the 
private prosecutor in a criminal 
сазе pending against Agustin. 

We continue to respect press 
freedom, even if Agustin has 
crossed its boundaries many times. 

—TROY A. LUNA, 
managing partner, 

Roco Kapunan Migallos 

& Luna Law Offices, 

16/F Strata 2000 Building, 
E Ortigas Jr. Road, 
Ortigas Center, Pasig City 


Time for De Quiros to move on to other topics 


1 CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY 
Conrado de Quiros keeps on at- 
tacking President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo to a point that he sounds like 
a broken record. His below-the- 
belt tirades against GMA do not 
speak well of his credentials and 
upbringing. 

It is clear he hates the President 
and the words of ridicule that spill 
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on his columns are sour grapes. 
He should be reminded that he is 
also living in a glass house where 
he is hiding tons of skeletons in his 
closet. How insensitive of him to 
treat a lady the way he does, as if 
heis not a Christian. Is there a hid- 
den agenda somewhere? 

De Quiros should back off! A 
gentleman should treat a woman 


like а lady. But he has been bark- 
ing up this poor lady for a long 
time; it's now time that he moved 
оп to other topics. Besides, one is 
presumed innocent until proven 
guilty. Up to this time, De Quiros 

hasn't proven anything. 
—FRANCISCO REYES JR., 
Lindaville Subd. Phase 1, 
Tagbilaran City, Bohol 


‘THEY. WILL BE THE JUDGES. 
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Religious delusions 


1 AM ALREADY LIVING IN THE 
United States, but found the news 
item "Govt letting Lafayette rape 
us some more, says bishops" (PDI, 
6/19/06) disturbing. It showed 
that some of our Church leaders 
are delusional—they sound as if 
everything they say and do are cor- 
rect and mandated by heaven 
Take Bishop Arturo Bastes. Af- 


ter being invited by the govern- " 


ment to head the Rapu-Rapu Fact- 
Finding Commission (RRFFC), he 
now has nothing good to say 
about a ruling issued by the De- 
partment of the Environment and 
Natural Resources on the matter. 

It is the right of Bishop Bastes, 
and of any ordinary citizen, to dis- 
agree with the DENR. But without 
amy real knowledge on mining 
and the environment, Bishop 
Bastes cannot be allowed to throw 
tantrums in his desire to superim- 
pose lis opinion over the scientific. 
findings of the experts whom the. 
DENR assembled to help it come 
up with the correct ruling. 

With all due respect to Bishop 
Bastes, the days of Padre Damaso 
are long since over. At the very 
least, he should respect the consti- 
tutional principle of the separa- 
tion of Church and State. What 
will he threaten us with next 
time? Excommunication? 

The big mistake probably was 
that Bishop Bastes, a known anti- 
mining personality, was appointed 
to head the RRFFC. Had a more 
objective person been asked to 
head the commission, I believe 
that its report and recommenda- 
tions would have been very simi- 
lar to those of the DENR. 

‘The DENR ruling calls for a 30- 
day test run to ensure that 
Lafayette adheres to environmen- 
tally sound mining practices and 
that there won't be a repeat of the 
‘wastewater spills last year. If 
Lafayette flunks the test, out it will 
go. Isee no better ruling than that, 
especially since the effects of the 
‘wastewater spills were grossly ex- 
aggerated by anti-mining forces. 

Environment Secretary Angelo 
Reyes also whipped in shape the 
field men of the DENR as he ac- 
knowledged some lapses commit- 
ted by them in monitoring 
Lafayette's operation. 

But as Sen. Edgardo Angara has 
said on Rapu-Rapu, “all's well that 
ends well.” As long as the environ- 
ment and mining communities аге 
protected, there should be no rea- 
son for Filipinos not to be given 
the chance to benefit fully from 
the countrys rich mineral re- 
sources. 


—JENINA BANDY, 
jbandy06@aim.com 
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No need of new laws on billboards 


CONGRATULATIONS TO PUBLIC 
"Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane for finally issuing a circu- 
lar ordering the dismantling 
and/or transfer of those ugly, gi 
ant billboards within 100-meter 
radius of major roads, national 
highways and transmission lines. 

T recently wrote Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago and Quezon 
City Councilor Edcel Lagman Jr. 
to inquire about their legislative 
proposals regulating the installa- 
tion of billboards. 1 was privi- 
leged to attend the Senate com- 
mittee hearing on Santiago's bill 
as a representative of the Quezon 
City homeowners and it was 
there where I heard the DPWH 
representatives say that the Na- 
tional Building Code does prohib- 
it structures which constitute 
hazards to life and limb (and 
morals?); so, even without her 
bill, the DPWH can dismantle 
those hazards. 

Quezon City has Ordinance 
No. 171, approved on Nov. 20, 


1939 yet, signed by Mayor Tomas 
Morato, But this has been hon- 
ored more in the breach than in 
the observance. Due to my pester- 
ing City Hall with my letters, Lag- 
man sent me a copy of his pro- 
posed ordinance which, unfortu- 
nately, has not yet been acted up- 
on. 
Anyway, whether or not those. 
legislations are enacted, God for- 
bid, should a billboard fall on me 
and 1 live to tell the tale, I know 
whom to sue. Who else but Mayor 
Sonny Belmonte and his city engi- 
neer? They issue and renew the li- 
censes every year, and before they 
do that they have to certify that 
those ugly giants are safe and 
sound. Their certification/clear- 
ance should include that they do 
not contribute to the "uglification" 
ofour city. 
—CONSUELO D. SISON, 
Emilia Imperial 
Dancel Foundation, 
10 Alpha Rd., 
Alpha Village, Quezon City 


Burma fooling Asean and UN 


INQUIRER COLUMNIST JUAN L. 
Mercados column  "Greasing 
skids” (PDI, 6/1/06) hit the nail 
right on its Мева. The military jun- 
ta of Burma slapped the world 
again on the face when it extend- 
ed Aung San Suu Kyi's house ar- 
rest for another year. This exten- 
sion is not just a “domestic” con- 
cem. It raises an international is- 
sue—like the arrest and detention. 
of Ninoy Aquino during the dicta- 
torship of Ferdinand Marcos 
did—that merits international 
condemnation. 

The world should rail against a 
state that doesn't recognize hu- 
man rights. The world should con- 
demn a state that sets aside 
democracy. The world should пог 
just sit and relax when the peoples 
of Burma are being murdered, 
raped, forced to work without pay 
by a military regime whose copy- 
cat we Filipinos fought and ousted 
in 1986. 

Just recently, UN Undersecre- 
tary General Ibrahim Gambari vis- 
ited Suu Kyi and told reporters 
that there “appears to be a willing- 
ness (on the part of the junta) to 
tum a new page in its relations 
with the international communi- 
y" He said that his dialogue with 
Suu Kyi "could be a way to prepare 
the ground” for her release. It was 
the first time Suu Kyi was permi 
ted to see anyone in more than 
two years. But Gambari misread 
the junta. He forgot that the mili 
tary regime usually makes unpre- 
dictable and irrational decisions 
(e. the extension of Suu Kyi's 
detention, the transfer of the seat 
of government to Pyinama, a jun- 
gle in Burma). 

No less than UN Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan has appealed to 
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Burmese Gen. Tan Shwe “to do the 
right thing." But the hard-headed 
junta has not done any "right 
thing” for more than four decades. 
What more can we say? What else 
can we tell the United Nations, to 
the UN Security Council and the 
Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations? “We told you so!” 

We at the Asia Pacific Solidarity 
Coalition (Apsoc) and Free Burma 
Coalition-Philippines (FBC-Phils) 
believe that the most powerful or- 
gan of the UN must intervene es- 
pecially now that Burma has 
‘cross-border problems like drugs, 
HIV and refugees in neighboring 
countries like Thailand and China. 
How many more human rights vi- 
lations must the junta commit 
before the UN and Asean decide 
“it’s enough? 

‘Asean continues to defend its 
policy of constructive engage- 
ment and non-interference in the 
case of Burma. It is as if this poli- 
cy has done something for the 
hundreds of women who have 
been raped in Burma, or for that 
country's more than 1,300 politi- 
cal prisoners. Mercado said it 
right: Asean made a tragic mis- 
take in 1977 when it admitted 
Burma to its ranks in the hope 
that it could streamline the mili- 
tary. regime. After almost а 
decade, nothing has happened. 
The junta has simply used the re- 
gional grouping as a shield to in- 
ternational criticism, while fool- 
ing not just the Asean itself but 
the entire UN system as well. 

—ISAGANI V. ABUNDA II, 
advocacy officer, 
Initiatives for International 
Dialogue (11D), 

15Door 15, Casal Bld; 
Anonas Road, Quezon City 
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cause its structure and procedures violate” 
the international agreement that covers 
treatment of prisoners of war, as well as the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, Justice 
John Paul Stevens wrote for the court majori- 
у 


Bin Laden’s driver 

‘The decision was a legal and political blow 
for the administration in a case brought by 
Hamdan, who was Osama bin Laden's driver. 
in Afghanistan, Hamdan, captured in Novem- 
ber 2001, is one of about 450 foreign terror- 
ism suspects at the US naval base in Guan- 
tanamo Bay, Cuba. 

The ruling, handed down on the last day 
of the court’s 2005-06 term, followed the 


Bush military tribunals 
illegal, rules US high court 


the legislative authority to create military 
commissions of the kind at issue here." 

The courts conservatives—Justices An- 
tonin Scalia, Clarence Thomas and Samuel 
Alito, who was appointed by Bush—dissent- 
ed. 

‘The ninth member of the court, Chief Jus- 
tice John Roberts, also appointed by Bush, re- 
moved himself because he was on the US ap- 
peals court panel that ruled for the Bush ad- 
ministration in Hamdan's case. 


Deadly enemy 

‘Thomas warned in a dissent that the major- 
ity ruling meant that terrorists needed to be 
caught "red handed" before they could be 
tried under the laws of war. 

“Te would sorely hamper the President's 
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ability to confront and defeat a deadly ene- PRISON SCENE: Guar 
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Guantanamo Bay US Naval Base in Cuba stands watch as another does a 3-minute visual 


suicides of three Guantanamo prisoners my” he wrote. 
this month and increased calls for Bush to 

close the prison camp. US treatment of in- 
mates at Guantanamo and in Iraq and ay 
‘Afghanistan has drawn international criti- 4 
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Reuters, AFP  checkofthe single prisoner in each cell inside block A of the maximum security prison Camp 5. 


Bush stands by tribunals РА erent tae h 
But the Bush administration refused to 1 n— an = 
abandon military tribunals for Guantanamo А 


Bay inmates despite the ruling. 

Officials also stressed the decision did not 
mean Guantanamo would quickly shut 
down. 

Bush himself sought to diminish the rul- 
ing, saying, "The American people need to 
know that this ruling, as 1 understand it, 
won't cause killers to be put out on the 
street." 

Bush said he would consult with the US 
Congress to attain authority for military tri- 
bunals. 

Senate Armed Services Committee members 
vowed to hold hearings promptly this summer on 
appropriate procedures, Committee chairman 
‘Senator John Warner said he would make the is- 
sue a “top priority" 

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman 
Arlen Specter introduced legislation to re- 
quire the government to periodically show to 
a court that it has sufficient grounds to detain 
the Guantanamo prisoners. The Pennsylvania 
Republican said he has scheduled a hearing 
for July 11. 

А Pentagon spokesman reiterated the need 
for a US facility to hold dangerous captives. 
Bush spokesperson Tony Snow added: “This 
will not mean closing down Guantanamo. No- 
body gets a ‘get out of jail free’ card.” 


‘Avictory for law’ 

‘The Washington Post and The New York 
‘Times on Friday hailed the decision as “a victory 
for law,” while the ultraconservative Washington 
‘Times condemned it as a dangerous restriction of 
presidential authority. 

The first tribunals were set up June 
2004. Officials said Thursday that between 
40 and 80 Guantanamo detainees were 
considered eligible for war crimes trials. 
Only 14 have been publicly identified and 
of those, only 10 have been charged, in- 
cluding Hamdan. 

The ruling only addressed the military tri- 
bunals, not the broader issues of whether “en- 
emy combatants” can be held indefinitely or 
whether the camp should be closed. 

Stevens, at 86 the high court's longest-serv- 
ing justice and a leading liberal, said the tri 
bunals failed to provide one of the most fun- 
damental protections under US military rules, 
the right for a defendant to be present at all 
proceedings. 

Ina 73-page opinion, he also said there was 
no reason why Hamdan could not be tried by 
court-martial, which offers greater protec- 
tions for defendants than the tribunal. 

One of Hamdan's lawyers, Lt. Cmdr. 
Charles Swift, praised the ruling. "All we 
wanted was a fair trial," he said outside the 
Supreme Court. 


Human rights groups 

Civil liberties and human rights groups 
were also jubilant, 

‘Amnesty International said it “sends a clear 
message to President Bush that he eannot act 
unilaterally to create a system of law from 
thin aic" 

Nicholas Howen, secretary-general of the 
International Commission of Jurists in Gene- 
уа, said, "Now is the time for the Bush admin- 
istration to move ahead swiftly to release all 
prisoners in Guantanamo.” 

Stevens said the military tribunals were not 
authorized by the US Congress. He did not ad- 
dress whether the government can detain 
Hamdan indefinitely but said the government 
must "comply with the rule of law” in seeking 


to try Hamdan and subject him to criminal | 
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punishment. 

‘Stevens also wrote the Supreme Court de- 
cision two years ago ruling that the Guan- 
tanamo prisoners can sue in US courts. M 


He was joined by justices David Souter, 
Open your door to a brand new car. 
Buy GE appliances and get a chance to win 


Justices rejected claims the decision would 
undermine the “war on terror.” 


Nota blank check 
"The Court's conclusion ultimately rests on 
a single ground: Congress has not issued the 


Executive a ‘blank check.” 
"Indeed, Congress has de 
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Ruth Bader Ginsburg, Stephen Breyer and An- 

thony Kennedy. 
one of two Mitsubishi Lancer GLS. 
9 Reader's Digest Trusted Brand Platinum Award 
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‘The concurring opinion signed by the four 
Winner of the Distributor of the Year Award from GE Consume 
Še and Industrial Asia for 2004 & 2005 (CYA Industries) 
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From colonizers to tourists: DOT lures Spaniards to RP 
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information on diving sites in the Philippines, 
an archipelago of 7,107 islands. 


Not exotic enough? 

As Durano explained it, the reason 
Spaniards do not go to their former colony 
often is that they find it to be "Western" and 
not as exotic as, say, China, Thailand or Viet- 
nam, 

“Buropeans go on cultural tours, we are 
seen more as Western than Asian ... This is 
‘one area where the fact that we have histori- 
cal ties is not a draw,” said. 

“We are not exotic from the point of view of 
Europeans.” 


Playing catchup 

He said the Philippines had sent many peo- 
ple to Spain to be trained on tourism matters, 
this country being one of the world’s biggest 
targets of tourist organizers. 

"Hopefully we can catch up,” he said of the 
efforts to snare more Spanish tourists. 

Durano said that, on the whole, the 


pines had been growing, with the country. 


earning $2.5 billion in "tourism receipts 
last yea 

He said the DOT intended to increase to PRESIDENT Macapagal-Arroyo gestures as she is presented 
five million the number of tourists entering Spanish President Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero the replica of the 
the Philippines-annually. Foreign visitors last uniform of the Spanish Guardia Civil Thursday night during the 
year totalled about 2.6 million. ‘exchange of historical icons at the Palacio de la Moncloa in Madrid. 


Footloose solons slow on the draw 


ed atthe luxurious Ritz Hotel here. 

Zubiri stressed that for most of 
them, it was a working trip—not a 
sightseeing tour. And each time the 
officials tried to take some down 
time, they were haunted by bad 
luck: 

Zubiri and a companion were 
robbed outside the Vatican in Rome. 
"Three youngsters robbed me and my 
companion outside the Vatican. was 
able to prevent them from getting my 
wallet, but my companion lost cash 
and valuables,” he related. 


ї 
number of tourists entering the ry 
£ 


them to invest in his province. 

For Samar Gov. Ben Evardone, the 
trip gave him an opportunity to meet 
with officials of the Spanish Red 
Cross to ask them to increase the P10 
million they had given for the 
province's water system projects and 
electrification, 

“We need more financial assistance 
to put up clean toilets for schools and 
other areas and a barangay day care 
center,” Evardone said. 

North Cotabato Rep. Emmylou J. 
Talino-Santos said this trip was not 
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eryone's information, yesterday's ex- 
change rate was P67.20 to one euro. 
, “Medyo mahirap dukutin dahil 
kanya-kanyang bayad (Its hard to 
get money from your wallet if you're 
paying the bill),” Zubiri said relat- 
ing how after dinner at an expensive 
restaurant here, his colleagues took 
a long time before anyone picked up 
the tab. 

Zubiri who was travelling with his 
wife Audrey said he had paid for their 


trip. The couple arrived here from Some members of the delegation something she really wanted, having 
Paris where they attended the wed- were not allowed to see Pope Bene- just come from a European trip with 
ding of Zubinis sister. dict XVI. Other members did not join her family. 


He said that he joined the official 
delegation to show his “appreciation” 
to King Carlos I and the Spanish gov- 
ernment for the assistance they had 


Last year, Santos had begged off 
from an official trip to New York, so 
this time, she could not say no to the 
President. 


the dinner with Spanish King Juan 
Carlos I and Queen Sofia. 

‘Camarines Sur Gov. Luis Raymund 
Villafuerte Jr. said he did not travel to 


given Mindanao. Rome to see the Pope, which was con- "It's not a request, it's an order,” 
"s 2 trary to the statement of Executive Santos said of Ms Arroyo's decision to 
ing at the Ritz Secretary Eduardo Ermita. include her in the delegation, adding 


As for his colleagues, Zubiri said 
their expenses would be deducted 
from their travel allowance which 
had allotments for trips within their 
district and other official rps. 

Like President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
Zubiri and other officials, were billet- 


" that it was the Palace that paid for her 
More financial assistance E us 

"Early on, the Vatican had made it 
clear that only members of the First 
Family can see the Pope," Villafuerte 
said, adding that he had met with 
Spanish tour operators to convince 


And since she had to accompany 
the President in all of her official 
functions, Santos said she was only 
able to see the sights on her third day 
here. : 


By Armand М. Nocum 


MADRID (VIA PLDT)—PRESIDENT MACA- 
pagab-Arroyo has ordered an inventory of all 
business applications of investors in the 
Philippines and is set to do away with 22 un- 
necessary fees collected by various agencies 
to ease investors’ red tape complaint. 

In an interview, Trade and Industry Sec- 
retary Peter Favila said Ms Arroyo had also 
decided to make the DTI the sole govern- 
ment agency to deal with investors. 

Favila also said the government had so 
far generated 580 million euros ($734 mil- 
lion) in potential investments during Ms 
Arroyo's three-day trip to Spain, where he 
noted an “under-potential of trade be- 
tween the two countries.” 

“The President assured them that they 
will only deal with one government agency, 
the DTI,” Favila said of the outcome of Ms 
Arroyo's luncheon meeting yesterday with 
Spanish businessmen associated with the 
Confederacion Española de Organiza- 
ciones Empresariales (CEOE). 

He said the businessmen had com- 
plained about red tape, poor infrastructure 
and the bad image of the country abroad, 
which Favila blamed on negative stories in 
the media. 

He said the President ordered a review of 
the applications for investments after leam- 
ing that one businessman who wanted to in- 
vest in agriculture had been waiting for a 
year, with the Department of Justice yet to 
issue a ruling on a legal question raised by 
the Department of Agrarian Reform. 


Time is of essence 
“For businessmen, time is of the essence 


PRIMUS INTER PARES 
ATENEO MBA PROGRAMS 


DEVELOPING LEADERS AMONG LEADERS 
DRIVEN BY EXCELLENCE AND THE COMMITMENT TO SERVE 


Application for admission of new students 
for the 2nd Trimester, School Year 2006-2007 
for the following degree programs is now going on: 


MBA STANDARD PROGRAM 


f 24 to 36-montb traming program for young professionals to become 


senior managers and leaders in the future. 


1 ATENEO-REGIS ACCELERATED MBA PROGRAM 
A flexible and accelerated 14-month program for employed managers 
training to become future CEO's and senior executives 


MIDDLE MANAGER MBA PROGRAM 


A focused 28-month program for empleyed managers training to 
become future CEO's and senior executives 


MBA SPECIAL CONCENTRATION 
IN HEALTH PROGRAM 


A 28-month program for professionals and leaders in the health sector 


ONLINE ADMISSION IS ALSO ACCEPTED. PLEASE 
VISIT bttp:/gsb.ateneo.edu AND CLICK ONLINE 
ADMISSION AND FILL OUT THE APPLICATION FORM. 


SCHEDULE OF ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS 
July 8 & 22, 2006 
Saturday, 8:00 a.m. 


For additional information, please write or call: 


‘THE REGISTRAR 
ATENEO PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS BUILDING 
#20 Rockwell Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati City 


‘Tels: 8997691 local 2214 to 2217 / 7292000 / 8995548 direct line 
E-mail: emansibangia sps.atenco.edu. 
Office hours: 12an - Spm. 


Upon return, the President will require 


GMA gets $734-M potential 
investments from Spain 


all government agencies to submit an in- 
ventory of all investment proposals in their 
offices, submit (a) status (report) and tell ; 
them (the investors) the status so they will 
know,” he said. 

He also said the President would also re- | 
move fees that were created by govern- - 
ment agencies on their own and leave in- 
tact those that had been created bylaw. 2 

“She will remove those fees not made by (| 
law as part of the process of lowering the 
costs of doing business here,” he said. 


Improving infrastructure 
On the matter of infrastructure, he said | 
Ms Arroyo asked the investors to help fi- | 
nance infrastructure because “domestic re- 
sources” could not cover the big costs of im- 
proving infrastructure. E 

According to Favila, some of the Spanish , 
businessmen have offered to pump in “in- 
vestment capital" in the area of infrastruc- , 
ture. 

He said Ms Arroyo also ordered that a 
trade office be put up in Spain. 

Favila said business agreements that had 
already been signed during the trip in Spain 
were those involving the Bank of Bilbao, 
which is bringing in 250 million euros for 
the exploration of gas in Palawan and other 
projects. (One euro is $1.26 or P67.78). 

These investments include 100 million 
euros for the exploration and the produc- 
tion of oil and gas; 50 million for the devel- 
‘opment and operation of hotels and resor 
50 million euros for infrastructure require- 
ments for port operations; and 50 million 
euros for IT and E-commerce activities. 

He said the bank would also pump in 50 
million euros for the development of Port. 
Irene in Cagayan. 


Best bets for PNP chief ... 
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denied that he was pushing for any candidate. 
He said the National Police Commission, 
which he concurrently chairs, had always up- 
held the principle of seniority in making its 
recommendations. 

"The Napolcom will submit to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo a list [of] the names of of- 
ficials based on the order of their seniority as 
part of the basis of her selection on who will 
be the next PNP chief,” Puno said. 

Puno was reacting to a report in the INQuIR- 
я quoting a top Malacafiang offical as saying 
that the interior secretary and Lomibao were 
engaged in a proxy fight. 

‘According to the source, Puno is pushing 
for Deputy Director General Oscar Calderon, 
PNP deputy chief for administration; and 
Lomibao, for Director Servando Hizon, chief 
of the PNP directorate for comptrollership, 
but only of two-star rank. 

Puno said the process was purely ministeri- 
al on the commission's part. 

‘Two of the three officers being considered 
to lead the 115,000-strong PNP also said 
there was neither infighting over the post nor 
astrain in their relations. 

“Hizon remains my best friend, classmate 
and province mate,” said Calderon. 

Hizon made a similar statement in a phone 
interview, saying he and Calderon remained 
buddies, even “brothers.” 

‘The two front-runners for the post are 1973 
graduates of the Philippine Military Academy. 

‘The other contender, Deputy Director Gen- 
eral Avelino Razon Jr, is the PNP deputy chief 
for operations. He belongs to PMA Class 1974. 


UptoGMA 

Puno said he would have a harmonious 
‘working relationship with whoever would be 
named as the next PNP chief. 

"Its up to the President to make the final 
decision on the matter,” he said, adding: 

“We have an excellent set of officers at the 
top of the PNB so any choice that the Presi- 
dent makes will be an excellent one.” 

‘Sr. Supt. Samuel Pagdilao Jr, PNP 
spokesperson, said Lomibao had not openly 
backed anyone as his successor. 

"We do not see any visible lobbying of con- 
tenders, and we also do not see an overt 
of preference on the part of the PNP chi 
Pagdilao said on the phone. 

“If ever, that’s between him and the Presi- 
dent, and that’s if he is asked for a recommen- 
dation,” Pagdilao added. 

А source in Camp Crame had earlier told 
the Inguimen that while an outgoing PNP chief 
traditionally listed down three likely succes- 
sors, Lomibao was set to recommend only 
zon to Ms Arroyo. 

But Pagdilao quoted Lomibao as clarifying 
over “Police Hour” on Channel 9 that his 
‘out-of-town sorties with Hizon and Director 
Noe Wong, chief of the Directorate for Logis- 
tics, were simply part of the job. 

Lomibao has made ita priority to build po- 
lice stations in the countryside, and Hizon 
and Wong are directly involved in the pro- 
jects, Pagdilao said. 

In other out-of-town trips, Lomibao had 
brought along other ranking officers, such as 
Razon, chief of Task Force Usig, and Director 
Jesus Versoza, head of the Criminal Investiga- 
tion and Detection Group. 

Pagdilao said Lomibao's entourage de- 
pended on the purpose of the visit—one set of 


officers when officiating at a groundbreaking 
ceremony for a new police station, and anoth- 
er set when following up on an ongoing inves- 
tigation. 


Senior officers 

After Lomibao, the most senior officers in 
the PNP are Calderon, Razon, and Director 
Isidro La Реда, the second, third and fourth in 
command, respectively. 

Aranking police officer, who asked not to be 
named because he was not authorized to dis- 
cuss the matter with the media, said Lomibao's 
support of Hizon might have strained relations 
among the PMA classmates. 

Two sources, who also requested anonymi- 
ty for the same reason, said Hizon, Calderon, 
La Peña and other classmates met at a restau- 
rant in Metro Manila about a month ago. 

"It was [only] a get-together, a sort of 
bonding meeting," said a source. 

But the other source said the issue of suc- 
cession was discussed. 

‘Another ranking officer pointed out that in 
the PNB political connections were extremely 
important as far as landing a good position or 
getting a promotion was concerned. 

‘He said what was definite was that the next 
PNP chief would be one who had access to the 
President and whom she really trusted, "espe- 
cially at this time of uncertainty" 


PMA buddies 

Reached on the phone, Calderon described 
Hizon as his “buddy at the PMA.” 

He said they were both assigned to Min- 
danao soon after graduation, “so the bonding 
is there." г 

Calderon said he was not taking it against 
anyone, including his classmates, to aspire to 
become the next PNP chief. "Thats everyone's 
dream,” he said. 

Hizon said he was a bit embarrassed that 
he was being perceived as chasing after the 
post that Calderon had had an eye on. 

“Ang impresyon, parang sinusulot ko. But | 
have no intention of doing that,” he told the 
Inque. "We remain friends, classmates 
even brothers.” 

Both officers said their only wish was that 
none among the contenders would go so far 
as to destroy the others’ reputation. They not 
ed that this had happened to other PMA class 
mates. 

Calderon likened the competition to loca! 
elections: “You have a list of candidates, but 
after the election, everybody goes back to 
work. We will wait for [Ms Arroyo's} ап 
nouncement. After that, we go back to norma! 
‘and support the new chief” 


All-out war 

Puno has successfully pushed for a more 
active involvement of the PNP in the Arroyo 
‘administration's “all-out” campaign to crush 
the 37-year-old communist insurgency. 

He has announced that P300 million of th: 
P1-billion allocation for the final push agains: 
the insurgents had been allotted for the PNP 

Yesterday, Puno said the money would br 
used in fortifying decrepit police stations ir 
the countryside, with such additions as Spe- 
cial Action Force personnel and defense facil 
ties against rebel attack. 

He added that part of the PNP insurgency 
budget would be used for community projects 
intended to veer public sympathy from the 
New People's Army, the armed wing of the 
Communist Party of the Philippines. 
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Semirara cleanup nears completion 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureait 


ILOILO CITY—THE CLEANUP OF THE MASSIVE 
oil spill off the coast of Semirara Island is nearing 
completion, six months after thousands of liters 
of bunker oil contaminated the island, the Na- 
tional Power Corp. (Napocor) said Wednesday. 


In a provisional certificate of 
bompletion issued to thé Napocor 
dated June 27, the Coast Guard 
has acknowledged the completion 
bf the cleanup in the 113-hectare 
hrea affected by the oil spill. 
! The final certificate of comple- 
tion is expected to be issued next 
поп after bioremediation mea- 
gures are completed, Napocor 
Spokesperson Dennis Gana said 
ina press conference. 

Gana said bioremediation 
would further minimize the envi- 
tonmental and socioeconomic 


impact of the oil spill and reduce 
the recovery time. 

Bioremediation measures in- 
volve the use of bacteria to break 
down the oil and turn them into. 
biodegradable materials. 

The Napocor and Coast Guard 
have brought in the privately 
owned First Response Marine 
Services Inc. for the completion 
of the cleaning operations in the 
affected areas, including coasts 
and mangroves. 

The Coast Guard said that at 
least 364,120 liters of bunker fuel 


were spilled near Sitio Bobog, 
Barangay Semirara when a Napoc- 
or power barge ran aground off the 
shores of Semirara on Dec. 18 last 
year due to bad weather. The spill 
is considered the biggest in the 
country's history. 

‘The Napocor has insisted that 
only 210,000 liters of bunker fuel 
were spilled due to the accident. 

Clean-up teams have collected 
75,000 sacks of contaminated 
material, of which 68,000 sacks 
have been transferred to a perma- 
nent dump on the island, said 
Gana. Around 74 drums of 
bunker fuel have also been col- 
lected. 

Rehabilitation efforts by the 
Napocor and the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources are expected to commence 
after the cleanup is completed. 

The rehabilitation measures 
include the establishment of 
mangrove nurseries, replanting 


DRY SECTION 


and the setting up of new planta- 
tion sites, which have not been af- 
fected by the oil spill. 

Scientists from the University of 
the Philippines in the Visayas ear- 
lier said in a report that the social 
and environmental impact of the 
oil spill would range from a low of 
22 million to billions of pesos. 

They said the rehabilitation 
could range from five to 10 years 
and the pre-oil spill status of the 
island could not be restored. 

The scientists also reported a 
decline in the fish catch of the 
residents and an increase in the 
number of ailments. 

But Gana said the ecosystem 
has “significantly improved and 
оп its way to full recovery” 

‘The Napocor is processing the 
claim for compensation of at least 
150 families affected by the oil 
spill. The compensation and 
livelihood assistance to residents 
is expected to reach P13 million. 


WHAT WENT BEFORE 


POWER BARGE 106 of the. 
Napocor was being towed on 
Dec. 18, 2005 by a tugboat from 
Masbate to Oriental Mindoro 
when it was battered by strong 
winds and waves. These caused 
the barge, which carried 800,000 
liters of bunker oil, to run. 
aground 200 meters off the. 
shores of Sitio Bobog, Barangay 
Semirara. The Incident damaged 
the barge's fuel tanks, according 
to the Philippine Coast Guard. 

The oil spill contaminated 
about 40 sq km of the waters off 
Semirara island, killing marine 
life, and damaged 236 hectares of 
‘mangroves, 80 hectares of which 
were old growth, bordering the 
island. 

Clean-up operations followed, 


conducted by Coast Guard per- 
sonnel and 250 residents em- 
ployed by Napocor, which shoul- 
dered the cost of cleanup pegged 
at about P90 million. 

Last February, the Napocor re- 
ported that more than 80 percent 
of Semirara's shoreline and 30 
percent of its mangrove areas 
had been cleared of oil, and that 
31,000 sacks out of about 60,000 
sacks of contaminated materials 
had been collected. Coast Guard 
spokesperson Lt. Commander 
Joseph Coyme, however, sald 
that even though the surface had 
been cleaned, about 175,000 cu- 
bic meters of зой under the man- 
groves were still contaminated by 
fuel. Cyril L. Bonabente, PDI 
Research 


P567-M flood control plan set in San Fernando 
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FVESPRITUROI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Leather and fish scales appear to be a match in this market stall in Baguio City. 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—THE 
Japan International Cooperation 
Agency and the Department of Public 
Works and Highways on Friday pre- 
sented a P567-million flood control 
plan for this Pampanga capital to pro- 
tect its more than 300,000 residents 
and 5,300 business establishments. 

Itwas also “very important" to save 
San Fernando because it hosts the of- 
fices of regional government agencies 
and serves as the gateway to the Clark 
Special Economic Zone in Pampanga 
and Subic Bay Freeport in Zambales, 
JICA adviser Shunta Dozono said in a 
forum that presented the results of a 
study on the drainage and flooding 
problems in the city. 

The study's summary said 16 of the 
35 villages are flood-prone, with wa- 
ter rising up to two meters and lasting 
from a month to three months during 
rainy season. 

The San Fernando River its 
creeks as'well as the city's drainage 
system are now "inadequate" to 
catch the excess run-off from Ange- 
les City in the north and Mexico 


town in the east, the study said. 

"Likewise, the change in land topog- 
raphy by the (1991) eruption and post- 
eruption events of Mt. Pinatubo con- 
tributes to the said problem," it said. 

“In addition, because of lahar and the 
construction of the tail dike west of the 
city the flow of San Fernando River was 
‘obstructed, causing floodwater to back- 
flow that aggravates the condition.” 

‘The tail dike was an extension of 
the southern end of the 56-km FVR 
Megadike in Bacolor town. 


More work 

‘The plan entails digging and 
widening San Fernando roads from 
the tail dike down to the Matulid 
Greek. It requires the dredging and 
expansion of at least four creeks and 
proposes a floodgate. 

Under it, the drainage system 
would have to be cleared: of-debris 
and would have to be linked to where 
the water heads out. 

Elmo Atillano, head of ће DPWH 
study team, said a detailed engineer- 
ing plan would be made after the city 


government approved the plan. 

At the same forum, marine geolo- 
gist Dr. Kelvin Rodolfo noted what he 
called “fatal weaknesses" in the plan. 

According to him, the study did not 
relate the San Fernando flooding situ? 
ation with that of neighboring Sto? 
‘Tomas and Minalin towns, which ard 
seriously flooded on wet months. The 
floodwaters in those towns flow back 
tothe city, he said. 

Sinking 

Also, the study did not take into ac^ 
count the rate by which the city’s south? 
eastern areas sank. These subsided at 
an average of 1.5 centimeters per year. 

Atillano admitted that while the 
study mentioned the subsidence prob» 
Jem and warned of its consequence; 
no detailed study was however done. 

City administrator Sonia Soto said 
the plan would he, reyiewed an. 
Rodolfo's comments” studied further 
She sald"ünnecessary" dislocation: of 
residents was among the activities that 
should beavoided. Tonette Orejas) 
PDI Central Luzon Desk t 


The Country Coordinating Mechanism for the Philippines 
Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB and Malaria Projects 


Call for Concept Proposals for the Control 
and Prevention of HIV/AIDS and Malaria 


All public and private organizations engaged in or are interested in health 
care initiatives are invited to submit concept proposals in the prevention 


Golden Buddha case revived, 
but Marcoses refuse to talk 


By Delmar Cariño 
PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


and control of HIV/AIDS or Malaria. 


Proposals must be consistent with the Global Fund criteria call for 
proposals for the 6" Round ( please refer to website: 
http;/theglobalfund.org/en/apply/callé/ ), the Department of Health National 
Objectives for Health, and in keeping with the Millennium Development 
Goals. 


say in this case might 
affect the Marcos са 
es abroad,” he said, 
adding that the Mar- 
coses are legally not 
parties to the case 
here. 

Pamintuan earlier 
issued subpoenas to 
Imelda and Imee 
Marcos, Jose Roxas, 
brothers Henry and 
Gervic Roxas, Albert. 
Umali and the Office 
of the Solicitor Gen- 
eral to attend Thurs- 
day's hearing. 

Sison said his . 
diens could по . 
make it because of 
commitments 


BAGUIO CITY—THE 
late President Ferdi- 
mand Marcos was 
Charged anew with 
seizing a Golden 
Buddha statuette 
from а treasure 
hunter here 35 years 
ago but the lawyer of 
the Marcos family 
said such claims were. 
meant to take a dip 
ino е Marcos 
wealth. 

Lawyer Robert Si- 
son, counsel for for- 
mer First Lady Imel- 


Organizations with a proven record on the treatment of the above diseases 
and those with experience working with the Department of Health and its 
local and’ international partners and with co-funding are preferred. 
Proposals consistent with all of the above will be incorporated in the 
country application to be submitted to the Global Fund by the CCM. 


Submission requirements: 
Concept Proposal (not more than 500 words) 
* Background 
* Methodology 
Expected output/outcome/impact 
Sustainability 
Brief Organizational Profile 


THE REPLICA of the Golden Buddha in the 
Baguio courtroom, It remains a mystery 
whether a real Golden Buddha exists, 


da Marcos and Ilocos 

Norte Rep. Imee Marcos, told the regional tri- 
al court here on Thursday that the Golden 
Buddha controversy had already been settled 
and that the Marcoses had nothing to do with 
ite 

"The Marcoses do not have any claim or 
any interest over this statuette,” Sison told 
Judge Fernando Vil Pamintuan, referring to 
the brass plated Buddha statuette in the 
court’s custody. 

Pamintuan revived the Golden Buddha 
‘ease o finally determine who is entitled to the 
statuette in the court’s custody but was con- 
fronted with the same issue that had haunted 
the court since 1971—whether or not there 
was a real Golden Buddha. 

Invoking the right against self-incrimina- 
tion; Sison said that the Marcoses would not 
issue any official comment on the civil case 
being heard by Pamintuan since they are still 
facing damage suits in the United States filed 
by the Golden Buddha Corp. 

"Any statement that the Marcoses would 
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prior 
while Jose Roxas, el- 
dest brother of Buddha finder Rogelio Roxas, 
senta motion to reset the case because he was 
sick, 

A representative of the OSG failed to ap- 
pear. 

Umali, president of the Treasure Hunters 
Association of the Philippines (THAPI), said 
the statuette in the courts custody is fake but 
his group still wanted the statuette because "it 
is evidence that a real Buddha existed.” 

He based his claim on an agreement signed 
by Rogelio Roxas that the latter had waived 
the percentage of his rights over the Golden 
Buddha to THAPI, 

“No deal" Umali said when the court 
asked if he was willing to allow the statuette 
to go to Henry and Gervic Roxas, sons of Ro- 
gelio Roxas. 

Rogelio Roxas, a locksmith turned treasure 
hunter, said military men sent by Marcos 

4 the real Golden Buddha from his house 
in Aurora Hill here, five days after he found it 
in a tunnel near a hospital here in 1971. 


Highlights of previous and/or on-going projects 


Deadline for submission is on July 7, 2006. 
Decision of the CCM would be final and selected groups will be informed 


after July 14, 2006. 


Submit hard copy of concept proposal to: 


The Country Coordinating Mechanism (CCM) Secretariat 


Infectious Disease Office 


National Center for Disease Prevention and Control 


Department of Health 


Building 13, 3" flr, San Lazaro Compound 


Manila 


Or Email to: comsecret: 
Telefax: (632) 711-6 


iatphil@yahoo.com 
8, 743-8301 local 2350, 2352 


Contact Persons: Ms. Agnes Del Rosario and/or Dr. Ma. Cristina Galang 


nu 
Palparan men 
use health 

center as base 


CITY OF SAN FERNANDO—ARMY 
troops under Maj. Gen Jovito Pal- 
paran have converted a health cen- 
ter into a detachment in Lubao, 
‘Pampanga, setting that up beside а 
barangay hall used as a day care 
center, the party-list group Bayan 
‘Muna reported on Friday. 

Roberto de Castro, Bayan Mu- 
na deputy secretary general, said 
the soldiers deployed in Baran- 
gay San Vicente worked in full 
battle gear. 

“Young students and civilians 
are being terrorized by the mere 
presence of unwanted military el- 
ements," De Castro said, citing re- 
ports from villagers. He said at 
least 41 children are studying at 
the day care center. 

This could not be immediately 
confirmed with Mayor Dennis 
Pineda. 

‘According to De Castro, the 
presence of soldiers there, their 
use of a public facility and the 
proximity of the detachment to 
the day care center were “clear 
violations of human rights.” 

“The young children are ex- 
posed to war materials," De Cas- 
trosaid. 

lt. John Paul Billanes, leader of 
the 10-member squad in the village, 
said they only use the health center 
as sleeping quarters at night. 

“We don’t stay there during the 
day, We go around the village,” 
Billanes said in a phone interview. 

Lt. Col. Felipe Anotado, com- 
mander ofthe 24th Infantry Battal- 
ion, told the Inquirer that the pres- 
ence of his troops and their activi- 
ties in San Vicente have been coor- 
dinated with Pineda and barangay 
officials before they started opera- 
tions there on June 21. 

‘Anotado said the military has to 
be in the village to flush out rebels 


from the New People's Army and 
its breakaway group, the Rebo- 
Jusyonaryo Hukbong Bayan. 

De Castro said the military's 
putting up of 61 detachments in 
Pampanga and Bulacan and 
dozens more in Tarlac and Nueva 
Ecija have turned the region into 
a"garrison." 

In Bulacan, two volunteers of 
the Alyansa ng Magbubukid sa 
Bulacan (AMB) and one of its 
members remained missing five 
days since they were seized by six 
soldiers on June 26 in Barangay 
San Miguel, Hagonoy town. 

Fr. Rolando de Leon, chair of 
the Alyansa ng Mamamayan para 
sa Pantaong Karapatan (AMPK), 
identified them as Sherlyn Cada- 
pan and Karen Empefio, both for- 
mer students of the University of 
the Philippines in Diliman, Que- 
zon City, and AMB member 
Manuel Merino. The three were 
conducting research in the area, 
De Leon said 

Two persons taken by soldiers 
on June 28, Alberto Ramirez and 
his mother, Emy, who were re- 
eased also that night, reported 
seeing Merino alive at the Iba de- 
tachment of the Army' 71st In- 
fanny Battalion in Hagonoy, it 
was learned. 

De Leon said AMPK members 
went to the detachment on 
Wednesday but were barred by 
soldiers from entering the area 

‘The younger Ramirez, a mem- 
ber of the barangay human rights 
action center, said soldiers took 
his mobile phone. 

Lt. Col. Rogelio Boac, the mili- 
tary’s Task Force Malolos head, 
said he has no information on the 
whereabouts of the missing vol- 
unteers. Tonette Orejas, PDI 
Central Luzon Desk 
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PEAS, a e E a tien d 
TOTALWAR  EVESPINTUIPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 
Total war is not a new phrase for villages and hamlets in the Cordillera, particularly Cabugao town in Apayao, which is near Kalinga’s 
Marag Valley, site of numerous bloody encounters between government soldiers and communist rebels. This tank is just a common sight 
for these Apayao children. 


Illegal recruiters using travel agencies as fronts 


BAGUIO CITY—ILLEGAL RE- 
cruitment syndicates here have 
been using travel agencies as 
fronts for their operations, but 
the Philippine Overseas Employ- 
ment Administration and the lo- 
cal police believe they have start- 
ed to break open these networks. 
Police cracked down on Global 
Need Consultancy Management 
Services on Thursday and arrested 
its employee, Roliza Bantag, 23, 
based on the complaints of 73 job 
applicants, said Senior Supt. Ба- 
gani Nerez, city police director. 


Delfina Camarillo, POEA 
Cordillera director, said Global is 
the third travel service firm to fall in 
Baguio since January, confirming a 
trend thar has directed POEAS at- 
tention to other travel agencies. 

POEA and the police have also 
helped prosecute two other travel 
agencies for issuing documents to 
Чет» for possible jobs in Australia. 

Camarillo said POEA has been 
monitoring another travel agency 
in the city. 

She said the vast network of 
travel agencies in Baguio has be- 


come opportunities for recruit- 
ment fraud, when countries began 
relaxing restrictions for tourists 
seeking short-term entry visas. 

‘Australia, for example, does not 
offer work visas so the only access 
Filipinos have to Australian jobs 
are tourist visas, Camarillo told re- 
porters here on Friday. 

Global's complainants told РОВА 
they were taken to Cubao, Quezon 
Сау, and kept in a safe house to 
await a scheduled interview by the 
‘Australian Embassy. But they even- 
tually realized they had been aban- 


doned, Camarillo said, 

Richard Osay, a security guard 
based in La Trinidad, Benguet, 
told police that he paid Global 
P35,000 for a job in Sydney but he 
never got back his travel papers. 

The complainants brought. 
Bantag to the police for question- 
ing, claiming she received most of 
their payments 

Global's employees were clear- 
ing out the office when POEA and 
the police raided it, Camarillo 
said. Vincent Cabresa, РОГ 
Northern Luzon Bureau 


Lawyers fear 
fallout in 
judges’ feud 


BAGUIO CITY—A RECONCILIATION IS NOT AT 
all impossible, said one of four judges here pe- 
nalized by the Supreme Court for irregularities 
that another judge had made public in 2002, 

Judge Antonio Reyes said he never implied 
that the feud between the penalized judges 
and their accuser, Judge Ruben Ayson, 
“would never end." 

А Supreme Court fined Reyes P30,000 for 
receiving favors from one of the participants 
in a case he was hearing, Reyes is appealing 
this ruling. 

“This is about one man who refused to join 
our meetings [every Wednesday, the day or 
camaraderie they reserved each week], 
Reyes said, referring to Ayson, who implicat 
ed all six judges in court irregularities by in 
есйп the accusations in an executive order 
fora different case he was handling. Н 

‘The order became public when it was circu 
lated among lawyers. 

Reyes declaration that reconciliation 
might still take place was good news for some 
lawyers, who chose sides in the judges’ inves 
tigation, the Inquirer learned. 


Effects 

Many lawyers identified with Ayson and 
the other judges told the INQUIRER that ongo- 
ing trials of their cases were imperiled by the 
high court ruling. They asked that their iden 
tities be not revealed because discussing thei 
cases might affect their clients. 

“They have become vindictive, and I thins 
there is some unfairness involved in the [SCI 
decision because they got the wrong judge 
[RTC Judge Clarence] Villanueva was dis- 
missed for immorality because he fell in love 
Judges with bigger anomalies [involving 
money] were simply fined, Thats a slap on 
their wrist,” said a lawyer close to Ayson. 

“I have cases now pending before one of 
the [punished] judges and this judge already 
warned my client he will not hear the case if 1 
remain (my clients) counsel,” the lawyei 
said. 
=. Atleast three more lawyers identified with 
" 3%] 7, Ayson made the same claims on Thursday. 

5 Ayson is also being accused of impartiality 

One of the lawyers, who testified agains 

Ayson, claimed that the judge had been ha 
rassing his clients. 

Many of these lawyers resumed work un 
Thursday when most of the courtrooms 1e 
opened, after а lull on Wednesday when news 
of the judges’ punishment came out. 

But Reyes said these fears were misplaced 
He said the Supreme Court decision should pat 
to rest all grudges so the Justice Halls opera 
tions could proceed smoothly. Vincent Cabresa, 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
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Why Tagbilaran public school kids 
get free uniforms, school supplies 


By Chito A. Fuentes 

Tügbilaran City 

UT YOUR MONEY WHERE 
your heart is. this sums up 
the rationale behind the 
support poured into the el- 
ementary education pro- 
gram by the city govern- 
ment of Tagbilaran in Bo- 
hol. 


SCHOOL children. 
(right) in Booy 
Elementary School 
pose with their 
teachers after 


гезе Hefe "és a matter of priority We merely 
ae vad donated —jranneled our meager resources into the 
by Manila Mayor Lito education of our children because it is 
Atienzalast school Gu priority” Mayor Dan Lim explained. 
year. CONTRBUTEDPHOTO — The children, specifically those en- 
rolled in the public schools, are getting 
the kind of support that makes them the 
envy not only of their peers in the 47 
towns of the island- province but also in. 
other parts of he country. 

Last school year, the city goverment 
provided free uniforms, shoes, bags, 
notebooks, paper, pencils and crayons to 
all8,982 children enrolled in 16 elemen- 
tary schools in 15 barangays. 

ity budget officer Rosemarie Palma 
said P8.7 million was spent for the uni- 
forms and school supplies last year. 

Manila Mayor Lito Atienza also do- 
mated 9,000 school bags to ease the load 
off the city government at the start of 
school year 2005-06. 

‘This year, the city government has al- 
located P8.6 million for the total pack- 
age. Palma explained that the reduction 
was due to savings in.the purchase of 
school supplies. 

“This year, we bought paper, ballpens 
and pencils directly from the Depart- 
‘ment of Budget and Management where 
the prices are lower,” she explaiped,, 
Nodassroomishortage 7. 

‘Unlike other schools in the country, 
there is no shortage of classrooms in Tag- 
bilaran, declared Dr. Elpidio Jala, the city 
division superintendent of the Depart- 
ment of Education. 

"Tagbilaran, however, is more ofan ex- 
ception in a time when pupils are hold- 
ing classes under trees in remote areas. 

Jala said that Lim, in fact, made sure 
that each ofthe 272 instructional rooms 
were equipped with two сейл fans. 
The city govemment spent a lite more 
than P1 million for the project. 

"s the least that we can do to make 
the rooms conducive to learning" Lim 
explained, 

Although he could not give the exact 
number, Jala said many classrooms had 
been built with comfort rooms for the 
children's convenience. 

Lim's administration also assumed 
payment of elecricity and water bills of 
all public elementary and high schools in 
the city. (Before Lim took over, parents 
‘were made to contribute for the bills.) 
Palma said the city paid P245,269.39 in 
water bills and P464,969.83 in power 


SCHOOL children 
(below) line up for 
the flag raising 
céremonies at the 
Cogon Elementary 
‘School, the city's 
most populated 
elementary school. The mayor also announced that he 
, маозмгоне.киувлов wouid not allow any teacher or principal 
to collect contributions of any kind. “If 


pose. 
£3 


there is any legitimate need, tell us about 
it" he told the school officials. 

lim said he had adopted a “one- 
strike” policy on any violation of this or- 
der "The moment a complaint is re- 
ceived (about any contributions collect- 
ed), it wil be investigated and if found 
guilty, the offending party will be reas- 
signed outside the city.” 

Leaming from lessons last year when 
the freebies were distributed only on the 
fist week of July, the city government 
made sure that, this time, the goods 
were released early. 

Just two weeks into the school year, 
the DepEd division office has started dis- 
tributing the school bags and supplies. 


Increased enrollment 

Popular acceptance did not take Tong: 
This year, the city has 348 new enrollees, 
which, according to Jala, “is opposite 
that which is happening in most divi- 
sions in the country.” 

‘This is a result of the free uniforms 
and supplies given to the students in the 
city and the mayor's ban on contribu- 
tions from parents, Jala said. 

“In fact, some teachers have been ask- 
ing whether they would accept enrollees 
from neighboring towns like Dauis, Ba- 
dayon and Maribojoc,” he said. 

‘sof now, there have not been any re- 
strictions to that move. In most cases, 
parents of transferees, who are working 
in the city, find it convenient for them to 
tag their children along to and from their 
houses, Jala noted. 

‘The Tagbilaran experience is slowly 
gaining attention from other DepEd divi- 
sions. Barely three years after it was cre- 
ated, the city division has hosted region- 
al and even a national conference of su- 
perintendents. 

Although there were other reasons for 
the choice of venue, Jala said the public 
school educators wanted to observe the 
activities for themselves so they could 
persuade their local governments to give 
the same kind of support to public school 
education. 


Thank you 

‘The mayor's office has lost count of 
the number of thank-you cards sent by 
‘appreciative teachers and their pupils. 

Virtually ай local chapters of Parents- 
‘Teachers Associations have passed reso- 
lutions of gratitude to Lim and the city 
goverment. Pupils in different home- 
rooms have sent handwritten cards to 
the mayor. 

In a survey conducted by the Holy 
Name University on March 11-26, 91 
percent ofthe 150 respondents said they 
‘were aware of the cty government’ ini- 
tiative to provide free uniform and sup- 
plies to public elementary pupils. 


SCHOOL boys salute the flag at the Cogon Elementary School. 
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Lim received a 75-percent approval 
rating, an increase from the 71 percent 
he received the previous year. 

‘The mayor was quick to share the 
credit with Vice Mayor Nuevas Tirol- 
Montes and the city council. “This is not 
a one-man show. It is the city govem- 
ment at work” 

Although Lim is a minority mayor 
(only one of the 12 councilors won from 
his slate), the council led by Montes had 
pen ‘very supportive of the program, he 

He credited Tirol-Montes and the 
councilors for casting aside political dif- 
ferences by supporting the program un- 
conditionally. 

Lim, however, cautioned against com- 
placency saying a lot of work still had to 
bedone. 

“We are merely scratching the surface. 
What we are doing right now is simply to 
encourage the children to go to school 
and to reassure their parents that the city 
government is doing its part to relieve 
them of the expenses for the basic educa- 
tional needs,” he said. 

Quality 

What he wants to see next is marked 
improvements in the quality of educa- 
tion. “The support of the city govem- 
‘ment should be reciprocated by concrete 
improvements in the performance of 
both teachers and pupils,” he stressed. 

"Teachers should monitor the bottom 
20 percent of every class and determine 
the causes of dismal performance, Lim 
sid. * 

"The city government helps a lot in 
terms of financial aspects but not in the 
quality of education which we parents 
are expecting.” conceded Jay Bario, 
president of the Tagbilaran Confederat- 
ed Parents-Teachers Association. 

lt will take years before the invest- 
mens poured into the «уз public 
school system will bear fruit, but Lim 
said time should not go to waste. “if we 
‘want our children to be competitive in 
their time, we have to equip them now" 
hesaid. 

More than infrastructure projects, it is 
people who should benefit from the 
meager resources available, Lim said. 
Tagbilaran, which became a chanter city 
on July 1, 1966, is a second-class city 
with a population of 89,000 as of the last. 
census in 2003 scattered in an area of 
only 3,270.19 hectares. (A second-class 
city has ari average annual income of 
P155 million to P250 million over ће 
past three years.) 

Lim said he was giving more focus on 
children who would take over in time. “It 
is not just about showing them that we 
care. More than anything, it is giving 
them hope," he said. 

‘There is no big deal about the pro- 
gram, Lim said, because it could be du- 
plicated by any local government unit 
that truly cared for its children. 

"We just utilized our budget for the 
‘special education fund for this project,” 
he added. 

Indeed, itis interesting how the fund. 
worth P164 million from a city with an 
annual budget this year of P278 million. 
can goa long way in touching the lives of 
the children and their families. 

Unless the government provides the 
right learning atmosphere, Lim said chil- 


dren in public elementary schools would- 


not have the drive to make it past high 
school. That would give them linle 
chances to compete for the handful of 
Jobs available. 

“A child's future is only as good as the 
‘opportunities he gets today" he said. 
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(Sg) FRANKLIN M. EBDALIN 
Undersecretary and Charman, BAC-US 
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The Walkman” phone that goes 3G 


w900i 


+ 470 MB internal music storage, with expandable 
memory of up to 268 
= TV-quality video 


wan HSDPA 


The 3G phone that's slim and tassie | 


K608i 


a 1.3-megapixel camera i. 
* Video cal, media streaming and 


Your music in your phone 


W800i Walkman’ Phone 
* Internal storage for up to 150 music tracks, 
with expandable memory of up to 2 GB. 

‘© 2 megapixel camera with autofocus and 
Video recording 

Ур to 30 hours listening time 


Your mobile office on the road `f 


P910i 


* Push email ready with expandable memory 
* Easy transfer of files from phone to PC 
drag and drop. 


Power imaging that captures special 
moments 


K750i 

* 2 megapixel camera with excellent picture quality 
* Add your own effects to pictures and videos with 
Photo DJ" and Video DJ" 


Easy entertainment for everyone 


J K300i 
" э Music video and 3D gaming 
“on болуб camera phone with SMS, MMS and emali 


Take your pick among the latest Sony Ericsson handsets 
and enjoy FREE or Easy Payment options that suit you. 


For Postpaid Users: 


Plan 1800 | Plan 2500 | Plan 3500 |Plan 5000 |Plan 7000 
FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE 
FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE | FREE 
9,500 | 5500 | FREE | FREE | FREE 
43,000 | 9,000 | 3,000 | FREE | FREE 
18,000 | 14000 | 8,000 | 5000 | FREE 
20,000 | 16,000 | 10,000 | FREE | FREE 

Also avaiable on other monthly plans 
For Prepaid users: 
Get them now at 096 interest for 18 months, 
or choose between our 3, 6, and 12 month installment plans. 


Offer good from June 23 to July 7, 2006 "олу! 
Enjoy more flexible choices: 


яй Gi.be 

(7) 70, CONDI VIDEO] 
Diyes sentimos kada- do KADA SEGUNDO] 

DU ap Ga ro Er zt e USS 0.0067 


Per DT-NCR Permit No. 1818. Serias of 2008. Por DTINCR Permit No. 3121. Series of 2006. 
‘Gee ac lor dota. Promo ends July 22. 2008. Sae ac for details, Promo ends July 28, 2006, 


Glebe 


UNLIMITXT 


Permanent service na! 
Text UNLIMITXT to 2870 


ERES 


Par DTHNCR Permit No 2417, Seres of 2008. 
See ed for дейи, Promo ends July 15, 2006. 


Experience a world of difference. Switch to Globe toda 


# For more information, visit any Globe Hub or Business Center or call Ysi -8888 now. 


How to амай: 

Hee. Seat poof of biting and income (amount of which should be commensurate tothe plan value appliad for to глу Globe Telecom 
Business Cantar or Hub. 

2. Fil up the Момо Application Form. 


Conditions: 
should maintain he subscription for at least 24 months, otherwise the subscriber will be charged with а penalty of Php 10,000.00 


ing cardholder of any of ths participating credit сат brands: 
"Diners Club and Ѕосыпу Bank Mastercard. 
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Рагайацие gov't = Death threats = MMDA files 

sentto3Insular countercharges vs 
ofBFHomesgates Life offices /A22 
rebuffed /A23 


"WHAT'S INSIDE., 

Marikina stude 
gets LLDA support 
Mandaluyong cops for biodiesel 
onbillboardsissue/A23  project/A22 


Malacafiang warns bureau about 
airing of dirty linen in public 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


‘THE SQUABBLE BETWEEN NATION- 
al Bureau of Investigation (NBI) Act- 
ing Director Nestor Mantaring and 
the NBI Investigators Mutual Benefit 
Association Inc. (IMBAI) has been re- 
solved—for now. 

Mantaring met yesterday with the 
bureau's deputy directors and divi- 
sion chiefs of both the NBI's investiga- 
tive and non-investigative units to 
discuss issues raised in an IMBAI res- 


olution withdrawing the group's sup- 


port from the acting director. 
Regular meetings 


“All's well that ends well,” Mantar- 


ing told reporters after the meeting. 
"We will now hold regular meetings 
to discuss the agents’ concerns and 
grievances, ifthere are any” 

In a resolution dated June 28, 16 
IMBAI officials claimed the NBI had 
become stagnant under Mantaring's 
leadership. 


Recall 

Deputy Director for Intelligence 
Services Edmund Arugay, a member 
ofthe association's board of directors, 
said he would recommend the recall 
of the resolution as soon as another 
meeting among IMBAI members is 
convened. 

‘The NBI “fight” irked Malacafiang 
who told the officials not to air their 


Driver, 2 passengers die 
in NLEx road mishap 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


THREE PEOPLE WERE KILLED 
in a vehicular accident on the 
North Luzon Expressway (NLEx) 
at dawn yesterday. 

Following this latest acci- 
dent, Benjie Suzara, spokesper- 
son of the Manila North Toll- 
ways Corp., reminded mo- 
torists not to drive when they 
are sleepy. 

Filomeno Adina, driver of a 
six-wheel truck, who was badly 
hurt, was able to tell investiga- 
tors he fell asleep on the wheel 
when his vehicle rammed a 
large dump truck 

He died later while undergo- 
ing treatment at the Manila 
Central University. 

His helpers Arnel Jean and 
Joselito Orbino were killed in- 
stantly. 

In his statement to the inves- 
tigators before he died, Adina 
said the accident happened at 


around 2:45 a.m. while they 
were traveling along Marulas, 
Bulacan. 

‘The occupants of the dump 
truck were unhurt, Suzara said. 

“Drivers should not drive 
when sleepy and should take a 
nap for even 15 minutes,” 
Suzara told the INqumex іп а 
telephone interview. 

They could stop and walk 
around for a few minutes until 
the drowsiness passes, Suzara 
added. 

Adina's truck, Suzara said, 
was bound for Manila and was 
travelling at a speed of 80-90 
kilometers per hour when the 
accident occurred. 

‘The maximum speed allowed 
on the highway is 80 kph. 

Suzara said drivers, who 
could not stop, could fight 
tiredness and drowsiness by 
drinking cold water or leaving 
the windows open so they can 
take in fresh air. 


Outdoor ads group 
against billboard ban 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


SAYING THERE WERE ENOUGH 

Jaws to regulate the putting up of 
advertising signs, the Outdoor 
Advertising Association of the 
Philippines (ОААР) has protested 
a reported plan to implement 
new regulations that would ban 
billboards along national high- 
ways. 

The Natonal Building Code 
Development Office (NBCDO) of 
the Department of Public Works 
and Highways (DPWH) has draft- 
ed a circular that would prohibit 
the putting up of advertising 
signs 100 meters from the center 
of national highways and trans- 
mission lines, and the removal of 
such structures within the area, 
in the interest of public safety. 

‘The NBCDO said billboards 
pose a tisk because they could 
distract drivers. 

1с also said billboards built 
haphazardly could collapse and 
harm people. 

The draft circular is still being 
reviewed by the DPWH’ legal de- 
partment. 

“The OAAP believes strict, 
proper and impartial implemen- 
tation of existing laws such as the 
National Building Code of the 
Philippines and the Philippine 
Highway Act of 1953, by those 
who seek additional regulation, is 
enough to address the supposed 
1 У 


issues of road and structural safe- 
ty of billboards,” the group said in 
a statement, 

‘Though it did not mention the 
proposed NBCDO circular in its 
statement, the OAAP said the out- 
door advertising industry had 
been placed in a negative light 
and threatened because of rogue 
outdoor advertising practition- 
ers. 

"The OAAP laments this latest 
move to unilaterally stifle an in- 
dustry thatis not only an integral 
part of mass media but also con- 
tributes to keep this country 
afloat during these trying times 
by providing jobs and precious in- 
ternal revenue to the govern- 
ment, on the basis of isolated in- 
cidents from practitioners that do 
not adhere to the law or even the 
ОЛАР Code of Ethics and Trade 
Practices," it said, 

‘The group also warned against 
regulating the content of bill 
boards, DPWH Secretary Hermo- 
genes Ebdane earlier said he was 
planning to discuss the content of 
billboards with groups concerned 
about the issue because outdoor 
ads featuring seantily-clad mod- 
els could pose a distraction for 
motorists, 

"The OAAP also said that it wel- 
comes reasonable regulations, 
but also asked that the advertis- 
ing bodies be allowed to police ts 
ranks. 


+ Defensor said Thursday the Palace 
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and Justice Secretary Raul Gonzales 
told the NBI officials to settle their 
problems, among themselves, ac- T 
cording to Defensor. Е 

In their resolution, IMBAI also 
asked President Arroyo to appoint a 
"better NBI director.” 


lo 5:00 nm. 


Performance cited = 

The group scored Mantaring for ; 2 
“poor performance and dictatorial Шан И 
style of administration." 

Mantaring assumed the top posis 
tion in the bureau late last year fol- 
owing the death of NBI chief Reynal- 
do Wycoco. 


вол ec eg EE VAN 
5m 


I. a ees 
Lot C Rizal Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zone Telefax по: (047) 252-5328 
+ GULLWING MOTORS INT'L. CORP. #57 Amang Rodriguez Ave, Santolan, Pasig City 


| no: 646-7739 Fax no.: 668-1378 


ZU OWADUMI 


ү 


FIESTAMALL & 


June 12 - JULY 31, 2006 


Beforo: $645 Before: $1,041 


Now: $549 
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Student gets boost from LLDA for biofuel project 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


WAGING A BATTLE AGAINST THE 
dreaded janitor fish? 

The Laguna Lake Development Au- 
thority (ДРА) is getting help from a 16- 
year-old student in Marikina City who 
has won an award in a science fair 
abroad, 

The LLDA has been meeting with Ray- 
mond Joseph Amurao, a graduate of the 
Marikina City Science High School, who 
won in a science fair in Indiana, USA; іп 
May for his work on janitor fish. 

Amurao, who grew up in a commu- 
nity also facing problems with the fish 
considered as pests by fishermen, 
turned oil from janitor fish into biofu- 
el, an alternative fuel for vehicles. 

"The LLDA had been coordinating 
with us to commercialize the project. 
Some officials said they were willing to 


help me hold more experiments to im- 
prove the project," Amurao told the In- 
Quimer yesterday. 

The LLDA has been implementing pro- 
grams to control the rapidly growing 
number of janitor fish on Laguna De 
Bay—just like the Marikina City govem- 
ment, concerned about the Marikina Riv- 
er 
"The janitor fish, also called sucker 
mouth fish, have been multiplying quick- 
lyin rivers and lakes, depriving other fish 
not only of nutrients but also space to 
grow. 

But Amurao discovered in an experi- 
ment that the fish meat could generate 
substantial volumes of oil which could be 
processed into biofuel with the same fuel 
value as that of commercial diesel. 

He said LLDA was also helping him 
look for local investors who could help 
them get the project going. 


Life insurance firm gets 
3 bomb threats in a day 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


‘THREE OFFICES OF A LIFE INSURANCE 
company, including its headquarters in 
Makati City received bomb threats yes- 
terday morning, a company official said. 

Anna Maria Soriano, senior manager 
of Insular Life Insurance Company, con- 
firmed the phoned-in bomb threats at 
their offices in Alabang, Makati and 
Caloocan City. She said, however, that of- 
fice operations were resumed after mem- 
bers of the police explosive units de- 
cared the premises free from any explo- 
sive materials. 

“Occupants and guests of the build- 
ings were immediately evacuated from 
the premises following the calls received 
bysome of our employees,” Soriano said. 
But a search of the buildings, she said, 
yielded negative results and employees 
and visitors returned to their offices be- 
fore noontime. “It was business as usu- 
al,” she added. 


Soriano also said that they were fully 
cooperating with authorities and had al- 
ready reinforced building security mea- 
sures to ensure the safety of their tenants 
and guests. 


Not pre-need 

She also corrected earlier reports that 
Insular Life insurance Company is a pre- 
need company, stressing that they are 
only engaged in providing life insurance 
services. 

“Insular is a life insurance company 
that has been in operation for 96 
years,” she said. She disclosed that in 
2005, the company's total benefits to 
life policy holders reached P8.6 billion 
and its total assets amounted to P44 
billion. 

Soriano added that Insular’s manage- 
ment would like to stress that their firm 
is the largest Filipino-owned life insur- 
ance company in the country and is the 
third largest among insurance compa- 
nies. 


Republic of the Philippines 
DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


NOT THI 
“victim” 


REAL THING 
гот a simulated terrorist attack is brought down by a rescue 


team as part of the antiterrorist drill at the Araneta Coliseum, site of the 
much-awaited boxing match between Filipino champ Manny Pacquiao and 


Mexico's Oscar Larios this Sunday. 
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Prison term 
for disposing 
illegal waste 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


CLEAN UP OR GET THROWN IN JAIL. 
The Taguig City government issued 
this warning after it discovered that resi- 
dents along C-5 Road and employees of 
some government agencies had turned 
the major highway into a garbage dump. 
The government also announced yes- 
terday the start of an intensified cam- 
paign against illegal dumping by the 
city’s Solid Waste Management Office 
(SWMO) as part of Taguig’ efforts to in- 
tensify its cleanup drive in the city. 


Proper way 

“We need to discipline the public on 
proper waste disposal, and we will not 
tolerate anyone who insists on dumping 
their garbage just about anywhere and 
anytime they please,” Mayor Freddie 
Tinga said in a statement yesterday. 

He also warned that people throwing 
garbage along the main roads outside 
the scheduled time of collection would 
bearrested. 

SWMO head Ronaldo Cruz said that, 
under an ordinance passed last year, the 
penalty for illegal dumping of garbage 
was a fine of P500 for the first offense; 
P1,000 and a day of community service 
for the second offense; and P2,500 and 
imprisonment of not less than a month 
for the third offense. 


Onschedule 

He also reminded С-5 residents they 
could only bring their garbage out when 
the garbage truck is already by their 
doorstep. 

“Our personnel, with the help of the 
Environmental Police, have been depu- 
tized to arrest anyone dumping garbage 
outside of the scheduled hours. We are 
bent on enforcing the law," Cruz said. 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


DESIGN OF DEFAULT MECHANISM 
TO ENSURE SUFFICIENT RESERVE CAPACITY 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

PREPARATION OF PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORT/GUARANTEE FOR POWER SECTOR REFORM PROJECT 

CONSULTING SERVICES 

PHRD Grant No. TF055609 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of Energy (DOE) and with grant assistance 
from the Policy and Human Resources Development. (PHRD) and the International Bank for Reconstruction. 
and Development (IBRD), is implementing the Preparation of Private Sector Development Support 
Guarantee for Power Sector Reform Project (the "Project"). 


The DOE intends to apply part of the proceeds for consultant services to develop market refinements or 
mechanisms that can ensure that there is sufficient capacity to provide maintain a minimum reserve margin. 
The first priority is to advise on the operation of the Philippine Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM) 
and the development of contract markets that can provide a suitable investment climate. The second 
component of the project is the design of a ‘backstop mechanism’ for ensuring sufficient capacity that does 
not displace or, as far as possible, distort the operation of the market. This would assist the Government 
discharge its obligations under Section 71 of EPIRA. The project should work within the basic design of 
WESM but may propose subsidiary or related mechanisms such as capacity obligations or minimum energy 
contracting requirements. 


The deliverables will be provided within six (6) months of the appointment of the consultants. The consultant 
must demonstrate: 


4. In depth understanding of the operation of competitive electricity markets. 


2. Extensive practical experience in advising on the design of compet 
supporting the implementation of these markets 


electricity markets and 


а. Reference on atleast one case where the consultant was directly responsible for the 
implementation of a competitive electricity market with a bid-based pool (net or gross) must 
be provided. 


3. Experienced in project financing, especially in power generation in competitive markets. 


The DOE now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested 
consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, 
description of similar assignments, expenence in similar conditions, availabilty of appropriate skills among 
staff, etc.). Consultants may associate to enhance their qualifications. 


А Consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank's Guidelines: 
‘Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers published in January 1977 (revised in 
September 1977, January 1999, and May 2002). 


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours 0800 to 1700 
hours. 


Department of Energy 

Attn: Melinda L. Ocampo, Undersecretary 

4^ Floor, DOE Bldg. Energy Center, Merritt Road 

Global City, Taguig Metro Manila, Philippines 

Tel: (632) 8402173 

Fax: (632) 8402067 

E-mail: mlo_phg@doe.gov.ph and/or mycaps@doe.gov.ph 


Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 26 July 2006, 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 


The Bids and Awards Committee 
Department of Energy 
Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 
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PNU faculty, studes see DepEd 


official's hand in choice of prexy 


By Tina G. Santos 


FACULTY MEMBERS AND STUDENTS OF 
the Philippine Normal University (PNU) sus- 
pect that a former high-ranking official of the 
education department was behind the nomi- 
nation and appointment of lawyer Lutgardo 
Barbo as their new president. 

Without naming the person, several PNU 
teachers and students claimed they believe 
that Barbo's appointment was facilitated by 
the DepEd official. 

“How come he got the position when we 
know for a fact that compared to the two oth- 
er leading candidates for the post, he is the 
least qualified?" said one professor, who re- 
quested anonymity. 

The professor cited the report submitted by 
the search committee tasked to help the 
Board of Regents (BOR) screen the candi- 
dates and recommend these for the short list 
of the three most suitable academic leaders, 
enumerating the leading nominees strong 
and weak points. 

The report, a copy of which was obtained 
by the Inguiten, showed that Barbo, com- 
pared to the other candidates, Dr. Twila Pun- 
salan and Dr. Ester Ogena, had the least num- 
ber of strong points and the biggest number of 
weak points. 

The committee, led by chair Dr. Minda Su- 
taria, considered Barbo's high potential for 
raising funds from Congress and his extensive 
experience in local and national networking 
as among his strengths. 


A former governor of Eastern Samar, Barbo 


also earned points for his rich experience in 


local governance and for having a strong legal 
background and peacemaking skills. On the 
other hand, the seven-man search committee 
noted that Barbo had limited knowledge of is- 
sues and developments in teacher education, 
lacked a graduate degree in education, had 
very limited research experience in the field 
of education, and had no management expe- 
rience in a higher education institution. 

Meanwhile, the search committee noted 
that Ogena and Punsalan both have an ambi- 
tious yet achievable vision and mission for the 
PNU as well as familiarity and broad knowl- 
edge on issues and concerns relevant to edu- 
cation and to the PNU community. 

An expert in Information and Communica- 
tions Technology as well as in Science and 
Mathematics education, Ogena's other 
strengths included her strong leadership 
qualities and managerial capabilities, her 
broad knowledge and experience in resource 
generation from local and international fund- 
ing agencies, her creative and innovative 
skills, and her strong linkages with local and 
foreign organizations, such as Unesco. Oge- 
na's weakness was her limited management 
experience in higher education institutions. 

‘With 28 years of experience in РМО, Pun- 
salan, who also has a Full Professor VI rank 
and is a professorial chair holder, was cited 
for having a clear vision, competence in re- 
search and values education, and a strong de- 
termination to lead the PNU. 


BABARNSE 
BOMBASTIK 
MPING STATION 


FLOOD CONTROL 


Navotas Mayor Toby Tiangco (third from right, top row) and students visit the new Babanse 
Bombastik Pumping Station, part of the town's flood control program, found in Barangay North Bay 
Boulevard South. The school community is the most affected when floodwaters rise, cotmaumomoro 
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Appellate court ТЕТ... [= 


A. T 
е о 7 Pod ү THE METROPOLITAN Manila Devel- 
d ‘opment Authority (MMDA) is set to 
fil next week countercharges 


against Mandaluyong City police- 


men who arrested its employees 
while dismantling billboards along 
on BF gates | | de 
а charges of illegal arrest and arbi- 
trary detention are against РОЗ 
By Jocelyn R. Uy the Lava er ^ a М Ruben Baliong, PO2 Fredinil Dividi- 
Nelson Lacambra, spokesper- - na, PO2 Seldon Salazar, PO2 Patri- 
THE BATTLE OVER THE BF son of Mayor Florencio Bernabe, 1 clo Mendoza, PO2 Maximo Kotoner, 
Homes gates between the told the Inquirer that the city gov- РО2 Augusto Baldoza, PO2 Lorenzo 
Parafiaque City government and ernment would comply with the ‘Cambri, PO2 Edwin Pascual, PO2 
the United BF Homeowners Asso- order until the merits of the case ^ Renato Quizo, PO2 Dante Alario PO2- 
ciation Inc. (UBFHAI) maybe had been fully heard. (1 м ‘Victor Ver, PO2 Avelino Baluyot, 
temporarily suspended. The CA earlier ordered the lo- x ў РО1 Raymund Fajardo and PO1 
The Court of Appeals affirmed cal government and the police to d # Pepito Ramos. The sidewalk clear- 
its order in March, preventing the stop enforcing Ordinance 00-15 \ exci ing operations group's legal coun- 
local government from opening until its validity was established. an Lees Fs ела agen- 
the gates ofthe subdivision tothe The ordinance opened to the $ besoin паті 
public. The resolution was issued public two main roads inside the T 5, ЖА ины Ду 
in response to the motion for re- subdivision, El Grande and E v e: "We believe that lives and 
s pet ives and property 
consideration filed by the local Aguirre Avenues. UBFHAI al- к: are more important than business 
government after the CAs Eighth  leged this resulted in the worsen- i х НА е аја 
Division upheld three months аво ing of the trafic problem and the о ато 
UBFHAT's rights over ће gates. ` rise in crime incidents. Lacambra were IMepelly posted and are placed 
"The Special Tenth Division said Said the city government was also | ZOOM, ZOOM AND AWAY eR SU Tu MN. 
that after reviewing the appeal, considering fling an appeal with | This tricycle brings about a dozen pupils from San Jose Elementary School in Quezon City to their ment," Tomas said yesterday. Joce- 
"it found nothing therein that the Supreme Court for the lifting | homes daily. The children and the driver smile throughout the drive and do not seem to mind the уп. Шу 
would persuade us to deviate ofthe writ of injunction issued by | ordeal. к 
from the conclusion arrived at by Фе Eighth Division. St. Paul reunion 


ALUMNI of St Paul University in Du- 
1 3a , : : maguete City (SPUD) who are now 
Pacquiao’s ‘son’ may be at ri ngside festes of Mero Maia are od 
to attend a meeting today at the resi- 
dence of Ms Cecile Galvez at No. 
By DJ Yap the first time in many months the legations that he failed to support 840 Summervilie Barangay Pansol 
boy would see his "father" up the boy and that he had threat- Calamba City, Laguna, to be in- 
AS BOXING HERO MANNY PAC- close again. ened to abduct him. formed about outreach projects the 
quiao faces Oscar Larios tomor- "He wants to watch the match Rodriguez said Bacosa had SPUD Alumni Manila Chapter is un- 
row at the Araneta Coliseum, he badly. Thats his father after all. three ringside tickets (each cost- dertaking for alumni families. C all 
may catch a glimpse of alittle boy But it’s up to his mother,” said Ba- ing P30,000), but he did not Ms. Galvez at (04) 9545102 or 
Why calls tim father cheering cosa's lawyer Victor Rodriguez. Клон if she bought them, or if Майкл тин саат! 
him at ringside. (See related sto- “There is no final decision yet. they were given to her. The ила 
ries on A1 and A27.) If she is comfortable with the se- lawyer also said he did not know La Safle concert 
Or, then again, he may not. curity arrangement, they might who would get the third ticket. — |j SALLE GREEN HILLS 696 hosti 
Joanna Rose Bacosa, who go. Otherwise, they would just If it were up to Rodriguez, he = “Mama Mi Verde” pirori pro 
claims to be Pacquiao's former watchthefghton TV" hesaid. would- prefer that his client pania Paviions Alegria Hallon Uniled 
girlfriend and mother of his two- Rodriguez represents Bacosa watched the bout on television. Nations Avenue. Supported by Classes 
Jear-old son, hasa couple ofring- in her case against Pacquiao for “It would be better if she just gg "68 and 71 and other alumni, the 
Mide tickets for Sundays “Mano а his alleged failure to provide suf- stayed home. There might be rock concert cum dance party aims to 
Mano" card. ficient financial support for the problems with security For in- raise funds forthe poverty reduction. 
But she is still undecided boy and his alleged threat to kid- stance, they might be mobbed by micro-finance project of the Philippine 
whether or not to watch the bout пар the boy if Bacosa went public Pacquiao's fans,” he said. Micro-enterprise Development Foun- 
with her son, who is "very excit- with her claims. "Their presence could be mis- dation, a nonprofit NGO that serves 
ed" at the chance ofcatching Pac- Pacquiao has neither con- interpreted by hard-core Pac- 10,000 poor families in Metro Mania, 
i Ё б quiao's match live. firmed nor denied being the boy’s  quiaofansasaschemetodistract аз wellas the La Sale Green Hils.night 
JOANNA Bacosa with son: Welcome visitors at the Big Dome? seus _Hfthey decide to go, it would be father but he denied Bacosa'sal- him ,”Rodriguez added. school. Funds wil also be used for a 
foundation for needy La Sallians. 
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MOSCOW—WORLD POWERS GAVE 
Tran one more week Thursday to provide 
a “clear and substantive response" to an 
international proposal on. suspending 
uranium enrichment, but Tehran imme: 
diately rejected the deadline. 

.. Foreign ministers of the G8 group of 
leading nations said EU foreign policy 
chief Javier Solana and Iran's chief nucle- 
аг negotiator Ali Larijani will meet next 
Wedriesday to discuss the plan 

"We expect to hear a clear and substan- 
tive Iranian response to these proposals 
at the planned meeting," the ministers 
said їп a statement in Mostow, where 

ere preparing a July 15-17 summit 
in Saint Petersburg. 

An official in the US delegation here 
said foreign ministers from thre six coun- 
ries behind the plan would gather a 

к later, on July 12, to evaluate Iran's 
response. 

But, speaking at the United Nations in 
New York, lranian Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki said Tehran-would 
not respond before late August. 

Jran's response "will be clear ghd sub- 
stantive,” he ‘said. “Вис the proposed 
packagé contains questions and ambigui- 
ties which must be cleared.” _, 

He said that although Solana may be 
able to answer some questions, “I think 
the time until August is not a long time 
for submitting a response, and that’s very 
natural and normal.” 

‘The plan, drawn up by the five perma: 

~ nent UN Security Councilmembers plus. 
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Germany, offers Iran a package of in- 
centives and multilateral talks in 

tum for halting uranium entice 
ment, the process that makes fuel 

for reactors but also atom bomb 
material 

ran insists that its nuclear pro 
gram is for generating electricity 
and that uranium énrichment is 
needed to provide the fuel. The Eu 
fopean Union and the United 
States suspect Iran of hiding a 
military project. 

Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergei Lavrov said here there was 
unity ' among. G8 coun 
tries—Britain, Canada, ° France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, Russia and 
the United States—on the plan. 

However, there was no talk of w 
‘might follow if Iran rejects the idea. 

7. “We did not discuss anything beyond 
the offer which we all made їп good 
faith. It is a positive offer and we expect a 
positive response iri good faith,” Lavrov 
said: 

Earlier, French "Foreign Minister 
‘Philippe Douste-Blazy said that Iran 
could enter negotiations if it first accept 
ed the international plan. 

‘Ifthe response is negative... heh itis 
clear that фе international communi 
will be firm and that, in particular, we will 
continue what we have begun in the Se 
curity Council,” he added, referring to 
talks bout possible sanctions against 
dán 


an President Vladimir Putin earlier 
this week said that Moscow did not intend 
to join any sort of ultimatum, which only 
pushes the situation into a dead end. 

China and Russia, which have close 
diplomatic and economic ties with Iran, 
have generally taken a much softer line 
than the Western powers throughout the 
Iranian nuclear standoff 

Russia is building Iran's first atomic 
power station at Bushehr and has turned 
down US appeals to stop the contract. 

The two nations only backed the incen- 
tives plan after ensuring 
specific threats to impose UN sanctions 
against Iran if they did not comply. with 
international demands. 

Larijani reiterated Thursday that Iran 
saw "no deadline," and restated its iisis 
tence on developing nuclear technology 
for peaceful purposes. 

'Our nation is insisting on their rights, 
but they did'not listen to us and referred. 
ош case to the Security Council for inves: 
tigation, which was a bad thing to do," he 
said. 

n February, the International Atomic 
Energy Agency reported tran to the Secu- 
rity Council for hiding sensitive nuclear 

ork and losing the confidence of the in- 

national community by bre 
pension of enrichment activities. 


AGIRL peers between Iranian women as she attends a 
religious ceremony to commemorate the death 
anniversary of Fatima, daughter of Prophet. 


Mohammad, 


central Tehran june 29. Sevres 


Rising tide of elderly may swamp China’s economy 


SHANGHAI, CHINA—SHANGHAT 
is rightfully known as a fast-mov- 
ing, hypermodern dty—full of 
youth and vigor. But that obscures 
a less well-known fact: Shanghai 
has the oldest population in China, 
and itis getting older in a hurry. 
‘Twenty percent of this city’s 
people are at least 60, the com- 
mon retirement age for men in 
China, and retirees are easily 
the fastest growing segment of 
the population, with 100,000 
new seniors added to the rolls 
each year, according to a study 
by the Shanghai Academy of So- 
cial Sciences. From 2010 to 
2020, the number of people 60 
or older is projected to grow hy 


Japan world's 
oldest country, 
census reveals 


TOKYO—JAPAN HAS OUTPACED 
Italy as the world's oldest country, 
with the elderly population hitting a 
mew high and fewer young people _ His 
choosing to start families, according 
to census figures released Friday. 

Japan has been racing to find 
‘ways to motivate people to have 
more children amid fears of a fu- 
ture demographic crisis as а 
smaller working population sup- 
ports a mass of pensioners. 

Japan's elderly population rose 
to 21 percent, or 26.82 million, of 
the total population of 127.76 mil- 
lion in 2005, up 3.7 points from 
the previous census taken in 2000, 
the internal affairs ministry said. 

‘The rate topped the one in Italy, 
where the elderly form 20 percent 
of the population. The third oldest 
country was Germany, where the 
elderly—defined as people aged 
65 or older—accounted for 18.8 
percent, it sai 

"The population is dwindling 
across the entire nation,” the 
ministry said in a report accom- 
panying the figures. 

“Compared with the level in 
2000, the aged population rate is 
rising in all prefectures with soci- 
ety graying in the entire nation,” 
itsaid. 

‘The findings coincided with 
the start of a two-day meeting in 
Tokyo of Asian ministers tasked 
with improving gender equal 
ty—seen as a critical issue in en- 
couraging young women to have 
children 

“We alll know that putting in 
place a gender policy is not 
enough—what truly counts is 
concrete action,” said Kuniko Ino- 
guchi, Japan's first minister to 
tackle the birthrate problem. 

Japan “will continue to vigor- 
ously promote gender equality 
and undertake reforms to create a 
fair society in which both men 
and women can fully exercise 
their capacity to achieve self-ful- 
fillment," she said, 

‘The census said Japan's popu- 
lation aged 14 and younger last 
year hit a new low of 13.6 per- 
cent, or 17.40 million, down one 

n 2000 AFP 


170,000 a year. 

By 2020.about a third of 
Shanghai's population, currently 
13.6 million, will consist of peo- 
ple over the аре of 59, remaking 
the city's social fabric and placing 
huge new strains on its economy 
and finances. 

The changes go far beyond 
Shanghai, however. Experts say 
the rapidly graying city is leading 
опе of the greatest demographic 
‘changes in history, one with pro- 
found implications for the entire 
country. 

The world's most populous na- 
tion, which has built its economic 
strength on the basis of seemingly 
endless supplies of cheap labor, 


AMSTERDAM, NETHERLANDS— 
Dutch Prime Minister Jan Peter 
Balkenende was to tender his Cabi- 
ners resignation to Queen Beatrix 
Friday, a move that will ultimately 
lead to new elections. 
government 
‘Thursday, vietim to infighting af- 
ter a failed attempt to strip for- 
mer lawmaker Ayaan 
the country’s best known critic of 
Islam, of her.citizenship. 

Under the Dutch system, the 
queen will accept Balkenende's 
resignation, then meet with a 
special adviser and the leaders of 
each of the parties in parliament. 
Together, 
whether there is support for 
Balkenende to continue with a 
minority conservative govern- 


Bird flu meet warns of gaps in knowledge, preparedness 


Мао in 1976. 


as possible. 


collapsed 


irsi Ali, 
Thursday. 


they wil assess 


lack of leadership. 


China may soon face manpower 
shortages. An aging population 
also poses difficult political issues 
for the Communist government, 
‘which first encouraged a popula- 
tion explosion in the 1950s and 
then reversed course and intro- 
duced the so-called one-child pol- 
icy a few years after the death of 


ment for a short time or whether 
to schedule new elections as soon 


In either case, elections will be 
held by the end of the year, 
than in May 2007 as originally 
scheduled, and politicians of all 
stripes began campaig 

stantly after Balkenende an- 
nounced his intention to resign 


“J support honest politics and 
looking to the future, doing what 
you promise, taking care that you 
make the Netherlands stronger.” 
Balkenende told reporters as he 
walked off the floor. 

‘Opposition leader Wouter Bos 
said Balkenende's failure to keep 
his Cabinet together showed a 


around the world. 


Those trends and the ex- 
traordinarily low birth rate 
have combined to create a stark 
imbalance between young and 
old. That threatens the nation’s 
rickety pension system, which 
already runs large deficits even 
with the 4-to-1 ratio of workers 
to retirees that it was designed 

‘That measure has spared the for. 
country an estimated 390 mil- 
lion births but may ultimately 
prove to be another monumen- 
tal demographic mistake. With 
Chinas breathtaking rise to- 
ward affluence, most people 
live longer and have fewer chil- 
dren, mirroring trends seen 


As workers become scarcer 
and more expensive in the in- 
creasingly affluent cities along 
China's eastern seaboard, the 
country will face growing eco- 
nomic pressures to move out of 
assembly work and other la- 
bor-intensive manufacturing, 


which will be taken up by poor- 
er economies in Asia and be- 
yond, and into industries 
based more on services and in- 
formation. 

“For the last two decades China 
has enjoyed the advantage of 
having a high ratio of working- 
age people in the population, but. 
that situation is about to change,” 
said Zuo Xuejin, vice president of 
the Shanghai Academy of Social 
Sciences. 

“With the working-age popula- 
tion decreasing, our labor costs 
will become less competitive, and 
industries in places like Vietnam 
and Bangladesh will start becom- 
ing more attractive.” NYT 


"The people are longing to 
show that they want a different 


kind of policy, and now they'll get 


ther 


g in- 


the chance to show it," Bos said. 
The libertarian WD, the sec- 
ond party in Balkenende's coali- 
tion, focused on putting the 
blame for the breakup on the 
third and smallest 0-66 party 
"which had said it could no longer 


work with VVD's Immigration 


Minister Rita Verdonk after her 
role in the Hirsi Ali affair. 
Verdonk has been both the 
most popular and the most dis- 
liked figure in Balkenende's Cabi- 


net, carrying out policies that 


problems. 


A 3-DAY-OLD flamingo gets its footing and hangs out in its nest at Parrot Jungle island June 29, in Miami. 4? 


drew criticism from human rights 
groups but applause from Dutch 
who blame immigrants for social 


Ap conflict. 


PARIS—A MAJOR CONFERENCE 
on avian flu, convened amidst a 
rising death toll among humans 
and a widening geographical 
spread among birds, warned 
"Thursday of weak defenses and 
worrying gaps in knowledge 
about the lethal virus. 

Experts at the start of the two- 
day Paris meeting said that, com- 
pared with previous health 
scares, the world was being much 
smarter in preparing for the risk 
that the H5N1 virus could leap 
from poultry to humans and un- 
leash a murderous pandemic. 

But, they cautioned, there re- 
main too many holes in basic un- 
derstanding how the virusis trans- 
mitted by wild birds, whether it 
could be carried by other animals 
and how it could one day become 
contagious among humans. 

‘At the same time, illegal trade 
in poultry is flourishing and vete- 
inary surveillance in parts of 
Asia and Africa is sketchy at best, 
providing plenty of opportunities 
for the disease to spread unde- 
tected among flocks and leap to 
humans, they said. 

Albert Osterhaus of the 
Netherlands’ National Influenza 
Center and the Erasmus Medical 
Center in Rotterdam, said the 
specter of three flu pandemics in 
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Kuwait 
women fail 
to win a seat 


KUWAIT—WOMEN FAILED TO 
win any seat in their first attempt. 
to compete in a Kuwaiti parlia- 
mentary election, edged by pow- 
erful Islamist and other pro-re- 
form ex-MPs who swept the poll, 
results showed on Friday. 

Analysts and newspapers said 
a strong showing by the opposi- 
tion—a loose coalition of pro-re- 
form ex-MPs, Islamists and liber- 
als—raises the possibility of 
deeper tension between the new 
assembly and the government. 

“Women failed us," Zikra al-Maj- 
dali, a 39-year-old lawyer and moth- 
er of four who ran in an ultra-con- 
servative Islamist area, told Reuters, 
referring to high hopes among fe- 
male candidates that women's votes. 
‘would at least get one of them into 
the National Assembly. 

Thursday's poll was called af- 
ter Emir Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad 
al-Sabah dissolved parliament 
last month following a standoff 
between the government and op- 
position over electoral reforms. 

‘Analysts said the election re- 
sults were not likely to resolve the 
dispute. 

"Its a heavyweight assembly that 
puts the goverment in front of 
‘some tough choices,” said al-Watan- 
daily. Leading newspaper, al-Qabas, 
termed the outcome “a loss for pro- 
government candidates.” 

“The same tension will be 
there,” Mustafa Behbahani of con- 
sultaney Kuwaiti Gulf Group told 
Reuters, adding the house and gov- 
ernment “may reach a compromise 
between them ... but if the status 
‘quo stays, tension will heat up." 

None of the 28 women among 
a total of 249 candidates who 
stood for office was able to win a 
seat in the race. Women make up 
57 percent of the Gulf Arab state's 
340,000 eligible voters. 

"The outcome was not unexpect- 
ed but there's a feeling of some sor- 
row,” said Majdali. "Good luck to 
the men who won; I hope all those. 
promises to tackle women's issues 
don't tum out to be just slogans." 

"Women won the right to rurrfor- 
office and to vote in May 2005 in 
the oil-producing US ally. Overall 
turnout was heavy at over 65 per- 
cent, state media said. Reuters 


Dutch premier to meet queen, tender resignation 
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DUTCH PM Peter Balkemende 
in June 21 photo. REUTERS 


the last 90 years—in 1918, 1957 
and 1968—lurked in the wings. 

“Is this going to happen again? 
‘The answer's yes.’ Are we proper- 
ly prepared? The answers no," 
Osterhaus said bluntly. 

Avian influenza is highly con- 
tagious and lethal among poultry. 
‘Transmitted from birds to hu- 
mans in close proximity, it can 
cause sickness and death. 

Since the virus resurfaced in 2003 
after initially emerging in Hong 
Kong in 1997, there have been 228 
human cases, 130 of them mortal, 
according to the latest WHO figures. 

‘There were 41 deaths in all of 
2005, but 54 in the first six months 
of 2006 alone. In 2003, just one 
country (Vietnam) reported 
death; this rose to two in 2004, five 
in 2005 and seven so far in 2006. 

Yet such numbers would pale in- 
to insignificance if H5N1, by mixing 
with an ordinary human flu virus, 
picked up genes that would make it 
not only lethal for humans but also 
easily transmissible among them. 

‘The longer and the more widely 
the virus circulates among poultry, 
the bigger the risk that it could 
make this leap, said Guenael Rodi- 
er, a special adviser for communi- 
cable diseases at the European de- 
partment of the World Health Or- 
ganization, ‘AFP 
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MADRID—SPANISH PRIME MINIS- 
ter Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero an- 
nounced Thursday that his govem- 
ment would open talks with the 
armed Basque movement ETA to try 
to end nearly four decades of sepa- 
ratist unrest. 

"Three months after the group de- 
dared a permanent ceasefire, Zapa- 
tero said the time was right for dia- 
Jogue but cautioned that it would be 


He gave no date as to when the 
process might start and said his 
emment would not compromise its 
core principles. 

His comments were welcomed 
by ETAs banned political wing 
Batasuna, the Basque regional 
government and the European 
Union, but Spain's opposition 
Popular Party refused its support, 
saying there could be no talis 
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Spain to open talks with ETA in bid to end 40 years of unrest 


for the deaths of some 850 peo- 
ple. 

‘Ina statement, Zapatero said that 
Madrid “will begin a dialogue with 
ETA, while maintaining the irrevoca- 
ble principle that political questions 
are only resolved with the legitimate 
representatives of the popular will” 
“The process will be long, hard and 
difficult" he added. 

“We will approach it with deter- 


tachment, and always, always, with 
respect to the memory of the vic- 
tims.” Zapatero said he was acting 
under а parliamentary resolution 
passed in May last year authorizing 
dialogue with ETA as soon as it aban- 
doned violence, which it promised to 
do in a ceasefire declaration in 
March this year 

Не said he trusted ETA to keep йв 
word, noting that it was the first time 


had declared a permanent truce and 
that it had been three years since ts 
last deadly attack, in May 2003. 
‘Contacts with the ETA leadership 
would take place discreetly, Zapatero 
went on, isi essentially on matters 
of procedure and timetable before fo- 
causing on disarmament and the fate 
‘of ETA members held in Spanish jails. 
Nevertheless he wamed that 
“democracy will not pay any political 


hm 


European Commission chief Jose 
Manuel Barroso said he shared the. 
hopes “of al those who look to a fiu- 
ture in which Spain is free from the 
scourge of terrorism.” Pemando Bar- 
rena, а Batasuna leader, hailed the 
announcement, noting that Zapa- 
tero made a “statement of great im- 
portance... affirming that the Span- 
ish government would respect the 
decisions that are freely adopted by 


“a long, hard and difficult" process. 
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YOUNG Jewish men grieve as the body of Jewish settler Eliahu Asheri 


with a “terrorist” group blamed 


к°з 
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laid to rest during his 


funeral at the Mount of Olives cemetery in Jerusalem June 29. An armed Palestinian group 
yesterday claimed the killing of Asheri in the occupied West Bank where the Israel Army 


found his body. 
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Ford plans shift in focus 
away from hybrid vehicles 


DEARBORN, MICH.—DETROIT AUTO COMPA- 
nies, which have lagged far behind their Japanese 
rivals in developing and selling hybrid vehicles, 
are taking a new direction in a bid to emerge as 
Jeaders in their own right on environmental is- 
sues. 

The latest sign of this shift occurred Thurs- 
day, when the Ford Motor Co. confirmed that 
it would not meet its widely publicized goal of 
selling 250,000 hybrid vehicles a year by 
2010, a goal set last fall when energy prices 
spiked after Hurricane Katrina. 

Instead, Ford plans to focus its attention on 
flexible-fuel vehicles, which can run on gaso- 
line and another type of fuel like ethanol, 
William Clay Ford Jr, its chief executive, told 
employees in a memo distributed Wednesday. 

Ford was the first Detroit company to sell 
hybrid models, and it will continue to develop 
them, William Ford said in an interview here 


But that would be part of a broader program 
to produce cleaner, more-efficient vehicles, 
he said. 

"This is in no way a lack of commitment to 
hybrids," Ford said. “It's an expansion of our 
commitment to other technologies." 

Ford, known for his lifelong interest in en- 
vironmental causes, acknowledged that he 
would be criticized for the move. 

Environmental groups, as expected, were 
quick to criticize the company. The Sierra 
Club said it was “appalled” that Ford was 
pulling back on its commitment to hybrids in 
favor of flexible-fuel vehicles. 

Daniel Е Becker, director. of the group's 
global warming program, said that because 
Ford had already backed off a previous 
promise to build more fuel-efficient sport util- 
ity vehicles, the company was “rapidly be- 
coming the automaker that cried wolf” NYT 


Alleged S. Korea kidnap victim 
bids tearful farewell to mother 


SEOUL—A SOUTH KOREAN MAN WHO DE- 
nied he had been kidnapped by North Korea 28 
years ago bade farewell Friday to his mother after 
a tearful family reunion sanctioned by the authori- 
ties in the Stalinist state. 

Kim Young-Nam, 45, saw his mother for the. 
first time in almost three decades this week, when 
she arrived Wednesday for an emotional three-day 
meeting in the North Korean tourist resort of 
Mount Kumgang. 

Не wept on Friday as his 82-year-old mother 
Choi Gye-Wol boarded a bus for the 10-kilometer 
(sbcmile) ride back to South Korea. 

Kim held up his 7-year-old son for a farewell 
kiss and Choi told the child: "Be a good boy Listen 
to your mom and dad and don't fight with other 
Vids" Kim disappeared as a 16-year-old schoolboy 
from a South Korean beach in 1978 and inteli- 
gence authorities in Seoul say he was kidnapped 
by Nonh Korean agents 

Earlier this year Kim's mother had publidy 
begged Pyongyang to allow her to see her long- 
lost son before she died. 

‘Ata stage managed press conference on Thurs- 
day Kim denied that he had ever been kidnapped 
and also repeated Pyongyangs official assertion 
that his former wife, a Japanese woman kid- 
mapped by North Korea in 1977, had died. 

Kim had a daughter with the Japanese woman, 
Megumi Yokota, and a son with his second wife, a 
North Korean woman. 

North Korea admitted kidnapping Yokota and 
12 other Japanese in the 1970s and 1980s to train. 
North Korean spies. 

Pyongyang sent five kidnap victims back to 
Japan following a summit meeting berween the 
two countries in 2002 and said that all the others 
were dead. 

But th Japanese be ana aul aet } 
map тиль may tll Le atose reget the 


PICTURE taken in 1993 in North Korea 
shows the daughter of Kim Young-nam, 
abducted by N. Koreaagentsin 1978. seures 


Korean position as untrustworthy. 

At the emotional farewell with his mother, Kim 
had lifted his mother from a US-made wheelchair 
he had given her and had carried her in his arms to 
the waiting bus, 

His mother had held him tightly and refused to 
Jet go for several minutes, sobbing loudly. 

Kim removed his metalframed glasses and 
wiped away tears as his North Korean wife said to 
her South Korean mother-in-law, “Mother, stay 
healthy.” Kim, who South Korean intelligence au- 
thorities say is a senior official in North Korea's spy 
apparatus, has invited his mother and sister to 
х пла oen where he aid he 

secti AP 


mination and caution, unity and de- 


in its 38-year armed struggle that it 


price to achieve peace.” In Brussels, 


Basque citizens.” АР 


Israel planes hit Gaza 
in widening offensive 


GAZA—ISRAELI WARPLANES POUND- 
ей Gaza on Friday, setting ablaze the In- 
terior Ministry offices of the Hamas-led 
Palestinian government in a widening 
military effort to secure the release of a 
capcured soldier. 

Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak 
said in a newspaper interview that the 
Hamas Islamist group had given "condi- 
tional approval” for the release of 19- 
year-old Corporal Gilad Shalit, who was 
captured in a crose-border raid on Sun- 
day 


у. 
But while Israel held off a threatened 


The factions that captured Shalit —in- 
cluding the armed wing of Hamas—de- 
mand the release of Palestinian prisoners 
even for information on whether he is 
alive or dead. 

Israeli warplanes roared over Gaza in 
darkness, striking more than 20 targets. 

Опе missile hit the office of Hamas In- 
terior Minister Saeed Seyam, setting the 
building ablaze. Seyam was not there at 
the time. The army said it was used to 
plan attacks on Israel. 

Planes also struck an office of ALAgSa 


Martyrs Brigades, part of more moder- 
ate President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah 
group, as well as roads and areas used to 
fire rockets at Israel. An Islamic Jihad 
militant was killed, the first fatality from. 
the offensive. The Israeli army said he 
was part ofa rocket squa 

“Israel's escalation wall not help it get 
the soldier back and they should leave 
this ш the dna биш said 

lesinian cabinet spokesperson Ghazi 
Hamad. 

Israel holds Hamas responsible for 

Shalits safe rerum, though ће govem- 
ment says it played no role in his abduc- 
tion, 
‘Mubarak said in an interview with 
Egypt's al-Ahram daily that Hamas lead- 
ers had told him they had given approval 
to hand over the soldier in order to avoid 
an escalation, but he did not specify 
what conditions they had set. 

Не also said Israel had not yet agreed. 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmerts office had 
no comment. Israeli radio stations said 
mo proposals had been received. 

‘Teachi Hanegbi, a senior member of 
‘Olmer’s Kadima party told Army Radio: 
"Israel will not give in to terrorist black- 
таай and will not enter into negotiations 
to release murderers in Israeli prisons.” 
Israel seized dozens of Hamas cabinet 
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‘members and lawmakers in the West 
Bank on Thursday in what the Islamist 
group called an attempt to topple its 

Hamas, sworn to destroy- 
ing Israel, is already struggling under a 
US-led aid embargo. 

Every day demonstrators in Gaza 
urge militants not to hand over Shalit 
unless Israel frees Palestinian prisoners 
inretum. 

Israeli troops entered southern баі 
on Wednesday in their biggest raid since 
pulling out of the strip last summer, but 
they delayed a threatened push into 
monhem Gaza, an area often used by 
militants for firing rockets into Israel. 

Senior diplomatic sources said Israel 
had put the assault on hold to allow 
more time for mediation, An opinion 
poll published on Friday showed that 
most Israelis favoured giving diplomacy 
а chance before large scale military ac- 
tion. 

Israelis also under international pres- 
sure to avoid the civilian casualties that 
could result from an offensive into the 
alleyways ofthe densely populated Gaza 
Scrip, home to 1.4 million Palestinians. 

US Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice and other Group of Bight foreign 
ministers urged Israel on Thursday to 
show restraint in Gaza. Reuters 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


MARKET SURVEILLANCE 
AND POLICY ANALYSIS SUPPORT TO DOE 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 


PREPARATION OF PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 


SUPPORT/GUARANTEE FOR POWER SECTOR REFORM PROJECT 


CONSULTING SERVICES 
PHRD Grant No. TF055609 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of Energy (DOE) and with grant assistance from the 


Policy and Human Resources Development (PHRD) and the International Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (IBRD), is implementing the Preparation of Private Sector Development Support/Guarantee for 
Power Sector Reform Project (the Project’). 


The DOE intends to apply part of the proceeds for consultant services for assistance in the manpower development 
in the field of market surveillance and assessment, specifically on the establishment of system of market 
monitoring and ability to analyzelassess the development of the WESM. This is valuable to DOE as the policy 
making body of the power sector in order to determine if the economic benefits of WESM are consistent with the 
Overall electricity sector goals and policies of the national government. Specifically, the consultant would advise/ 
develop quantitative systems and protocols for market monitoring, map out a resource plan (including training) 
for DOE that defines their respective roles more fully and sets down the basis for their interaction. Likewise, the 
consultants would conduct assessment of WESM operation using the traditional performance indicators and other 
accepted indicators, electricity rates shall be examine on various specific segments of the value change, evaluate 
the impact of on-going privatization scheme in the context of WESM operation, conduct study on the effectiveness 
and impact to consumers of the 10% requirements for DUS to source their supply from WESM and subsequently 
provide recommendations, if warranted. The consultant would also develop demand participation scheme 
consistent with the WESM. 


Provide recommendations on WESM rules considering the result of the above studies. 


The deliverables will be provided within eight (8) months of the appointment of the consultants. The consultant 
must demonstrate: 


In depth understanding of the operation of competitive electricity markets. 

Extensive, detailed and practical experience in assessing and providing advice on structure and 
‘operation of competitive energy markets. 

Extensive experience internationally and in the Philippines in advising on competition law and policy 
issues. 

Experience in identifying and assessing market power and designing market monitoring systems, 
‘especially in regard to competitive energy markets. 

High level economic, legal and policyiregulatory advice skills. 


The DOE now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interes! in providing the services. Interested consultants 
must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar 
assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skils among staff, elc... Consultants 
may associate to enhance their qualifications. 
А Consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank's Guidelines: 
" П i nk irs published in January 1977 (revised in September 1977. 
January 1999, and May 2002) 
Interested consultants may obtain further information al the address below during office hours 0800 to 1700 hours 
Department of Energy 
Aun: Melinda L. Ocampo, Undersecretary 
4° Floor, DOE Bidg. Energy Center, Merritt Road 
Global City, Taguig Metro Manila, Philippines 
Tet: (632) 8402173 
Fax: (632) 8402067 
E-mail: mlo_phg@doe.gov.ph and/or mycaps@doe.gov.ph 
Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 26 July 2006, 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 


‘The Bids and Awards Committee 

Department of Eneray 

Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 
eir 2008) 
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Osama to Bush: Don't rejoice too much 


PARIS—JIHAD OR HOLY WAR WILL GO ON IN IRAQ DE- 
spite the death of local al-Qaida chief Abu Musab al-Zar- 
qawi, according to a new audio message attributed to the 
terror network's leader Osama bin Laden. 


In the comments aired on an Islamist 
website on Friday, the speaker paid a 
glowing tribute to Zarqawi, the most 
wanted man in Iraq who was killed in a 
US air strike on his hideout on June 7. 

"We will keep up our fight to bleed 
your money dry, kill your men and so 
that (your forces) go home defeated, as 
wwe defeated you in Somalia," the man 
said to be Bin Laden told Bush. 

He also called on US President George. 


W Bush to return the remains of the Jor- 
danian-born extremist to his family. 

“I зау to Bush; you must return the re- 
mains of the hero to his family. Don't re- 
joie too much. The banner (of jihad) 
has not fallen. It will be picked up by an- 
other lion of Islam. We will continue our 
fight against you everywhere, in Iraq, in 
Afghanistan, in Somalia and in Sudan." 

Bin Laden, the mastermind of the 
Sept. 11, 2001 attacks on the United 
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States and the Western world’s wanted 
‘man, was last heard of in an audiotape 
release in May. 

In the 20-minute tape Friday, which 
could not be authenticated, the speaker 
also called on Jordan's King Abdullah II 
to allow the repatriation of the body of 
Zarqawi. 

“I tell your agent in Jordan: enough 
tyranny. You prevented Abu Musab from 
returning home when he was alive. 
Don’t stop him doing so now,” he said. 

Jordan has said its intelligence ser- 
vices played a key role in finding Zar- 
дат, who faced death sentences in his 
home country but who was freed by the 
monarch in a general amnesty in 1999. 


Bin Laden defended Zarqawi against 
critics who attacked him for killing 
Iraqis, chiefly Shiite Muslims, and not 
just US-led forces who invaded Iraq in 
March 2003 to oust the former presi- 
dent Saddam Hussein, 

“тей those who accuse the lion of our 
nation of killing certain segments of the 
Iraqi people: if someone claimed that a 
man blinded one of his eyes, wait to see 
the accused, because the plaintiff might 
have blinded both his eyes,” he said. 

Zarqawi, who orchestrated a bloody 
campaign of attacks and beheadings of 
hostages, was Iraq's most wanted man 
with a $25-million US bounty on his 
head, like Bin Laden. AFP 
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AL-QAIDA fugitive leader Osama bin Laden 
in undated picture. E 


Tape excerpts 


CAIRO, EGYPT—EXCERPTS FROM BIN 
Laden’s audio message: 

“Ме remember his words, ‘We are fight- 
ing in Iraq with our eye on Jerusalem’ which 
wwe will only be able to retain with a Koran 
that gives guidance and a victorious sword... 
He set the foundation to defend his religion, 
win the return of Palestine, God willing, and 
avenge the downtrodden. He exhausted the 
Americans, the allies of the Jews, and made 
them stagger, killing their men, shaking their 
foundations, bleeding them of money and 
breaking their ranks, and humiliating them.. 
"Al-Zarqawis story will live forever with th 
stories of the nobles, so don't cry over one 
who is not missing ... He can teach the world a 
lesson on how to seize freedom—for freedom 
can never be given to those cowering under 
the dome of democracy—and how to resist 
tyrants. 

*... The enemy attacked Iraq ... the moun- 
tains shook .. and in these difficult circum- 
stances, the knight of Islam Abu Musab ap- 
peared like a fierce lion... He appeared with a 
group of believers. They were 17 men—not 
17 armies. They got together and vowed to 
God to achieve victory for his religion... They 
entered the war and began to fight, using a 
good number of Kalashnikovs and antitank 
mines and bazookas; Abu Musab had been in 
the holy war with his brothers against the 
Russians (in Afghanistan). 

“To those who accuse the knight of Islam of 
killing a certain sector of Iraq's people, I say to 
them ... Abu Musab had clear instructions to 
focus his fight on the occupiers, particularly 
the Americans and to leave aside anyone who 
remains neutral. But for those who refused 
(neutrality) and stood to fight on the side of 
the crusaders against the Muslims, then he 
should kill them whoever they are, regardless 
of their sect or tribe. For supporting infidels 
against Muslims is a major sin... 

“Then [tell (US President George W) Bush: 
You must return the body of the hero to his 
family. And don't be too happy. .. We will con- 
tinue to fight you and your allies everywhere, 
in Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia and Sudan to 
тип down your resources and kill your men 
until you return defeated to your nation, just 
as we defeated you before in Somalia. And 1 
tell your minion in Jordan: Enough tyranny. 
You prevented Abu Musab from entering his 
homeland while he was alive, don’t prevent 
that now ... What scares you about Abu 
Musab after he's dead?” AP 


General: Taliban 
growing stronger 
because of Iraq 


KABUL—AFGHANISTAN'S TALIBAN INSUR- 
gents are growing stronger because the 
World's attention was distracted by Iraq, a top 
British general said. 

"Tm critical of the whole international 
community for not listening sufficiently close- 
ly toall Afghans, in particular the Afghan gov- 
ernment,” said Gen. David Richards, com- 
mander of the Nato force in Afghanistan, in a 
BBC interview. 

Richards comments follow criticisms by Presi- 
dent Hamid Karzai of the way antiterror opera- 
tions have been conducted. Karzai last week said 
it was unacceptable that hundreds had been 
killed in Afghanistan, even if they were Taliban. 

Richards will take command at the end of 
July in southern Afghanistan, where the 
rebels are most active. 

"There's no doubt there is a resurgent Tali- 
ban problem," he told the BBC's Pashtu-lan- 
guage service. 

Asked the reason for the resurgence, he 
replied: “Largely it's because people took 
their eye off this ball and a vacuum was al- 
lowed to develop and that vacuum was filled 


woos. 
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[Gene pesata TET EA Iraq absorbed people's interest and resources.” 
Sore кари su EIEEE Afghanistan in recent months has suffered 
at mm FIT l sents Е the worst violence since a US-led attack oust- 
ed the Taliban government in December 2001 
for failing to hand over Osama bin Laden. 
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by the Taliban, 
“I think, probably internationally, for a while 
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Sullen Pacman ready 
or Larios showdown 


Roach sure Pinoy icon will make weight limit 


By Francis Ochoa. 7 = me ES 


ASOMBER, TOTALLY FOCUSED 


Manny Pacquiao yesterday Cuber-shot 
skipped routine talk with the 
media after his final workout, 
on the eve of the official weigh- 
in for his noontime encounter 
against Mexico’s Oscar Larios 
tomorrow. 

“The post-workout atmosphere at the gym was 
anything butlight. 

Gone was the trademark smile and the witty 
one-liners. In its place was ап unsmiling ring 
icon who, right after being toweled off by a cou- 
ple of assistants, sat at the edge of the ring inside 
the Amateur Boxing Association of the Philip- 
pines (Abap) gym, his head buried in his: ‘palms. 

“He's ready to go," declared trainer Freddie 
Roach. 

‘After a full meal last night and a short road. 
workout early today Roach said Pacquiao should 
tip the scales at 128 Ibs, well under the 130-Ь 
limit of his super featherweight bout against Lar- 
ios, who is expected to hit the ceiling at today’s 8 
a.m. weigh-in at the Discovery Suites. 

“Tm sure hes going to be under [the] weight 
limit," said Roach, confident enough to allow his 
ward “a good meal [last night)” 

“He just sweated it out a little bit [yesterday],” 
said Roach, who is handling Pacquiao for the 
‘Oth time in the boxer’s career, one which has 

xoduced an impressive 41-3-2 win-oss-draw 
fécóid, spiked with 32 knockouts. 

Pacquiao went through some seven rounds 
trading mitts with Roach, shadow boxing, hitting 
the speed ball and skipping rope. 

‘After that, the Filipino boxing hero looked 
sullen, He obliged a few requests for pictures and 
‘autographs, but did away with his post-workout 
talk with the press. 

‘After the weigh-in, Pacquiao will begin to 
pack in the pounds and Roach expects him to be 
at the neighborhood of 140 Ibs for his noontime 
battle against the upset-seeking Larios. 

“He's going to be more or less at the same 
weight he was in when he fought [Erik] 
Morales,” said Roach. 

The 27-year-old Pacquiao entered the ring at 
141 Ibs against Morales, who the Filipino intro- 
duced to the canvas for the first time in the Mexi- 
can boxing legend's career. 

Larios (56-4-1, 38 knockouts) hopes to ham- 
mer out a victory that could boost a career that 
опа dive after a December loss to world 1224. 
champ Israel Vasquez. The Larios camp claimed 
the Guadalajara, Mexico, native is perfectly set- 
ded in the super featherweight division. 

“He's more or less fighting in his natural 
weight and with the training he's had, we're con- 
fident we can win," said Rafael Mendoza, the 29- 
year-old boxer’s manager. 
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Pacquiao camp. 
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him as the best boxer pound-for-pound 

fighter in the world along with current IBF 

‘welterweight champion Floyd Mayweather 

J Salven L Lagumbay, contributor. 
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SPORTS 
Modest goals for Tamaraws in new UAAP cage season 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2006 


By Jasmine W. Payo attitude last year when theyharped about week before the UAAP gets offthe ground. But Flores still holds high hopesforthe _ зай. “In Jakarta, we were able to compete 
‘winning tall right from Day 1. “Arwind ва big lossto the team, especially team which will be led by veteran guard Jeff against China, Indonesia and Thailand. We 
‘THEIR GOAL IN THE UAAP MEN'S BAS- ‘Flores, after all, has lost the core of the in rebounds and blocks.” Chan, sophomore playmaker Jonas Villanue- just lost in the knockout game! for the finals 
ketball tournament has become slightly ^ team that swept rock-solid La Salle in the ‘The impact of Santos’ loss willbe hard to  vaandédootócenterFrancsBareelano. against China.” 
modest. Finals last year. ignore, as the team not only lost his aver- ‘We still have tall wingmen,”" said Flores. Flores picked University of the East and 
Ош targetisthetoptwo,thetwiceo- The biggest—Iterally and figuratively— ages of 13.1 points, 12.7 rebounds and 2.3 “Our advantageis sill our our defense. We — Ateneo asthe strongest teas this season. 
beatadvantage in the Final Four” said Far departure was Arwind Santos, theleague blocks oflast year but also the leadership stil have a good point guard in Jonas” “if we get past UE (in the first round), 
Eastern Tamaraws coach Bert Flores. ‘Most Valuable Player of the lasttwo seasons that has steadied the team in the past. Flores also cited the Tamaraws’ good run мей know if we still have a chance,” he 
‘Apparently the defending champions who wil join the PBA Draft in August. Moreover the Tamarawshavetodo in preseason competitions, including the said. “The players have adjusted (to their re- 
We bere more caution inbaringtheir “Mayhalong kaba (There'snervous- without the services of other key players, in- invitational tourney in Jakarta, Indonesia. spective roles). We just have to improve on 
goals, а lear departure from their confident ness," admitted Flores, just more than a duding Mark sip and shooter RJ Rizada. “We achieved alotin other leagues,"he our rebounding and our ball movement." 


By June Navarro 


‘THE DIRECTIVE FROM RED BULL COACH YENG GUIAO WAS SIM- 
ple: Don't let San Miguel Beer get away with outside shots early. 

"We lived to fight another game,” 
said San Miguel coach Jong Uichico, 
who has yet to win a best-of-seven, 
series when down 2-3. He also lost. 
all three previous race-to-four series 
after trailing before Game 6. 

Danny Seigle set a career mile- 
жопе by becoming the 53rd player 
е history to reach 5,000 
points. He did the feat in 264 games. 

Seigle scored 21 points to sustain 
his 20-plus output for the 18% time. 

*1 don't really care how many 
points I score,” said Seigle. "Ask any 


But the Beermen proved unstop- 
pable as they forced a Game 7 with 
the Bulls following a 116-101 victo- 
ту in their Gran Matador Brandy- 
PBA Philippine Cup semifinal duel 
last night at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

In the second game, Purefoods 
defeated Alaska, 99-96 to also force 
a Game 7 in their half of the semifi- 
nal bracket 

Almost flawless from the field, 
Chris Calaguio and Olsen Racela 
boosted the Beermen to а 5544 
halftime lead and eventually set up 


amakeorbreakshowdownforat- athlete and he wil tell you that n 

Пе slot tomorrow. what matters most is winning the Racela maneuvers in search of the open man in yesterday's game at the ‘Cuneta Astrodome. 
Calaguio, who made four of his championship." H t 

five attempts in the first two quar- Kerby Raymundo scored eight of had a 90-79 lead bèfore Rayinundo Тезек 

ters, pumped in a personal confer- his 25 points inthe final seven min- exploded. SIN MIGUEL 16 guo 23, Sele 


ence high 23 points while Olsen 
Racela tallied 18 points, 16 coming 
inthe first half. 


utes, including three free throws 
that completed the Giants’ come- 
back from 11 points down. The Aces 


"We havent achieved any thing 21, Raosa 18, Pera 18, йол 10, Hon- 
yet We just tied the series,” said ters 3, дота 6 Cablay 5, Adriano 4, No- 
Purefoods coach Ryan Gregorio. 


ble 2 Kong 0, Lopez. 


Amonsot, Domingo worthy fight subs 


NEWEST RING SENSATION REY "BOOM- 
Boom” Bautista and knockout artist Randy Suico 
are out of the Manny Pacquiao-Oscar Larios un- 
dercard, but their replacements have equally im- 
pressive credentials for tomorrow's fights at the 
Araneta Coliseum. 

Boxing promoter Sammy Gello-ani said 
Bautista's replacement, Michael Domingo, is the 
‘current Philippine junior lightweight king and is 
undefeated in his last seven fights. 

Suico's substitute, Czar Amonsot, is the reign- 
ing WBO Asia-Pacific super featherweight cham- 
pion, who recently scored two unanimous deci- 


Ang Liga’s 
fourth season 
kicks off today 


АМС LIGA, THE COLLEGIATE LEAGUE SANC- 
tioned by the Philippine Football Federation 
(РЕР), kicks off today at the PhilSpors field in 
Pasig City. 

EDSA Football Club takes on University of 
Santo Tomas at 2 p.m. before Mendiola FC 1991 
battles the University of the East at 4. 

РЕР president Johnny Romualdez said the 
competing teams in the fourth season of Ang Liga. 
shows thatit has expanded. 

Conceptualized by national coaches Aris 
Caslib and Marlon Maro, Ang Liga was designed 
to give senior players additional competitive 
matches and serve as a run-up to the UAAP and 
NCAA seasons that begin late in the year. 

San Beda College, under coach Aris Caslib, 
won the first two seasons of Ang Liga while Col- 
lege of Saint Benilde lifted the trophy last year. 


GMs Paragua, Torre open 


bids in Ozamiz chess tilt 
GRANDMASTERS MARK PARAGUA AND EUGENE 
Torre open their REspective bids in the first Ozamiz 
City chess tournament starting today at the Rep. 
Hilarion Ramiro Jr. gymnasium in Ozamiz City. 
Paragua and Torre, the country's top two players In 
the recent Turin Chess Olympiad, are the favorites 
in the chase for the P30,000 top purse in the throe- 
day tournament. They willbe up against the likes of 
International Masters Oliver Dimakiing, Barto 
Nadera and Richard Bitoon and FMs Vince Alaan 
‘and Rico Sallmbagat. National Chess Federation of. 
‘the Philippines secretary-general Abraham "Bam- 
bol" Tolentino Jr and Ozamiz Mayor Reynaldo 
Parojinog Sr will make the ceremonial moves. 
‘Marlon Bernardino, Contributor 


sion victories against Mexicans in Las Vegas. 

Although Domingo has 13 defeats in 43 fights, 
he showed a lot of improvement since transfer- 
Ting to the ALA Boxing Gym according to Gello- 
ani in yesterday's Accel-sponsored Scoop sa Ka- 
mayan session. 

‘Amonsot, Gello-ani added, is also in top shape 
when he was tapped to replace Suico since he 
was already preparing for his tite defense on July 
22 against an Indonesian fighter. 

Bautista has been declared unfit to fight and is 
ina hospital recovering from a viral infection. He 
was supposed to fight veteran Mexican Alejandro. 


Montiel (51-7-0 with 30 knockouts). Suico pulled 
out against another Mexican, Silverio Ortiz, (17- 
9-0 with 7 KOs) after he has been given a world 
title shot. 

‘Suico, 24-2 with 21 KOs, is scheduled to chal- 
lenge World Boxing Association lightweight 
champion Juan Diaz of Mexico on July 15 at the 
famous MGM Grand Hotel and Casino in Las Ve- 
gas. He replaced Russian Almazvek Raimlulov, 

Unlike Pacquiao, who is bound to eam $1 mil- 
lion against Larios, who is assured of $450,000, 
‘Amonsot will get only $3,000 while Domingo 
will receive а little over $1,000. 


Xavier Alumni, Air Force 
booters try to keep lead 


POWERHOUSE SQUADS 
Xavier Alumni Football Club 
and Philippine Air Force face 
separate opponents today in 
a bid to strengthen their grip 
of the solo lead in the 2006 
Adidas Futsal Championship 
at the FMAC Gym in La Salle 
Green Hills in Mandaluyong 
City. 

Xavier, which is coming off 
a tough 3-2 decision over Ate- 
neo last weekend, takes on 
the AFP Selection in the 3 
pom. match in the men’s Sec- 
ond Division-A, while Air 
Force, tests the mettle of Kaya 
FC in the 6 p.m. schedule in 
the men’s First Division. 

Xavier Alumni, back- 
stopped by Raymond Cardo- 
va, and Air Force both tote 3- 
0-0 (win-draw-loss) marks in 
leading their respective 
groups in the tournament 
sponsored by adidas in сбор- 
eration with the National 
Capital Region Football Asso- 
ciation. 

Emelio Caligdong, Air 
Force's high-scoring attacker, 
is again expected to shine 
against the Aly Borromeo-led 
Kaya FC. 

Today's hostilities begin at 
2pm. with the clash between 
Union FC and El Magistrado, 
which are currently tied for 
lead in the men’s Second 


In 


рт. 


Division-B with identical 2-0- 
Omarks, 


the lone 
match, the third-running De 
La Salle University tackles 
the University of Asia and the 
Pacific Dragons (0-1-2) at 4 


NATIONAL team mainstay Aly Borromeo (left) presses Kaya 
FC's attack against Navy defender Norman Somoza during 
the two teams’ match in the Adidas Futsal tourney. 


Other matches pit the 
Philippine Army (20-0) 
against Supeririends (1-0-1) 
in the men's First Division at 
5 pm., and Veterans (1-0-2) 
against the Philippine Navy 
(0-1-2), also in the men's Sec- 
ond Division 


women's 


> — ГЕРЕ 
RED Bull coach Yeng Guiao (right) barks instructions to Topex Robinson as San Miguel Beer's Olsen 


"FRED BULL 101— Vane 21, Penisi 18, 
Tugade 14, Robinson 9, Fonader 6, Bug, 
Cra 7, Hrabak 6, Baguio 5, Valera 3, Na- 


Manila 
bares 
boxing 
program 


MANILA SPORTS COUNCIL 
(Masco) chief Amold “Ali” Atienza 
yesterday announced the capital 
city is embarking on an ambitious 
program aimed at discovering and 
developing future Filipino world 
boxing champions. 

Atienza, also the Presidential As- 
sistant for Youth and Sports, said a 
state-of-the-art boxing gymnasium 
will soon rise at the city govem- 
ment owned Manila Boystown 
Complex located in Marikina 
where former street children are 
being molded to be assets of soci- 
e. 

The son of Manila Mayor Lito 
Atienza added that satellite boxing 
gymnasiums will also be built at 
the San Andres Sports and Civic 
Center in Malate and at the Tondo 
Sports Complex to serve as venues 
for discovering young potentials 
from ай over the Big City. 

"We will select the less-fortu- 
nate, street children and young de- 
serving prospective boxers in the 
city and bring them to the Manila 
‘Boystown Complex where they will 
mot only be developed as world 
class fighters but will also be given. 
proper education,” Atienza said. 

‘Team Maynila head coach Alan 
Alegria, the former Philippine ju- 
nior welterweight and weltér- 
‘weight champion who was rafiked 
fifth by the World Boxing Associa- 
tion in 1998, has been tapped to 


кк 


рюа2. train and develop the youthful 
шет 2521,554,0875.11601. prospects 
SPORTSWATCH 
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FIGHT SPAWNS TEXT CRAZE: Everyone's cashing non Sunday's, 
showdown between Manny Pacquiao and Oscar Larios. Alocalfirm, “| 
Text Entertainment Games (E-Games), in partnership with ABS-CBN, 
has introduced a new text service called Mano Milyonaryo that allows `, 
Filipinos to bet on the fight through text. E-Games is selling pre-paid 
cards that bettor-texters can buy and load up. А text/bet costs PIO 
each, and players can bet as much as they want by texting to a special 
number on the Smart network, Fourteen texters who placed the 
correct bets wil be randomly chosen and will join a grand rafe on July 7, 
2006. A total of PI.S milion in cash prizes await lucky texters. 


Sporting arms show all set at Megamall 
THE 2006 DEFENSE & SPORTING ARMS SHOW PART Ii UNFOLDS ON JULY 
19-17 at the Megatrade Hall of SM Megamal В, Ortigas Center, Mandaluyong 
City. Organized by the Association of Firearms and Ammunition Dealers ofthe 
Philippines (Afad) and Tradeshow international, Inc, the event bringe together 
under one roof companies related to home detense, sports shooting and out- 
door activity industry. Visitors will get a glimpse of the latest defense and 
sporting firearms, ordnance, hunting gear and apparel, sights, scopes, maga- 
Zine cips. night vision equipment, accessories and alied equipment trom 
companies and organizations reputed to be the finest in the trade. Speedy gun 
Teanse processing is ао among the services in the five-day event. 


80 fights up as SIC 3-cocker gets going 
EIGHTY FIGHTS ARE ON TAP IN THE UNITED BACKYARD BREEDERS AS- 
sociation special 3-cock derby which kicks of today at the San Juan Collse- 
um with Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as sponsor. This will be UBBAS second 
offering at SJC, according to pit manager Pete Rivera. The group's Summer 
3-cock derby last Apri 10 vas won by Olver Osorio entry UBBA Матова 
RL and Bobby Bumatay's MG CF BJB Sasha. The derby follows the venue's 
Fastest Win One-Cock Ulutan from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For inquiries, call the 
SJC office at 725-6563, 725-5369 or 0917-8041691. 


Roligon derby kicks off today 

;THE ANNUAL "HATAWAN SA TAG-ULAN 6-СОСК DERBY, A TOP ATTRAC- 
оп at the Roligon Mega Cockpit, gets under way at 1 pm. today win Lakpue 
Drug Inc. and Thunderbird Enertone as sponsors. More than 150 fights are on 
tap in today's 2-cock elimination round, Other elimination rounds wil be held 
‘on July 4 and 6. The semifinal and final rounds kick off on July 8 and 11 А 
prize pot of P3.5 million wili be given to the winners regardless of the actual 
number of entries, said host Rolly Ligon. For inquiries, call 851-2275, 833- 
1638 or 852-9812. 


Cainta cockfest slated july 6 

THE BIGGEST COCPIT IN RIZAL PROVINCE, THE CAINTA FAIR CENTER, RE- 
‘opens on July 6 with the holding of the popular Fastest Win-One Cock Ulutan. 
The event offers a total prize pot of P611,000 for an entry fee of P2,200, ac- 
cording to George Bueno and Aba Badiola, operators of tha 8,000-capacity 
arena. As grand opening bonus, the first five winners will get a 14-Inch color 
TV while tha sixth to the 10th placers will receive one mountain bike each. All 
|. fight winners will pocket P2,000. The event starts at 8 a.m. For inquiries, call 
the CFCC office at 655-3334, 655-2992 or 0918-2620338 (Ара). 
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Stags 


for lead; Blazers score 


By Marc Anthony Reyes 


JASON CASTRO CAME THROUGH WITH A SHOT STAB WITH 13.9 
Seconds left to lift Philippine Christian University to the solo lead 
with a 74-72 triumph over San Sebastian last night. in the NCAA 
men's basketball tournament at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium. 

4 The Dolphins with San Beda and 
squandered а nine- Mapua. The Stags, 
point lead in the final meanwhile, took their 
three minutes before second loss in three 
inching their second outings. 

“victory in three games, The Stags rallied 
“Next ime, we have from as far down as 
` to learn to protect our 46-58 to tie the game 
lead, but L will take this at720n free throws by 
win anytime,” said Miguel Lindaya in the 
PCU coach Joel Du- ast 40 seconds. 
alan. But their effort went 
Gabby Espinas led to waste as Castro got 
" the Dolphins with 24 away with the game- 
points, eight rebounds clinching winner 
and two steals. The senior scores: 
Castro finished with Second Game 
11 points and six rebounds. ST, BENILDE 79—Layug 19, Roles 15, 
Earlier, Martin Шта Jr completed Johnston 14, Sevila 10, Manding 7, Ua Je 5, 
three-point play with 41.7 seconds Manlapaz 5, Aldover 4, Шта I 0, Tilo 0, Li- 
Леб as host St. Benilde made up for bunao0. Cadiz0. 
its lackluster debut lest week by PERPETUAL 76—Nisa26, Jo 14,Bauzon 
trouncing Perpetual, 79-76. 12, Kong 8, Reyes б, Lee 4, Manuel 3, Galabin 
Fouled by Michael Kong as he 3, Racho 0, Perturbos 0, Mendoza 0. 
агоеіп, the 6foot'3 Опа made the Quarters: 21-2, 99-95, 5565, 7878 
bonus shot to give the Blazers a 79- ‘Third Game 
T4cushionen route to theirfrstwin _PCU74—fspnas 24 Dad 13. Castro 11. 
in two games. бало 7, Sos 7, Graham 5, Amparado 4, 
“Credit should go to the players,” Navaro 2, Belga 1, Slam 0, McCoy 0. 
said St. Benilde coach Caloy Garcia. SSC 72—Vicente 21, Viray 16, Lindaya 12. 
“My players showed that we can  Buoan 6, Juan 6 roymundo 5, De Leon 4 
winas.a team.” Balesteros 2, uae 0, Nora 0, Sagad 0. 
The Atas dropped to 1-1, ina бе Quarters: 22-25, 454, 58-50, 7472 


STANDINGS 
PCU 2 
Letran 1 
St. Benilde 1 
Perpetual 1 
Mapua 1 
1 
1 
0 
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San Beda 
S. Sebastian 
Jose Rizal U 
GAMES MONDAY | 
(Ninoy Aquino Stadium) | 
12 noon—SSC-R vs 
CSIL (зз) 
400pm—S86 vs 
CSB (Jrs/Srs) 
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567-A G Aranota Ave., Q.C. - Tel. Ne 
Fax: (632) 


Text REG <Age> and send to 8008 


Marea pa kayong BONUS P20 na eGames toed 
į At pwede ka ng bumoto! Boto па! _ = 
Text МАМОР — Тех: МАМО }те«МАМОр || 


Tor PACQUIAO Tor LARIOS | 


Mas maraming text entry, mas malaki ang chance 
tumama ng £1 Million! 


La Salle, | 
SSC start 

V-League | 
title series ' 


GAMES TODAY (Ble Eagle Gym) 
2p m.—San Sebastian vs La Salle 


LASALLE AND SAN SEBASTIAN COLLEGE, 
the country's top collegiate volleyball teams 
today, highlight their rivalry today with the 
start of their best-ofthree Shakey’s V-League 
championship series at the Blue Eagle Gym. 

This time, the feud takes on a foreign ac- 
cent with both teams fielding one Thai im- 
port each in the 2 pm. tussle. The UAAP 
‘champion Lady Archers, winner of the first 
two conferences, are seeking to stretch their 
dominance of the league. 

‘The Lady Stags, reigning NCAA champi- 
on, had a rough sailing in the eliminations 
‘but recovered and struck hard to make it to 
the finals through the five-of eight semifinal 
incentive. They defeated Adamson, 25-13, 
25-16, 23-25, 27-25, last Thursday. 

The Lady Archers, on the other hand, se- 
cured the first finals berth after sweeping 
their elimination round games. 

Tn those matches, Thai import Jindarat 
Kanchana was rested in а dear ploy to 
freshen up her over-used knees. 

However, San Sebastians Jaroensri 
Bualee Б all warmed up for the match, hav- 
ing come from a tough match against 
‘Adamson where she scored 26 points. 

"We draw our strength from her,” San Se- 
bastian coach Roger Gorayeb said of the 23- 
year-old, -fo0t-9 Thai who has the best per- 
‘centage on attacks in the league. 

But with Bualee and Kanchana expected 
to even up the odds, the pressure is on the. 
leas ro perform their backup chores cx. 


Key Pilipinas 
Basketball 
meeting today 


THE STAKEHOLDERS OF PILIPINAS BASKET- 
ball will convene at 9 o'clock this morning at the 
Holiday Inn-Galeria Hotel to discuss and estab- 
- lish the organization's furure activities. 

Lead convenor and Philippine Basketball Asso- 
ciation commissioner Noli Eala said the meeting 
brings together ай he major stakeholders to craft 
the plan of action as well as the mission-and-vi- 
sion ofthe association for the next five years. 

“The gathering is a whole-day affair. 

Meanwhile, Tac Padilla, president of the Na- 
tional Basketball Conference, said the NBC is def- 
initely interested to become an active member of 
Pilipinas Basketball 

He made the statement in a letter addressed to 
Eala. Padilla said he intends to join the basketball 
summit but is currendy participating in a shoot- 
ing competition in preparation for the Doba, 
Qatar Asian Games 


Ng minors allowed. Open to persons 18 years oid and above only. Org. 


Featuring 


Freestyle 
Truefaith . 


‘Unity 


| Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


sain, ТФУ 7 


Sta. Lucia East Grand Mall, 


anizer reserves the right to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age. 
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EVANDER Holyfield: The Final Chapter 


Nadal survives, faces 
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Holyfield, 43, staging another comeback 


DALLAS—EVANDER HOLYFIELD IS 43. 
He hasn't fought in nearly two years, 
Жазо? won in more than four, and hasn't 

been the heavyweight champ in six years. 
50? 

Heres the timeline he considers more 
relevant: His contract to box for Don King 
expired about two weeks ago, he was li- 
cénsed to box in Texas last week and, on 
‘Thursday, he announced the start of his 
latest comeback bid, an Aug. 18 fight 
against journeyman Jeremy Bates. 


LONDON—RAFAEL NADAL LOOKED LIKE A FISH OUT OF WATER 
оп Thursday against a Californian with a passion for surfing be- 
fore a stirring fightback sealed a five-set victory and a third-round 


clash with old warhorse Andre Agassi. 


^ actually believe 1 can whup any- 
body" Holyfield said at a news confer- 
ence featuring local fighters on the un- 
dercard, but not his opponent. “Tm 
ready... Sure as I sit here today, 1 will be 
the undisputed heavyweight champion 
ofthe world. 

Now working for his own company Re- 
al Deal Events, his retum to the ring after a. 
2l-month absence is being hyped as 
“Holyfield V The Final Chapter” 

Holyfield quickly notes there are 


many pages in a chapter—and this one 
won't end until he gets his fifth heavy- 
weight title, He's already the only per- 
son ever to claim it four times. 

“If this was one fight, ird be the final 
page,” Holyfield said. "Whatever it takes 
to fulfill that chapter, that’s what itis." 

Looking fit, albeit wearing a suit, 
Holyfield proudly said he hasn't 
stopped working out during the longest 
layoff of his career. He even joked it 
made him angry to pay people to train 


him without having a payday in sight. 
“Iwas thinking, Tm doing ай this work 
fornothing,” he said, pretending to cry. 
The layoff was caused by several 
things, starting with a three-bout losing 
skid, also the longest of his career, and a 
2-5-2 mark since 1999. His last loss, a 
unanimous decision against Larry Don- 
ald in November 2004, prompted New 
York officials to revoke his boxing li- 
cense because of “diminished skills and 
poor performance.” AP 


Agassi next 


Invincible on Europe's dusty red 
clay courts where he has carved out 
60 successive victories, Nadal re- 
sembled a grasscourt novice at 
times against 237th-ranked Robert 
Kendrick but roared back to win 6-7 
3-6 7-6 7-5 6-4 on Centre Court. 

Agassi, in his 14th and final Wim- 
bledon, had no such trouble against 
Italy's Andreas Seppi, using all his 
experience on the slick lawns in a 6- 
47-6 6-4 victory on court one. 

Fellow American Andy Rod- 
dick, runner-up for the last two 
years, joined Agassi in the last 32, 
racing past Florian Mayer 6-4 6-1 
6-2, as did Croatian fifth seed 
Ivan Ljubicic who beat Justin 
Gimelstob 6-3 7-67-5. 

Leyton Hewitt, champion in 
2002, was bogged down at two 
sets all against South Korea's 
Hyung-Taik Lee when fading light 
forced the pair off court. 

“That was a considerable im- 
provement,” said the 36-year-old 
Agassi, who will bring the curtain 
down on his glittering career af- 
ter this year’s US Open. 

"тез been too Jong since Ive just 
felt good and been in a place where 
T could enjoy whats going on out 
there. Today I was а lot closer to 
that,” Agassi told reporters. 

їп the women’s event, champion 
‘Venus Williams was on the verge of 
defeat to fellow American Lisa Ray- 
mond but recovered to win 6-7 7-5 
62. Top seed Amelie Mauresmo 
was a comfortable 6-4 6-2 winner 
‘over Australia's Samantha Stosur. 

While Agassi’s progress was 
untroubled, second seed Nadal's 
limitations on grass were laid 
bare as he was given a torrid time 
by a player competing at only his 
third grand slam. 

‘The 26-year-old American reeled 
off six points in a row to snatch the 


Court to rule 


first set tiebreak from 1-4 down and 
then completely dominated the be- 
mused Mallorcan in the second with 
his sharp serve and volley game. 

Nadal récdived а warning for 
slow play at the start of the third set 
but where -several claycourters 
might have been looking for the ex- 
it door, he refused to go away. 

The double French Open cham- 
pion sneaked a third-set tiebreak 
and although he came within two 
points of defeat in the fourth set he 
pegged Баска tring Kendrick. 

А double fault cost Kendrick his 
serve at 23 in the fifth and a fist- 
pumping Nadal pounced on his third 
match point to complete only his sec- 
‘ond vietor} from a two-set deficit. 

“He was serving unbelievable,” 
said Nadal. "The more matches I 
play against big servers on this 
surface, the more I improve.” 

Williams, who has had an in- 
jury-plagued year, also found her- 
self deep in trouble when she 
trailed Raymond 7-6 5-2. 

‘The sixth seed then unleashed 
a barrage of winners to take the 
next eight games on her way to 
setting up a third-round meeting 
with Serbia's Jelena Jankovic. 

Fourth seed Maria Sharapova, 
waiting for a sequel to her 2004 
‘Wimbledon triumph, powered past 
‘American Ashley Harkleroad 6-2 6-2. 

‘The 19-year-old Russian was 
dispatched to court two, grave- 
yard of so many champions over 
the years, but suffered no alarms. 

“You hear a lot more things out 
there but I think its good, the fans 
сап get to see you close up and per- 
sonal,” Sharapova told reporters. 

Meanwhile, Filipino Cecil Mamiit 
and his parner American Kevin Kim 
yielded to Thai twins Sanchai and 
Sonchat Ratiwatana, 6-4, 3-6, 6-3, 6- 
7 5), 8-6, in men’s doubles play. AP 


ES 


RAFAEL Nadal (left) serves against Robert Kendrick as defending 
champion Venus Williams runs to reach a shot from Lisa Raymond in 
$ Wimbledon Thursday. Both posted scrambling wins. 


Raptors: Bargnani is no Tskitishvili 


TORONTO—A DAY AFTER DRAF 
ting Andrea Bargnani with the No. 
1 pick in the NBA draft, the Toronto 
Raptors said he won't end up like 
another European taken with a top 
pick from the same айал team. 
Maurizio Gherardini, Toronto's 
new assistant general manager and 
Bamagnis general manager with 
Benetton Treviso, said Thursday the 
7400: (2.14-meter) forward is no 
Nikoloz Tskiishvili, another 7-foot 
(2.14merer) forward who never 


panned out after the Denver Nuggets 
selected him as the fifth pick in 2002. 

“Tskitishvili came from the same 
family. I think the major difference, 
is that in Tskiishviis case he was 
drafted simply on potential" Gher- 
ardini said at a press conference to 
introduce Bargnani. 

"Nikioloz only played a few real 
minutes in real games. Andrea is a 
different story Hes played 81 games 
this season. In the playoffs he aver- 
aged over 32 minutes a game. He's 


played almost 1,800 minutes of real 
games on the toughest European 
cours. Мете preity much confident 
of the player he can be today" 

Tskitishvili averaged 6.6 points 
in his last year with Benetton and 
2.9 points and 1.8 rebounds for 
four NBA teams. Denver fans nev- 
er forgave recently fired general 
manager Kiki Vandeweghe for by- 
passing Amare Stoudemire, the 
eventual rookie of the year, for 
Tskitishvili in 2002. 


Selected the “Top European 
Young Player of the Year,” 
Bargnani recently helped lead 
Benetton to Italy's Lega А cham- 
pionship by -averaging 12.1 
points and 5.8 rebounds. 

While Bargnani has been listed 
at 6-10 (2.09), he made a point 
‘Thursday of saying he's really 7 feet 
(2.14 meters). Colangelo joked that 
he didn't mind that the height was 
underestimated and incorrectly re- 
ported before the draft. AP 
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on Armstrong 
libel lawsuit 


LONDON—LONDON'S HIGH COURT WILL DE- 
cide Friday if Lance Armstrong's lawsuit against 
the Sunday Times newspaper will goto trial after 
both sides presented their arguments to a judge. 
pc The seven-time Tour 
de France champion is 
suing the British news- 
paper for printing a ге- 
view of the book “LA 
Confidential, The Se- 
crets of Lance Arm- 
strong” in June 2004. 
The article reprinted 
allegations that Arm- 
strong had taken perfor- 
ARMSTRONG  mance enhancing drugs. 
Armstrong has denied all doping allegations. 
Armstrong's lawyers argue that by publishing 


the piece, the newspaper claimed he was a drug | JAN Ullrich won't get the chance to match 


cheat. The newspaper says it is only bringing the 


his 1997 Tour triumph. 
suspicion of guilt into the public domain, 


STRASBOURG, FRANCE—FAVORITES 
Jan Ullrich, Ivan Basso and dozens of 
other cyclists were barred Friday from 
the Tour de France in a doping scandal, 
‘causing a massive upheaval on the eve 
of cyclings premier race. 

“Tour director Christian Prudhomme 
said team managers had agreed that 
riders implicated in a Spanish drug 
scandal would not be allowed in the 
race that stars Saturday. 

Earlier, the T Mobile team suspend- 
ed Ullrich, fellow rider Oscar Sevila 
and sporting director Rudi Pevenage 
because ofthe probe. : 

Basso and Ullrich—a five-time Tour 
runner-up who has spent most of his 
career in Lance Armstrong's shadow 
—were among 56 cyclists named in a 


каләз Spanish probe as having contact with a 


emu Ullrich, Basso out of Tour 


following doping scandal 


doctor charged in connection with al- 
leged doping, a leading Spanish radio 
station reported Thursday. 

‘Cadena SER said the Civil Guard had 
decoded the names from notes taken by 
Dr Eufemiano Fuentes. Other names in- 
 cluded American Tyler Hamilton, Colom- 
bian Santiago Botero and Spaniards 
Francisco Mancebo, Joseba Beloki, 
Roberto Heras, Santi Perez and Jose En- 
rique Gutierrez, the station reported. 

‘The radio station did not detail 
the kind of contact the cyclists had 
with Fuentes. 

Two Spanish cycling teams As- 
tana-Wurth and Comunidad Valenciana 
—have been implicated. Comunidad 
‘Valenciana had its invitation to compete 
in the Tour rescinded, but the Court of 
Arbitration for Sport ruled Thursday 


that the Astana-Wurth team—which in- 
cludes favorite Alexandre Vinokourov 
—could not be excluded from the race. 

Spanish authorities say they have 
a list of riders suspected in a doping 
scandal but have not released specif- 
icnames. 

The head of the Spanish Cycling 
Federation, Fulgencio Sanchez, con- 
firmed that the federation received a 
Civil Guard report that named more 
than 50 professional cyclists from a 
Spanish court probe. The report, he 
said, has also been sent to the Interna- 
tional Cycling Union. 

"Were going to look into it very 
carefully” to see if any action was re- 
quired, Sanchez said. He declined to 
give more specific details from the 
report. AP 


‘The court will rule on how the article would 
have been interpreted by readers, and whether 
the case should go to trial as scheduled on Nov 6. 
The book, written by Sunday Times 
sportswriter David Walsh and Pierre Ballester, 
а former writer for French sports paper 
TEquipe, was published in France in French 
shortly before the 2004 Tour de France. The 
two authors and the writer of the article, Alan. 


Lonard, 3 others 
share Buick lead 


‘Fog delays US 
Women’s Open 


NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND—THE FIRST 


English, are also included in the lawsuit. 

“Armstrong is presented as a paradigm exam- 
ple (of drug abuse in the sport), he is right at the 
heart of it Armstrongs lawyer, Richard Spear- 
‘man, said in London's High Court on Wednesday: 
"(The implication is) how could he have won 
these races in the way he has without having 
been doped liked everybody else?” 

“There's no rule that you can't explore 
grounds of suspicion without straying into (al- 
leging) guilt," the newspaper's lawyer, Andrew 
Caldecott, argued. * 

"The French-language book relies in parton al- 
legations by a former Armstrong masseuse, Em- 
ma O'Reilly In it, she claims Armstrong once 
asked her to get rid of used syringes and give him, 
makeup to conceal needle marks on his right- 
arm, She acknowledged she didn't know what 
ssi the vr АР 


-BOSTON—AUSTRALIAN PETER 
Lonard, fueled by four consecutive 
birdies, soared into a tie for the lead 
in the first round of the Buick 
Championship in Cromwell, Con- 
necticut Thursday. 

The 38-year-old fired a five- 
uihder-par 65 in soft, humid con- 
ditions at the TPC at River High- 
lands to set che pace with Ameri- 
cans Scott Verplank, Heath 
Slocum and Harrison Frazar. 

Corey Pavin, winner of the 
1995 US Open, opened with a 
flawless 66 to lie joint fifth with 
fellow Americans Darron Stiles, 
‘Todd Fischer and Ron Whittaker, 
Colombia's Camilo Villegas and 
Carl Porterssan of Sweden. 


“twas one of those rounds where 
T hit a lot of greens, alot of fairways 
and holed а couple of-long putts,” 
Lonard told reporters after mixing 
six birdies with a solitary bogey. 

“1 three-whacked (three-purted) 
the parfive 13th and then I hit a 
couple to rwo or three feet and 
made a couple of nice putts on the 
nex few holes,” he said of his four- 
birdie run from the 14thLonard 
claimed only two top-10 finishes in 
12 Tour starts this season. 

‘American Olin Browne, the 
1998 champion, returned a 67 to 
finish level with 11 others includ- 
ing former winners Brent 
Geiberger (1999) and Woody 
Austin (2004). Reuters 


SCOTT Verplank waves to the gallery as he. 
leaves the [th green. 


round of the US Women's Open was post- 
poned because of fog which rolled in off the 
Atlantic Ocean and lingered over the Newport 
Country Club into the afternoon on Thursday. 

Tt was the first time since the 2003 Masters 
that the start of a major was postponed for 
one day, The US Golf Association could not re- 
member that ever happening at the US Wom- 
en's Open, or any of its championships. 

‘The first round was rescheduled for Friday, 
followed by the second round on Saturday Davis 
said there would be a 36-hole Sunday the first 

* time that's happened at the US Women's Open 
since 1990 at Atlanta Athletic Club, where Betsy 
King overcame an 1]-shot deficit early on the 
ast day to beat Patty Sheehan. 

Michelle Wie was among those who were sup- 
posed to tec off on Thursday morning. She spent 

se nearly 10 hours at Newport waiting to tee off. AP 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2006 


Is Eala playing - 
God in the 
PBA? 


WAS PBA COMMIS- 
sioner Noli Eala jus- 
tified in slapping a 
whopping P507,000 
fine on Red Bull 
(P400,000 on man- 
agement, 100,000 
on coach Yeng 
Guiao, 6,000 on 
cager Lordy Tugade 
and P1,000 on the 
team scorer) for 
staging an aborted 
walkout? 

Former PBA legal counsel Butch Cleofe, 
who drafted the rules on walkouts with ex- 
PBA commissioner Rudy Salud, said Eala 
made a big blunder by imposing such a 
heavy fine, the same amount that would be 
assessed on an actual walkout. 

Eala countered by declaring that a walk- 
out В a walkout, consummated or not, and 
that he stands firm on his decision. Eala 
claimed Cleofe has been out of the PBA for 
a number of years now and is probably not 
aware of changes that were implemented 
after he left 


IN HUDDLE 


Beth Celis 


Naturally the first thing Cleofe did fol- 
lowing this declaration was to secure the 
latest copy of the PBA constitution and 
by-laws, to find out if there had indeed 
been some amendments. 

‘There was none. He called his gover- 
nor friends to double-check and was told 
that there, indeed, was none; otherwise 
these would have been announced be- 
cause the board had to ratify a proposed 
amendment before it could be passed. 

“Why the difference in interpretation?" I 
asked Atty Butch. 

“Semantics,” he said. "The definition of a 
‘walkout in layman's terms is different from 
that in the PBA by-laws. In the latter, an ac- 
tion could only be called a walkout if there 
is forfeiture of the game. In the case of Red 
Bull, there was no forfeiture because the 
team returned to the hardcourt to finish the 
game. 

Insucha situation, imposing a basketball 
penalty (two technical fouls) is enough, At- 
ty Butch explained. 

“Basically, Eala's decision is saying that, if 
there is no rule, I will exercise my discre- 
tion, and if there is a rule, 1 can disregard 
therule and exercise my discretion. In short 
heis that all-powerful.” 

“But there is a rule on walkouts, | am 
sure of that because I drafted it,” said Апу. 
Butch. 

From the time of first commissioner Leo 
Prieto, the PBA has prided itself on strictad- 
herence to rules. Now we will see if Eala. 
has decided to play God, or if the present 
PBA will reconsider and adhere to the 
rules, 

From what I heard, Red Bull is con- 
testing the Eala sanction. 

Incidentally, I think an apology is in 
order. PBA officials supervisor Perry 
Martinez texted to say that he never got 
my message. He claimed the number he 
texted to was no longer in use. 

1 didn't pursue my query anymore. It was 
no longer relevant. 

Despite her immense popularity, wealth 
and stature (she's a presidential daughter, 
remember?), 1 found Kris Aquino to be 
down-to-earth and very engaging, when 1 
got the chance to meet her up close recent- 
ly She's very transparent too. What you see 
is what you get. 

“Talking about married life, Kris said she 
had to give up six movies and a number of 
‘TV shows, for the sake of family which is 
her priority 

“James doesn't want me to do any more 
flicks or additional TV shows,” said Kris 
who disclosed that she and James are a 
very religious couple. 

Tt must be her influence on James. 

They go to Mass more than once a week 
and attend Bible studies regularly. 

“Pacific Storm,” a book described by 
author Recah Trinidad as “an interpreta- 
tive look into the relevance of boxing 
icon Manny Pacquiao to the Filipino," is 
off the press. 

«Т did this for its social significance,” 
said the Inqumn’s veteran sports colum- 
nist who has written two other commis- 
sioned commercial books previously. He 
made it clear that the Pacquiao book is 
nota biographical sketch of the boxer, al- 
though it contains interesting and con- 
troversial highlights of the champ's Ше. 

‘Among others, Recah touched on Pac- 
man's extreme poverty during his child- 
hood, exposed the truth about his 
lovechild Emmanuel (providing a photo 
of the mother, Manny and son together, 
during happier times), and the hangers 
оп who take advantage of him. 

‘There is also a section on Manny talk- 
ing about himself and his career. 

“Unlike fantasy movie heroes, Pac- 
quiao is truly relevant. No borrowed 
‘courage, no rented heroics, no false side- 
burns,” Recah wrote. 

‘The book is available at all National 
Bookstores. It will be on sale at the 
‘Araneta Coliseum on Sunday, during the 
Mano-a-Mano boxing card. 
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England, Portugal read 


Top players 
out to prove 
their worth 


BADEN-BADEN, GERMANY 
—The World Cup squads of 
England and Portugal are 
laden with stars that have 
yet to achieve at an inter- 
national level. 


They meet in the World Cup quarterfi- 
nals on Saturday with points to prove. As 
do heir coaches. 

At least Portugal has been eaming 
praise from some for its play in Germany, 
unlike England, which has been branded 
as uninspiring and lucky. 

“We couldn't have had a better prepa- 
ration. We couldn't have had a better run 
of fixtures to get us to this stage,” Eng- 
land defender Gary Neville said. “We're 
two games away from a World Cup final. 
Can we win two football matches? I think 
this team is capable of beating anybody” 

This is Portugal's fourth World Cup 
and only the second time it's advanced 
past the first round. The only other time 
маз 40 years ago. 

Then, England beat Portugal, 2-1, in 
the semifinals on its way to its only World 
Cup triumph in 1966.- 

"I want to take the team as far as Buse- 
bio did, which means a place in the semi- 
finals,” said Scolari, referring to one of 
Portugal's greatest strikers. 

Since then, in major competitions, 
Portugal has always prevailed against 
England—winning, 1-0, at the 1986 
World Cup, 3-2 at the 2000 European 
Championship and the 6-5 on penalties 
in the 2004 European Championship 
quarterfinals. 

“Every time we go out of a competition 
at this stage, its very painful. And to have 
it against Portugal twice at the quarterfi- 
nal stage would be very tough,” England 


PARTICIPANTS bike through the rough terrains of Davao during the second leg last June 10. 


Enduro adventure race 
assures safety of entries 


‘THE ATMOSPHERE is still ight for 
teams that have yet te play their 
quarterfinal matches. Wayne Rooney 
(left, top photo) and David Beckham 
share a laugh during England's 
practice. In the Brazil camp, forward. 
Robinho (left, right photo) jokes 
around with the ball with teammate 
Roberto Carlos. елаз 


captain David Beckham said. “For us 
now, we cant think about what's gone on 
in the past, we have to look forward and 
believe we have the beating of this 
team.” 

Saturdays quarterfinal in 
Gelsenkirchen has another undercur- 
rent—Luiz Felipe Scolari. 

‘The Portuguese coach masterminded 
the Euro 2004 defeat of England. Two 
years before that, he led Brazil to а World 
Cup quarterfinal win over England. 

‘And two months ago, he tumed down 
the chance to become England manager 
and replace Sven-Goran Eriksson. 

England's last win over Portugal was а 
3-0 victory in an April 1998 friendly. The 
two have drawn twice in friendly match- 
es since. 


“England is a dangerous team with 
lots of experience,” Portugal defender 
Nuno Valente said. "They haven't been 


Pauleta said Saturday's match couldn't 
be compared to Euro 2004. 
"ll be a totally different game,” he 


said. "England has got great world-class 
players. We have to be ready to meet one 
ofthe World Cups best teams.” 

England has won three and drawn one. 
since the World Cup started and hasn't 
impressed many. 

England is expected to start Gary 
Neville at right back. AP 


M'danao 3-on-3 
elims get going 


IT WILL BE A WIDE OPEN RACE 
in this year's Mindanao regional 
qualifying tournament of the 
2006 Adidas Streetball Challenge 
slated to start today at the 


Gaisano Mall of Davao. 


Barangay Маа, composed of 
former Ateneo de Davao Univer- 
sity players, defeated Ateneo de 
Zamboanga, 17-16, to win the 
boys’ division of the two-day 
tournament last year while Uni- 
versity of Mindanao beat a Zam- 
boanga selection, 18-16, to win 


the girls’ championship. 


boys’ crown. 


In the distaff side, University of 


Players from the two champion 
teams are no longer eligible to 
play in the 18-and below 3-on-3 
tournament and both local orga- 
nizer Vic Sai and tournament 
technical head Jay Salvador ex- 
pect University of Mindanao, Ca- 
gayan De Oro, and Holy Child 
School to figure in the race for the 


been installed as the top teams. 

The draw was held Friday with 
both championship games set to- 
morrow, July 2. 

All told, 36 boys’ and 12 girls’ 
teams are seeing action in the 
elimination tournament that will 
select Mindanaos representa- 
tives to the national finals of the 
2006 Adidas Streetball Challenge 
scheduled Aug. 12-13 at the Mall 
of Asia together with the other re- 
gional champions from Metro 
Manila, Cebu and Luzon. 

The national champion will 
qualify for the Adidas Asian 
Streetball Challenge champi- 
onship in Guangzhou, China. 

‘The Philippines is the defend- 
ing Asian champion with San Be- 
da College beating West Negros 
College in an all-Filipino finals at 
the Araneta Coliseum last year. 

This year's tournament will on- 
ly feature two categories for boys 
and girls unlike last year when 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE ENDURO SAN MIG 
Light Adventures Series will be subjected to 
pre-tournament skill tests to screen the abili- 
ties of every team and ensure safety in the 
event. 

“To guarantee the safety of the racers, they 
will undergo skill tests days before the race 
to make sure they are physically and mental- 
ly equipped. Aside from that, we will have 
them insured,” said race director Rene Gue- 
vara. 

‘A medical team will provide assistance to 
every participant. 

Skil tests for both Elite and Novice partici- 
pants are scheduled to take place on July 5 at 
the Customs Bar and Restaurant in Meralco 
‘Avenue, Ortigas. 

“Our technical staff have gone through ће 
route and have taken the race themselves to 
further assure the participants of their safety. 
We also have a medical team in every station 
that will provide first-aid procedures to the 
racers,” said Guevarra. 

With new and exciting tasks awaiting par- 
ticipants who will roam Metro Manila, orga- 


nizers have required racers to be physically 
ready and mentally alert for the challenge al- 
so backed by Asian Spirit, NS Royal, Con- 
verse, Habagat and Cebu nightspots Cue 
Cafe, UH, Patio Escilla, Pump, Yo Latino, 
Kasadja, Ratsky, Vudu, Formo and Kahayag 
Cafe. 

Some 200 racers are expected to take part 
in this annual adventure race that has grown 
bigger in its third year. 

Interested parties may call (632) 414- 
1489 or log on to www.sanmiglight.com.ph. 

The event is sponsored by San Mig Light, 
which, for years, has featured and supported 
the spirited sport of adventure racing. 

Meanwhile, the Manila leg presented by 
San Mig Light will have а launching-cum-bar 
adventure today in Tomas Morato, Quezon 
сиу. 

Participants in the bar adventure will start 
en masse and will have the liberty to decide 
which station to go first. 

The media people and celebrities who will 
participate in this bar-to-bar race should 
form teams of three. 


Mindanao, Rizal Memorial Col- 
lege, and Ateneo de Davao have 


there were competitions in the ju- 
nior and midget divisions. 


Age group triathlon set 


THETHIRDLEG OF THE SPEEDO- 
National Age Group Triathlon 
2006 blasts off next Saturday at the 
Baker Hall inside the University of 
the Philippines-Los Baños grounds 
near the slopes of Mt. Makiling. 

Моге than 100 participants are 
seeing action in the kiddie 500-me- 
ter swim and 1.5-kilometer run 
duathlon side event, which is а 
clear sign of the growing popularity 
of the sport among Filipinos. 

Organized by the UPLB Tranta- 
dos, the event follows earlier legs in 
Davao City and Danao in Cebu with 
the remaining legs set in Cagayan 
де Oro, Clark Field, Pampanga, and 
the final leg in Ayala-Alabang. 


‘The Triathlon Association of the 
Philippines (TRAP), through its 
president, Tom Carrasco, is sanc- 
tioning the event, also being backed 
by PowerBar, David's Salon & Spa, 
Asian Center for Insulation Inc. and 
the Philippine Sports Commission. 

The centerpiece event is made 
up of an 800-meter swim, 28-km 
bike and 6-km sprint race. 

"We have been holding our own 
regular triathlon events here every 
year but this is the first time that we 
have made it into а leg in the 
Speedo-NAGT series,” said Jan 
Castilla, president of the Trantados, 

He added they have also included 
a relay race in the sprint distance. 


Far Eastern U bets gain in JVC elite masters tourney 


VETERAN INTERNATIONALIST LLOYD 
Escoses overpowered Christian Tentia, 
21-7, 21-4, to lead the siege of the Far 
Eastern U bets into the last 16 of the elite 
masters division of.the P1 million JVC 

Badminton Championships at 
PowerSmach Thursday. 


Gaining the top ranking in the cemer- 
piece division following the withdrawal 
of Kennevic Asuncion, Escoses hardly 
flexed his muscle in ousting Tentia to ar- 
range a showdown with JLTC's Hellden- 
berg Dimarucot, who beat Marion Villar- 
in. 21-17, 21-15, inthe upper draw, 


That indudes 2003 champlon lan 
Piencenaves of Butuan Badminton Club, 
who struggled past JC Benepayo, 21-13, 
18-21, 21-14, but stayed in the hunt for 
another crown in the event sponsored by 
JVC (Phils), Ine. He faces Poppert 
Bernadas of UP Diliman, who disposed of 


Christopher Conde, 21-16, 21-10, in the 
next round, 

“Two other PEU mainstays advanced in 
the lower half of the draw with Wilson 
Frias beating Roy Callanta, 21-8, 21-11, 
and Christopher Flores ‘booting out 
Sylvester Cosico, 21-10,21-7. 


оті 


Hi-Velocity Broadbagd Iri 


Catch the world's biggest 
badminton superstars’ LIVE! 


EN 


TAUFIK HIDAYAT. 
onc Gold Medalist — Athens 2006 DONNA KELLOGG 
ingland. 
ун Ladies’ Doubles 


др World’ s First йаа неп] Badminton Team championships 


Witness badminton at its best! Other players include Wang Chen, Yao Jie, Niels Christian Kaldu, our very own 
Kennie & Kennevic Asuncion and more! 
Araneta Coliseum * July 14-16, 2006 « 4 PM 


Text NVE ON to 286 


to receive weekly wallpapers at P15 each 
Б — 


| 
Ticket prices: Php 1000, 750, 500 
Tickets available at TicketNet outlets at all SM Department Store Customer Service areas Visit our website: www.mypad.net/mvpcup2006 
and at the Araneta Coliseum ticket booth. For inquiries and reservations, please сай 911-5555. 
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08 ANGELES—IF IT 

weren't for two guys with a 

bunch of crushed granite, 
Hollywood might not have its icon- 
ic Walk of Fame. 

‘The four-kilometer sidewalk monument, 
with its parade of pink-and-black stars bear- 
ing names of Hollywood luminaries, draws 
international media coverage for each new 
star placement and an endless line of camera- 
toting tourists from all over the world. They 
find their favorites and pose for pictures 
standing or kneeling atop stars like Marlon 
Brando and Michael Jackson—or any of 
2,312 others. 


Tinseltown magic 

тһе Walk of Fame, dlmost all of it running 
along Hollywood Boulevard, is a tiny piece of 
‘Tinseltown magic anyone can experience. 

"The latest crop of honorees—including Sean 
“Diddy” Combs, Michelle Pfeiffer and Barbara 
Walters—were announced recently by honorary 
Hollywood Mayor Johnny Grant, who considers 
getting a star “equivalent to the Oscar." 

“The Oscars have three months of hype,” 
says Grant, 83, who also serves as chairman 
of the Walk of Fame committee, “We have 
hype year round.” 

‘These days, this glamorous symbol of Hol- 
lywood dreams-come-true is very much a 
business arrangement. Star-dedication cere- 
monies are usually timed to big movie open- 
ings or record releases, and famous folks—or 
their studios or sponsors—pay $15,000 to see 
their name in brass: 

When it began, though, it was all about 
selling terrazzo. 

In 1955, Garrie Thompson and Gordon 
McWilliams, proprietors of Anesco Construc- 
tion Со, were looking for new clients at the 
same time the Hollywood Improvement Pro- 
gram was looking to spruce up the community. 

The two men had an idea: Why not pay trib- 
ше to the movie business and improve the look 
of Hollywood Boulevard with mosaic stars 
bearing celebrities’ names? And, of course, use 
their company to do the construction. They 
brought the Improvement Program a proto- 
type: A brown terrazzo star emblazoned: with 
John Wayne's name in shiny brass. 


Permanent place 

Community shot-callers loved it. They held 
meetings at the legendary Brown Derby 
restaurant to discuss which performers and 
industry giants might be worthy of a perma- 
nent place in Hollywood history. 

Eventually, the Hollywood Chamber of 
Commerce approved 1,558 famous names 
from radio, recording, television and 
film—including Marilyn Monroe and William 
Fox, the founder of Fox Studios—to be hon- 
cored in terrazzo perpetuity. None of the hon- 
orees was asked for a contribution. The work 
started in 1958, and the Walk of Fame was of- 
ficially dedicated on Feb. 8, 1960, 

By the late '60s, however, Hollywood Boule- 
vard was glamorless—a haven for hookers and 
druggies. The Walk of Fame was dormant. 

The star-granting committee still exist- 
ed—with one representative from each of its 
categories: Film, television, radio, recording 
and live performance—but, no stars were 
awarded for 10 years, Grant says. 

When he signed on to help resurrect the land- 
mark in 1980, Grant, then a Hollywood Cham- 


Hilton's album mixes 
reggae, рор and hip-hop 


HONG KONG— 
Paris Hilton says her 
upcoming album will 
be a mix of reggae, 
рор and hip-hop, 
with the first single 
being a reggae song, 
"Stars Are Blind." 1 
ion will do ате: HILTON. Something 
Stewart song, "Do foreverybody. 
You Think I'm Sexy?,” she was quoted as say- 
ingin the Hong Kong magazine Prestige. 
“The whole album has so much different 
music on it. I like all types of music. Ies not 
like T only like pop or rock. I want to have 
something for everybody,” Hilton said. 


Shyness 

Hilton said she wrote the lyrics to seven 
of her songs. The article didn't say how 
many songs are in the album. She said she 
had to overcome shyness to become a 
singer. 

"T have always had a voice and I've always 
known 1 could sing, but I was too shy to let it 
come out. That is the hardest thing you can 
do—to sing in front of people, When 1 finally 
Jet go and did it, I realized it is what am most 
talented at—and what I love to do the most,” 
Hilton said. 

Prestige reported the single, “Stars are 
Blind,” will be released by Warner Records, 
followed Буа full album later thisyear, АР 
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How luminaries get their stars 
on Hollywood Walk of F 


ber of Commerce member and recent star recipi- 
ent, established two new rules: Stars have to 
show up to get their star on the Walk of 
Fame—and they've got to help pay for the up- 


‘The original criteria for the awards stayed 
the same as it was in the '60s, Grant says. 
Candidates must have a "level of recognized 
professional achievement," at least five years 
of longevity in their field and have made 
charitable or civic contributions. 

The nomination process helped make it a 


ARM 
LOVE YOURSELF 


awed by The Пете ont "—— 


fan favorite, as anyone could nominate a 
celebrity for a star, 


Virtually unchanged 
"The Walk of Fame committee, which Grant 
says has remained virtually unchanged since 
he joined 26 years ago, now reviews more 
than 200 applications a year. Grant and four 
other members—who are seated for life by 
the Hollywood Chamber of Commerce—meet 
each June and award about 20 stars annually. 
АР 
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GRANT (center) poses with, among others, Mickey Rooney, Red 


Buttons, Connie Stevens and Betty White. 


Love shoes? Then you'll love getting free shoes from Janylin 
with your new RED MasterCard. To apply, call (02) 719-0000.* 
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By Jocelyn Valle 


‘MOST PEOPLE GET AN EDUCATION TO PRE- 
pare them for employment. Some quit school 
when they prematurely get a job. Others find 
ways to balance their studies and work—just 
like show biz newbies, Inah Revilla, Kiray 

Celis and Janna 
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A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. 


Get Special discounts fr volume purciasest 
Fexmnsingadeenstonaons ene raid 


The perfect spot for exceptional entertainment 
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] The Al-Digtal‘Sound Ayala Mails Cinemas 
puts you into the conter of the action 
In a way no ordinary theatar can, 
drawing you in with sounds so inlonse 
you can almost fo them. 


For screening schedula, pis. call 729-7777 
таса Ranog. Corral Acca 


Movigoers of Ayala Mall's 
THX. Certified Cinemas 
enjoy: 


{eel you are in the middie of the movie 
+ Actursi, clear & sharp images 
So watch your favorite movies in a THX. 
Certified Сіпетдчогт ‘clearer А more 
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Pablo. 

Inah, for instance, 
shares that she was 
only allowed to join 
the cast of "Kapag Tu- 
mibok ang Puso” be- 
cause it was shot dur- 
ing the summer 
school break. 


Daughter 

Now that school 
has opened, the 16- 
year-old daughter 
of Bong Revilla and 
Lani Mercado is 
once again focused 
on her academic 
and extra-curricular 
activities. 

Though she's act- 
ed in two movies (the 
first was shown 10 
years ago), Inah says 
she'd rather go into 
production work like 
her aunt Andrea, a 
former child actress 
who now helps run 
the family-owned 
Imus Productions. 
Thus, she plans to 
take up a business 
course after she grad- 
uates fom high 
school. 


REVILLA. Plans to 
take up a business 
course. 


Kiray, who's also in 
“Карар Tumibok ang 
Puso” and on the kid- 
die gag show, "Goin" 
Bulilit,” is on a home- 
study program so she 
can continue her 
schooling while pur- 
suing a career in act- 
ing. She's given some 
50 modules every 
three months, while 
а teacher regularly 
monitors her 
progress. 

“Mas OK po ngay- 
on kasi hindi na ako 
masyadong пара- 
pagod," says the fifth 
grade pupil. "Pero 
malungkot, kasi wala 
‘akong classmates. 
Mas masarap pa ring 
pumasok sa regular 
school.” 

Arage 10, Kiray al- 
ready knows that it's 
опе of the sacrifices 
she has to make to 
reach her goals: To 
succeed in comedy 
and stay long in the 
biz 


Acting gigs 

Janna, who's on 
Channel 2's teen se- 
ties, “Let's Go," has 
opted to take fewer 
units at the Universi 
ty of Santo Tomas, 
where she's a second 
year Behavioral Sci. 
ence sophomore, so 
she can devote more 
time to acting. 

Sticking to a busy 
schedule is a chal 
lenge, she says, 
“But, I know that my 
family, friends and 
co-actors will help 
me stay focused. | 
study while | wait 
for my scenes to be 
taped.” 
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NEW YORK—BOB DYLAN HAS 8777777] dio disc-jockey, has changed his 3 s M s THEATERS ASSOCIATION 


announced no plans for his 65th name, religion and musical FIA suPERM 
birthday, but around the j style along the way. He has 
world—and in the hometown sometimes shocked his fans, but 
he couldn't wait to escape—the always kept them guessing, 
musician who has insistently re- while writing culture-changing 
sisted labels will be celebrated songs like “Blowin’ in the Wind” 
asthe voice of a generation. 1 and"Like a Rolling Stone." 


Dylan's spokesman, Elliott | в 
Mintz, responded to questions 4 Retirement age a » EEE 
about Dylan's birthday and DYLAN, Voice of ‘At retirement age, with hun- SUPERMAN ME SUPERMAN incu. pem 
touring plans by saying only generation. — dreds of songs and nearly 50 al- PETS a RETURNS 
that he had passed along the in- bums behind him, ће is still con- 745 1050 gp X rae mete 
ашу. stantly touring, with a Europedin swing about. ES "T " IH aa eT 
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But, a new compilation book of Dylan's in- want to last.” ће is quoted as saying in “Bob Isles. ы аиан 
terviews has been published for the occasion, Dylan, The Essential Interviews," edited by HM oy Е ow в аа араа аа 
radio stations from Norway to Australia will Jonathan Cott. "All can do is be me—whoev- 2 "твоме iy tot oP 4448946) 
air salutes, the Rock and Roll Hall ofFamehas er that is,” he says. j DANCE монт apicem 
mounted a special exhibit, and in his home- Тһе book traces Dylan’s progress from & pame соуса. dam surenmawnrunus |1 умша 
town of Hibbing, Minnesota, residents ате а kid besotted with 1950s rock ‘n’ roll to a FREEVERSE 
baking cakes in hopes he may return. young folkie who gave voice to the anti- For NOURIES PLS CAL — 


The singer-songwriter, who is also ап au- war, anti-racism youth movement of the 
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breadth, width and 
depth ‘often over- 
whelm us In the 
Vedas, the ocean is 
always used in signif- 
icant analogies. Here. 
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Ocean of Material 
Existence. Material ex- 
istence is compared to 
an ocean because of the 
difficulties and suffer- 
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291 more cities and municipalities 
will be able to enjoy Sun Cellular’s 
best value services. 


We've been investing 11 billion every year for more cell 
sites with even more capacity per cell site. As a result, our 
network capacity will increase to 6 million subscribers by 
year-end from 4 million subscribers now. Our extended 
coverage meets the increasing public demand for better 
value services. So whether it's business partners or loved 
ones, we provide you with 24/7 Call & Text Unlimited, 24/7 
Text Unlimited and Daylite.Call & Text Unlimited so you 
always stay in touch. sheet В 

With more network capacity, we can now double our j 
subscribers in Metro Manila, Visayas, Mindanao, Northern -4 
and Southern Luzon to give you much better services. 


Make that switch now! j CELLLILA 
Better network, better value. 
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By Rito P. Asilo 


“Superman Returns" 
D: Bryan Singer 
5: Brandon Routh, Kevin 
Spacey, Kate Bosworth, 
Marlon Brando, James 
Marsden, Eva Marie Saint 


IN BRYAN SINGER'S SPEC- 
tacular homage to Christo- 
pher Reeve, the world's ulti- 
mate outsider finally under- 
stands his raison d'etre, 
which has eluded him all his 
earthy life. 

This facet to Superman's 
personality may not have 
been purposefully glossed 
over in Richard Donners 
1978 and 1980 versions, but 
those movies merely sup- 
plied the requisite details to 
decipher the mythical origins 
of earth's mightiest super- 
hero. 

Crafted in inspired rever- 
ence and loving deference to 
Donners films, Singers 
hauntingly earnest yet vastly 
entertaining update follows. 
the events of "Superman II” 
(bypassing the third and 
fourth installments of the 
Alexander Salkind franchise) 
and ensconces existential is- 
sues—minus the heavy 
hand—at the core of the 
movie's story to dig deep into 
the heart and soul of Clark 
Kent (Brandon Routh). As a 
result, the film packs as 
‘much emotional wallop as its 
breathtaking, adrenaline- 
pumped action scenes! 

Five years after he aban- 


By Nestor U. Torre 


WITH THE SECOND CINE- 
malaya digital flm festival set to 
open on July 17 at the CCB the 
2006 competition's fresh batch of 
new filmmakers is doing its best 
to measure up to the high stan- 
dard set last year by the alterna- 
tive filmfest’ first edition. 

"Two of the promising new films 
to be unveiled at the festival are 
“Tulad ng Dati” by Michael 
Sandejas, and “Donsol” by Adolf 
Alix Jr. 


Semi-biographical 

“Tulad ng Dari” is a unique film 
because its a semi-biographical 
movie about the legendary rock 
band, The Dawn. Director Sande- 
Jas describes his first feature as an 
alternate reality musical-dra- 


dons earth to look for 
remnants of Krypton, his 
doomed home planet, 
Kal-El aka Superman, in 
the guise of bumbling 
Daily Planet reporter 
Clark Kent, returns to 
chaotic Metropolis—and 
to an indifferent Lois 
Lane (Kate Bosworth), 
who has just won a 
Pulitzer Prize for writing 
a passionate article about 
the irrelevance and dis- 
pensability of super- 
heroes like Superman. 
To make matters 
worse, Lois—still 
spelling-challenged, and 
more world-weary than 
ever—now has two other 
special males in her life: 
A five-year-old asthmatic 
son, Jason (Tristan 
Leabu), and a dashing fi- 
ancé, Richard (James 
Marsden), whom she res- 
olutely refuses to marry. 
As. if these weren't 
‘enough, Superman's arch 
nemesis, Lex Luthor 
(Kevin Spacey), has found 
a way to exact his revenge 
(he has kryptonite up his 
nasty sleeve) while plot- 
ting his nefarious scheme 
for world domination. 
Luthor's scenes, how- 
ever, occasionally slow 
down the narrative flow. 
In cogently staged fight 
and flight sequences, the 
Man of Steel valiantly 
battles his bald foe and 
other — fores ОЁ 
SUPERB/ A 


AQUINO. Topbills Adolf Alix Jr's 
jonsol.” 
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ma—a fictional story about real 
people. 

"The film follows the lives and 
careers of the members of The 
Dawn through the many ups and 
downs of the band's 20 years in 
the music industry 

The film’s cast includes the 
members of The Dawn (Jett Pan- 
gan, JB Leonor, Francis Reyes and 
Buddy Zabala) playing them- 


selves, and Ping Medina, Agot 
Isidro and Mylene Dizon, 

We believe that Sandejas has 
scored a coup by getting the mem- 
bers of The Dawn to portray them- 
selves, Their musical numbers and 
the way the film interweaves reali- 
tyand memory should be truly spe- 
cial. We just hope that the ban. 
mates will also be up to the mos 
thespic challenge. 
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SATURDAY Special 
Francis M looks for the X-factor 


IAS 


By Jocelyn Valle 


BY NOW, MOST EVERYBODY 
knows that Ryan Cayabyab, Pilita 
Corrales and Francis Magalona 
make up "Philippine Idol's” panel 
of judges. The show will premiere 
ori July 29 on ABC-5, which won 
the right to replicate the hugely 
popular “American Idol” in this 
country. 

But, did you know that Francis 
missed the groups first get-to- 
gether—in а photo shoot—be- 
cause, at the time, he was still un- 
certain ifhe could join the show? 

Magalona explains: “I had to 
ask permission from the produc- 
ers of ‘Eat Bulaga, This job (as a 
judge) is obviously not a walk in 
the park. It's not easy to tell peo- 
ple that they're chasing after the 
wrong dream.” What clinched 
the deal was his wife Pia's ad- 
vice. 


Honor 

"She said it would be good for 
me, and I'd be a hypocrite to say 
wasn't honored to have been cho- 


зеп, It’s an honor to sit beside a 
legend like Mr С (Ryan 
Cayabyab) and an institution like 
Tita Pilita (Corrales)," he adds. 
“But, I don't want people to be de- 
ceived by how young I look, be- 
cause I'm already 41 years old. 
Namuhunan па ako ng mahigit 
two decades sa industriyang ito." 


Qualifications 

Francis directs his last state- 
ment at people who question 
his qualifications, Being the son 
of local show biz icons, Pancho 
Magalona and Tita Duran, may 
have been his passport to show 
business in the 805 via “Bagets 
2," but it was his exceptional 
skill at rapping and rhyming 
that made him a Philippine idol 
in his own right—with a string 
of hit albums that spawned 
popular tunes like “Mga 
Kababayan" and "Man from 
Manila." 

Francis shares that he's not 
easily impressed with a singers 
soaring voice and belting ability. 
As a judge on "Philippine Idol,” 


MAGALONA. The 
“Philippine Idol” 
Judge has paid his" 
dues. 


he's looking for someone who 
possesses the whole pack- 
age—and the X-factor. 

"Thats something that wil 
make people willingly wait in line 
just to watch you perform,” he 
shares. 


SATURDAY, 
оли JULY 1, 2006 


One thing's sure, Francis won't 
let himself get carried away: "I 
don't want to get emotionally at- 
tached to any contestant,” he 
avers. "Many of them have said 
they are afraid of me—and I want 
itto stay that way!” 
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DRIFTING TO VICTORY 


By Behn Cervantes 


EVERYTIME A FILIPINO TALENT 
‘mimics a foreign singer, I wince. This is 
especially true when the performer 

pies the foreign singer down to his 
last ad- He “хегохеѕ" the original 
singer's tempo and temperament. He 
may be very musical and possesses a 
keen ear for music and rhythm—but, 
whats wrong with this picture? 


Industry 

Obviously, the singer has talent 
that can help him make a mark in the 
industry. Yet, he’s willing to be some- 
body's mere copy. IF he only concen- 
trates on originality of style, he will 
stand out in an industry full of mere 
copycats 

We have so many of them—a num- 
ber boosted further by shows that aim 
to discover local counterparts of the 
latest hitmakers. Sometimes, not sat- 
isfied with photocopying’ singing 
styles, the wannabes even ape foreign 
singers’ outfits! 

In other parts of the world, a sense 
of propriety would deter such brazen 
cloning practices, because when a 
person is referred to as a copycat, the 
statement is an insult. 


Superb update 


destruction—he even finds time to 
save lives in Manila! (What say 
you, Darna and Captain Barbell?) 
This time, the stakes are high. 
er—and the risks closer to home: 
As Singer and his scriptwriters 
skillfully maneuver the plot's de- 
velopment, Superman may по 
longer be as “solitary” as he always 
thought he was! Along the way, the 
film conveniently pulls a “little” 
surprise that provokes as much as it 
pleases. But, we won't spoil this 
"small" detail for you... 
More than the stark images, jolting 
visual poetry and sci-fi magic that 


PRESLEY. Still mimicked 29 years 
after his death. 


While taking a cab one day, I heard 
а young and talented local singer’s 
cover version of an American song on 
the radio, with the copycat imitating 
every musical phrase and ad-lib. In 
the States, he may well have been 
sued for such a deed. Here, however, 
the misguided talent is applauded 


humanizes . . 


Singer conjures up on the silver 
screen, Superman's personal issues 
synergize an old tale with a fresh per- 
spective—with no little help from 
Routh, Bosworth, Spacey, Parker 
Posey (as the naughty but nice Kitty), 
Eva Marie Saint (as Martha Kent) and 
Marlon Brando, ina stirring cameo as 
Jor-El, the Man of Steel's biological 
father 

Confident, convincing and 
charismatic as Superman and en- 
dearingly geeky as Clark, the chis- 
eled Routh is perfectly cast as the 
god-like superhero, whose lonely 
quest for identity and elusive love 


P PG-13 


From page A3-1 


and, in fact, encouraged. 

While listening to the "expert" 
cloning, | groaned. The cab driver 
asked me why. I told him, “Sayang, 'di 
ba? Ang ganda ng boses—bakit siya 
nangongopya?" The driver agreed. 

Relieved that this lack of originali- 
ty is not acceptable to more people 
these days, I asked the driver how he 
thought we could possibly establish 
our own styles and genres when our 
young talents continually ape the lat- 
est musical sensation. Some people 
still sing ala Elvis Presley! Alas, he too 
was stumped. 

Only when we produce the defini- 
tive Filipino singer will the Philip- 
pines be taken seriously by the rest of 
the world. 


Borrowed aspects 

For this reason, I wish "Philippine 
Idol" emphasizes the Pinoy element 
rather than borrowed aspects. 

There is no doubt that we are a mult 
sical people. We have an innate sense 
of music, grace and rhythm. But, until 
we allow these qualities to come to full 
fruition, we will continue to be trapped 
by the misguided notion of cloning and 
we won't go as far as we should in 
world music. 


From page A3- 


eventually leads him toa stark real- 
ization that turns impatience into 
prudence and wisdom. Clark later 
learns that Jor-Els enigmatic line, 
"The'son becomes the father, and 
the father becomes the son,” is 
more than just poetic paternal 
twaddle, 

In his adoptive, intolerant world, 
this (super) man manages to find re- 
demption by accepting his destiny. 
We may not have his power of flight, 
super strength and X-ray vision, but 
the universality of his strug- 
gles—and triumphs—can also be 
ours. 


Two for the Cinemalaya . . . 


Bembol Roco, Mark Gil and Si- 
mon Ibarra, 


For its part, "Donsol" uses the 
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Edison Chen Anne 
Jordan Chan 


Anthony Wong 
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butanding (whale shark) in Don- 
sol, Sorsogon, as an objective cor- 
relative for and mute witness to 
its characters’ physical suffering, 
emotional conflicts and spiritual 
healing, 

‘Angel Aquino plays Teresa, a 
breast cancer survivor who re- 
turns to Donsol to deal with a 
traumatic experience, and falls in 
love with Daniel, a BIO (Butand- 
ing Interaction Officer) portrayed. 
by Sid Lucero. 


Unique focus 
Aside from its unique focus on 
thebutanding, Alix's film is distin- 
guished by its dramatization of 
the subject of breast cancer. 
Other important roles are 
played by Cherie Gil, Jaclyn Jose, 


JRONTO 
INTERNATIONAL, 
HLM FESTIVAL 
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First film 

‘This is Alis first film as director, 
but the young film artist has made 
a name for himself as a screenwrit- 
ег. He was only in his teens when 
his full-length screenplay, "Ada," 
won first prize in the Film Develop- 
ment Foundation’s nationwide 
scriptwriting competition, He also 
co-wrote the award-winning "Mga 
Munting Tinig. 

We trust that both Mike Sande- 
jas and Adolf Alix Jr. will benefit 
from the showcase and support 
that the Cinemalaya festival is 
providing for their first films. 

‘To help them and the other new 
filmmakers fearured this year make 
their mark, we urge you to go out of 
your way to catch their digital movies 
atthe CCP from July 171023, 
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GUINTO and Umali (seated, center) with 
employees of Kitaro-Filinvest. 


Food 
and friendship 


GOOD FRIENDS RAE 
Aranda-Guinto and 
Evelyn Dava-Umali, 
now retired бот 
their respective jobs, 
got together when 
they were invited to 
put upa branch of Ki- 
taro on Filinvest ave. 
comer Alabang-Za- 
pote. 

For both women, 
the restaurant's prox- 
imity to their homes 
is an opportunity to 
practice their managerial and marketing 
skills once again. 


Navasero 


Treats 

The place can accommodate 70 guests. It 
even delivers. Some of their tasty treats: 
The California Party Tray comes in three 
sizes, while the Samurai Feast contains 26 
items. The bar offers sushi, sashimi and ma- 
ki. 

Rae and Evelyn are comfortable working 
together. Evelyn hails from San Jose, An- 
tique. She has four children: Bambi, lan, 
Olam and Allen. Rae was raised in Manila. 
She has three children: Ramon, Paola and 
Maqui. 


Productive 

The friendship of these two ladies spans 
three decades. In their senior years, they 
promise to be physically-fit and produc- 
tive. Call 771-2249, or text 0917 842- 
4300. 

Email mandynavasero@yahoo.com.ph, or 
call 899-1767. 


AT THE 
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How Sara Lee changed the color of my life 
by making my dream cars a reality! 


In February 1993, Emmy Samson of EDSA branch dropped his 
dealership for other more established companies to join Sara Lee Direct 
Seling. 

"realized that promoting Sara Lee products would be easy because 
they are all quality products, branded and saleable.” he says. "I realized too 
that the incentives and income opportunity are more generous: 

Emmy has never regreted his decision. Not only is he the company’s 
top independent business manager (IBM) for 2006, bu he has also given in 
to his passion: cars. 

Sara Lees VIP or Vehicle Incentive Program, is one of the company’s 
many attractive perks. And why not? in todays busy world 
transportation is а necessy Hence Emmy worked hard to quali for 
the program. Now Emmy and his family own the latest car models in the 
market with cutting-edge features for safe, pleasurable rides. "Whether 
its for a short ride or a long tripi" says Emmy "there is an available car in 
the garage anytime. 

He was also able to build a comfortable home for his family and gees 
to travel abroad every year 

f has always been my goal to provide my family with Мез Кие" 
headmis. "lalso believe in nurturing our passions" 

People ike Emmy Samson are lucky enough to be ling the life 
theyVe dreamt of. In fact. anyone can, as long as he works hard and 
chooses a company that generously rewards is workers dedication. For 
Emmy. that company is Sara Lee Direct Seling, 

Sra Lee бета Seng Pippnes, nc. the thorized datiuo of press bands 
thot nude Pace Hants, Champan Verdi, Jat My Sue, Gi ss, Color 
Саза, Beaty loch Mona; George On Ke, VS erus, Nunes end Zussl Sor Lee 
Beat Seling Phüppnes hc s ok kroum as Rider Gsmetcs п Lag Ares and Матта 
în many pats of de wake hove queens reed addoonai formaven or wsh to became. 
a destes cl 859.3000 red on emat 1o atomer. rcuon Quercetin ph You con 
о зеп expres Ugh Йи number 867-2279. Fou may cho get m wuch ugh ld at 
0921-9643367 or09 159823471. 
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Go FASTER THAN A SPEEDING BULLET... 


Reserve your seat by texting SURESEATS GB3 
‘at 2333 (Globe) or 241 (Smart) 
Or log on to www.sureseats.com for web reservation 
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Globe Bizworks 


Gary V Live in concert! 
July 2006 
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Ode To The Pasig River 
June 27 to August 27, 2006 


JED MADELA In concert 
July 14 & 15 -8PM 
For inquiries, різ. cali Ticketworld - 8915610 or 7504180 


Ayala MUSEUM 


For inquiries, ри 


Leu 


‘Ode To The Pasig River 
June 27 to August 27,2006. ~ ' 
ise call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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Traumatic years 


By Nestor U. Torre 
LE JUNE 7, SEN. AQUILINO 


"Nene" Pimentel's book, "Martial Law 
in the Philippines: My Story" was 
launched at The Manila Hotel. We arrived 
at the venue on time, expecting to see a 
half-empty hall, since people usually arrive 
late for appointments in these parts. 

But, we were pleasantly sur- 
prised to see that the venue was 
already on “SRO” mode, with the 
hall full of political leaders and 
other VIPs. Clearly, they felt that 
Pimentels book was an impor- 
tant contribution, and made it a 
point to be present to demon- 
strate their respect and admira- 
tion for its author. 


PIMENTEL. His book 


provides a detailed 
chronicleofoneof Sneak peek 
thecountry’s We had a sneak peek at the 


darkestperiods. book months ago, when it was 
still a work in progress, because 
we used it as our source material 
for our martial law musical, "Pag- 
ibig sa Bayan,” which was staged 
at the Meralco Theater last Febru- 
ary. 

As we pored over the 
manuscripts тапу pages, we 
"were impressed with Pimentel's 
objectivity in recounting his 
painful experiences during his 
four incarcerations during the 
long martial-law period. 

Many other people in his situa- 
ton would have raged and 
seethed, but it was clear that, to 
Pimentel, what was important 
‘was to provide a detailed chroni- 
cle of the period, and the events 
and other factors that led up to it, 
зо it would no longer be repeat- 
ed. 

True enough, at the book 
launching, Pimentel stressed that 
he did not feel any rancor toward 
anybody, not even Marcos, but 
simply wanted to remind all Fil- 
ipinos that democracy was a prize 
that had to be continually upheld 
and defended against those who 
‘wanted to subvertit for their own 
dictatorial ends. 


CAICATUAE BY 
ALBERT RODRIGUEZ 


[2ND WEEK! 


STRICTLY FOR 18 YEARS AND UP. 


Luminaries 

‘The political luminaries who 
spoke at the book launching un- 
derscored Pimentel's key role in 
defending Philippine democracy 
during one of the country's dark- 
est periods—and after. 

They included Senators Serge 
Osmefia and Joker Arroyo, who 
expressed their heartfelt grati- 
tude to Pimentel for setting an 
inspiring example for others to 
follow, at a time when more cal- 
low men timorously hid, speech- 
less in the shadows, or changed 
their political stripes with 
alacrity. 


Bury the grudge. Burn the village. See the зам. 
ренина матна 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures 
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SATURDAY Special 


f martia 


Pimentel thanked his wife 
Bing and their six children for 
also bearing the onus of martial 
law with him, and giving him 
the fortitude to hold on to his 
principles despite the depriva- 
tion and torments they were 
forced to suffer. 


law re 


At the end of the book 
launching, Pimentel sat down 
to autograph copies of his 
book, and a long line formed in 
front of his table. We learned 
that all of the copies of the 
book at the launch had been 
sold out—a good “problem” to 
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havel 

We trust that many more Fil- 
ipinos will go out of their way to 
read “Martial Law in the Philip- 
pines: My Story,” to learn the bit- 
ter lessons of the past and thus 
help assure our democratic (u- 
ture. 


By Lilia Borlongan-Alvarez 


ATCHING “DR. 
Phil” айу 
makes опе 


think that Americans are 
a bunch of selfab- 
sorbed, immature peo- 
ple. 
Tüke the case of a young 
mother of four who has no 
qualms about her relationship 
with a married lesbian girl- 
friend The mother even en- 
courages her children (all under 
13) to gratify themselves be- 
cause she believes “it relieves 
the tension!” 


Video games 

‘Then, there's the man so ad- 
dicted to video games that he 
has forgotten about his duty to 
help his wife take care of their 
two toddlers; a grown woman 
"who's so paranoid about being 
alone that she has to have a 
"babysitter" and her parents 
around all the time; a 66-year- 
old single woman who searches 
through the Internet for a male 
companion, but lies about her 
xeal age; the woman who has 
been engaged seven times to 
different men; the husband who 
pitches a tent on the roof of his 
house to protest his wife's tak- 
ing her two little children into 
their room at bedtime—ete.! 


Books 

‘And here's one for the books: А 
young man who sues his girl- 
Friend (who bears hisson and asks 
for child support) because he was 
not given the choice whether he 
"wanted to be a father or not, and 
categorically denies he is the 


child's biological father. 
Dr. Phil talks about the psy- 
chological problems facing 


American families today. The 
show enables him to deal with 
each of his guests problems 
with straight-to-the-point, in- 
yourface comments such as 


Why televiewers dote on Dr. Phil | 


nemen cq 


DR. PHIL. Convincing 
|, authority figure on 
«family and marital 
relationships. 


Ках 


“you're а userl" referring to 
men who admit they're 
moochers. 

Then, he rationalizes why 
people do things the way they 
do and follows up with sugges- 
tions on how to get creative 
when it comes to getting along 
and being romantic with a diffi- 
cult spouse, or how mothers 
and daughters who constantly 
bicker can live in harmony. 

He talks about coming up 
with plans that "work" to 
counter habits that "dont 
work." He gives practical advice 
while changing his guests’ per- 
spective, to resolve family is- 
sues without telling them that 
they have to be results-orient- 
ed. 


Troubled couples 

On the other hand, al- 
though he tells troubled cou- 
ples that there's a 50-percent 
divorce rate in the US, he 
seems very careful not to turn 
off his guests and doesn’t offer 
religious or spiritual advice 
(unlike Mother Angelica), al- 
though his website talks about 
the sacrifice involved in mar- 
riage and family relation- 
ships. 

Dr. Phil, who was included in 
Barbara Walters’ list of “10 Most 


v 
ЖАС 
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Fascinating People” іп 2002, 
strikes us as a convincing au- 
thority figure on family and 
marital relationships because 
he sets a good example. 

After his show, he walks to- 
ward his wife Robin, takes her 
by the hand, and waves to the 
crowd. 


Website 

Te may appear a litte script- 
ed, but their story is a sterling. 
example worthy of emulation. 
His website tells of his 29 years 
of wedded blis. 

Robin, says the website, has 
made raising their two sons, Jay 
and Jordan, her priority in ife 

If there is one thing that Dr. 
Phil is saying about how mar- 
riages should work, it is that 
husbands and wives ought to be 
sensitive, caring, nurturing and 
spouse-oriented individuals, 

In one of the show's "Dr. Phil 
and Robin" days, Dr. Phil re- 
veals the secret of long-lasting 
marriages: Always remember 
the phrases "yes, dear” and 
“love it!” 


Empowerment 

‘The show's fourth season will 
focus on women's empower- 
ment, how to leave an abusive 
husband, and how to find the 
right man. 


2 A SERIES OF CHILDRES PLAYS PRESENTED BY KIDS ACTS 


FREE ENTRANCE. Г 


^ 


SM FAIRVIEW 
Cinderella 
Cinderella 
iesping Beauty - ` Aug. 6 & 6, Sat. & Sun. 2:00pm 


‘SM SOUTH MALL 

.Udoma - duly i 82, б.а Sun. 200pm ` 
‘Cinderela -. ~: uly 16, Sunday 2:00pm. ә 
Sleeping Beauly. - July 29 90, Sat & Sui, 2:00pm - 
Sleeping Beauty ~ Aug, 12813, Sat & Sun. 2:00pm. 

Snow White & the 7 Dwarfs - August 19, Saturday 2:00pm — 
‘Snow White & the 7 Dwarfs - Sept 2 & 3, Sat, & Sun. 2:00pm 


NOTE: Theater plays vonue is at SM Storyiand's Live Entertainthent 


7 July 8&9 Sat & Su 2:00pm 
= july 22 & 23, Sat. & Sun. 2:00pm 


Snow White & the 7 Dwarts ~ Aug. 26 & 27, Sat. & Sun. 2:00pm 
now White & the 7 Dwarfs - Sapt. 9 & 10, Sat. & Sun. 2:00pm 


Been there, 


By Noelani Torre 


THOUGH IT'S SUPPOSED TO BE 
a comedy and not a horror movie, 
something truly scary does hap- 
pen in "Scary Movie 4°; Leslie 
Nielsen takes his clothes off. Well, 
okay, they get zapped off by an 
anti-alien machine, but the end 
result—a naked” octogenari- 
anl—is the same. 

‘Thankfully, by dint of strategi- 
cally placed objects, we are spared 
from seeing him in all his naked 
glory. Not so, however, the audi- 
ence in the movie scene, 


World leaders 

Nielsen, who plays the inept 
President of the United States, is 
addressing an assembly of world 
leaders at the UN when he un- 
knowingly zaps himself—and lat- 
er on, everybody else—out of 
their suits, skirts, and headdress- 
es 

And so, the alien invasion has 
tobe stopped by a handful of peo- 
ple: Cindy Campbell (Anna 
Faris), Tom Cruisespoof Tom 
Ryan (Craig Bierko), and Regina 
Hall as Campbell's sex-crazed 
sidekick. 

‘The main movie being spoofed 
here is Steven Spielberg's "War of 
the Worlds,” but there are also el- 
ements culled from "Saw" "The 
Grudge,” "The Village,” "Broke- 
back Mountain," "Million Dollar 
Baby" and half a dozen more 
films. 

"The plot goes like this: Our fa- 
vorite clueless blond, Cindy, gets 
a job taking care of an old Indy, 
who happens to be living in a 
house haunted by а pale-white 
Japanese kid. 

While she's looking for thé an- 
swer to that mystery, she also has 
a thing going with her next-door 


seen that 


Я Жылы 
FARIS, Окту blonde hams it up in 
fourth installment of comedy 
franchise. 


neighbor, Tom Ryan. But, before 
anything else can happen, an 
alien invasion commences—and, 
of course, the world needs to be 
saved! 


Jumble 

їз truly a jumble, but then, 
the point in this kind of movie 
isn’t how the story goes, but how 
many spoofs, parodies, and gags 
a director and his scriptwriters 
can stuff into it. 

Of the film's numerous gags: 
however, only a few really work 
and, half the time, those that dc 
only manage to elicit chuckles 
not belly laughs. (105 interesting 
to note, though, that Nielsen 
manages to elicit more laughs 
with his few minutes’ worth ot 
screen time.) 


Comic timing 

Faris and Bierko have approxi- 
mately deadpan faces and good 
comic timing, so they manage to 
elevate the quality of the jokes. 

Still, there's no hiding the fact 
that weve already seen and 
heard most of the film's gags in 
the first three movies of the se- 

jes—-and the frayed and tatty 
edges show through. 
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By Nestor U. Torre. 


ITS BEEN ALMOST SIX YEARS 
since 9/11, but very few movies 
have been made and shown about 
the airborne terrorist attacks that 
traumatized the entire United 
States. 


‘Traumatic nature 

‘The reason for the reticence is 
precisely the traumatic nature of 
the experience, which exposed a lot 
of raw nerves and fears that film- 
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makers didn't want to prematurely ex- 
coriate, for fear oftheir productions be- 
ing rejected out of hand. 

But, it looks like viewers are finally 
ready to relive that traumatic experience, 
to honor the heroes who unexpectedly 
emerged from it, and to make sure that 
the factors behind the terrorist attacks 
won't be allowed to hold sway ever again. 

А couple of months ago, ће drama- 
tized documentary, “United 93," was 
screen-tested in the US, and preview 
viewers’ reactions were both intense 
and liberating. 


Belief 

Heartened by this, filmmaker Paul 
Greengrass felt affirmed in his belief 
that Americans were ready to experi- 
ence а 9/11 movie. 

Savvily, the film is not about the Twin 
Towers attacks, which may still be too 
horrendous to dramatize, but about the 
fourth plane in the coordinated assault, 
which did not hit its intended target 
(believed to be the US Capitol building 
in Washington DC). 

This distances the horror to some ex- 
tent, making it easier for viewers to “take.” 


More inspiringly it also “discovers” a num- 
ber of heroes among United Airlines Flight. 
93's passengers, who attacked the terror- 


IDEALF FOR, | GARDEN, PONDS 
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{sts in the plane's cockpit, to prevent them 


from hitting their targets. 

The fact that the passengers did this 
while sacrificing their own lives makes 
their decision and action all the more self- 
Jess and courageous. 

Preview screening 
The film is a success in the States. 
How will it play in other countries? 


suasa 


EO ч re 


E MEGAMALL esi Summit «58 n CEBU esh m [ШШЕ SM CITY BA BACOOR “St ML 100 esM an DAVAG ost um PAMPANGA | 


pu bes 


i88 me E КТ T EI ám: rem шили ш aaa rats SH CITY. КТ HE 080 «t ww OF и, 1 


DANIEL Sauli and David Allan Basche in a scene 
from Paul Greengrass’ "United 93." 


here amazing. 


fun 
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TK the Dragon invites 
all kiddies from far and 
wide to visit the hottest 
toy store ever! 


Let's tag along with friendly TK as 
he shows us the amazing surprises 
in the fun zones that make 
up our favorite toy store! 


È It’s got all the sugar 

and spice and all. 
things nice for pretty girls ages 
8-16 years. 


away with a toy piano; ‚ы 
or go just a wee bit silly 2 
over the cutest caterpillar! 


Hug them, cuddle 
them, love them. 

* Have a blast picking! 

out your favorite stuffed toys!, 


Make way for the fast 
rollers as they go 
vroom-vrooming across А 
your toy box! Even Z pl 
the big boys are in 

the race with their R/C cars. 


ИТЕ} Planet Earth is 
HEROES, calling for help. 


All our super 
heroes are coming to the rescue! 


She's the doll every 

little girl wants te 

own. She is Barbie. 

Find her standing beside the 
fashionable Bratz dolls at Girls at Play. 


ATAP, Create cool stuff! 
ATE Ej), Start а scrapbook, 
/ paint a bear or string 

up a funky necklace. 
Start right here at the Artist's Circle! 


Sun's up! Keep the 

fun rolling in (һеч үле 
backyard with your iiS d 
bike, trike or fun сап! NS 


©. Ве a whiz kid. 
Win all the board 


on 


games from Bingo to Monopoly! 


Go techie with all 
those gadgets. With 


all that's here, you H 


won't run out of choices! 


A big hug and lots of thanks to TK 
the Dragon. That Toy Kingdom visit. 
was a smash! Next time bring 
Mom, Dad and Sis too! 
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CINEMA secs | Scary movie doesn’t do much ‘Haunting’ 


moyistimg By Noelani Torre people in their jammmies and night- places, we wouldn't have many hor- 


BIG MOVIE, | à ies don't get up in the middle of the ror films, would we? 
= — SOMETIMES, PEOPLE IN HORROR night to investigate supernatural In "An American Haunting,” а 


НЕ 


that most of the time. Then again, if alone, or follow ghosts into dark being haunted by an invisible evil en- 
around her room, 
Spirit 
parents who, after 


tity that shoves her 
© on) suspends her in mid- 

The poor, terrified 

B y N E S Seeing their daughter. 
getting manhandled 


blanket down at 
nt or adult : 

air, and slaps her 

girl is not the one be- 

by a spirit, still leave 


movies сап be зо dense—okay, make sounds, wander into graveyards teenage girl (Rachel Hurd-Wood) is 
night, drags her 

The Funny Girl from She’sruz MAN is back ош 
AMA N DA having stupidly 
here—its her loving 
her alone in her room 


To get the guy at night—and it's one 
floor away бот 
of her dreams, theirs, too. 
One girl is really 


ena ofthe 10 lucky winners of SUPERMAN RETURNS. promo iem front m 3 7 going overboard. 


QD: «дә “EPSON .. 


поте of Superman's home planet? 
iperman's birth nome? 
‘Superman his powers? 
Superman’s powers? 
Superman's x-ray vision? 
' nome of Superman's secret identity? 


SPACEK. Weighty 
presence, 


It's an insult to Sis- 
sy Spacek (she plays 
the mothe) who, 
though she looks suit- 
ably dramatic scam- 
pering up and down 
creaky stairs with a 
candle held aloft, 
‘ought never to have 
> е been made to play а 
чинам ог asia ey A x : : character so dim-wit- 
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=) umentation, a certain 


Scary MOVIE 4 

SUPERMAN RETURNS 

SUPERMAN FAST AND FURIOUS э. Seeger петояма 
SCARY MOVIE 4 : x _ ача" Set in Red River, 
00:00 12:00 03:00 AM LAKE HOUSE ` 3 aR iu Tennessee during the 
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s É і early в, 

DIRECTOR'S сів E RON à claims to be based on 
CENTERSTAGE PACQUIAO THE movi f: Superman RETURNS - - a true story—more 
sursnmannevunns |-sumenman nerunne Ш SUPERMAN RETURNS E J 3 o iy recoiled case in 
SCARY MOVIE 4 Ў where a spirit has 
LAKE НОО: caused the death of a 
SCARY MOVIE 4 THE NUN Apparently, — ac 
luc NUN, cording to state doc- 
CINEMA 2 TE NUN S. E Банерна аны Bell Family in the 
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L F: Bell Witch: An Ameri- 
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PERO "umm 


аркамды RETURNS B SUPERMAN RETURNS лола тимівок Ane runc 
one of the oldest 
tricks in the horror 
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read them, and the 
movie then segues to 
the 1800s. 
Unfortunately, 

things hardly get any 
beteer from there, In. 
the end, notwith- 
standing the weighty 


PACQUIAO Tha Movi! f SUPERMAN RETURNS 


4:20 / 5:10 / 5:50 / 6:25 / 6:50 / 7:10 ‘SUPERMAN RETURNS. 


EE 


SUPERMAN RETURNS oa 5 
Eu MM Ерани Exc # мл... Ө 


CAST AND FURIOUS $ SUPERMAN RETURN [-PACQUIAOTHE movit 


RESERVED 
SUPERMAN RETURN 


PACQUIAO THE movi f SCARY MOVIE 4 SUPERMAN RETURN 7 
SUPERMAN RETURN PACQUIAO THE MOVIE SUPERMAN RETURN: SUPERMAN RETURNS $: i] SUPERMAN RETURNS SUPERMAN RETURNS Ё presence of Donald 
SRT ET шоа ded ace "SW CITY GRGAYAN. 12:18/3:10/ 695/900 E 120082/235/530/826 1205817200] 455/750 Sutherland. and 


Spacek as John and 
Lucy Bell, "An Ameri- 
can Haunting" 
proves itself to be as 
unoriginal as its be- 
ginning, 
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SNEAK PREVIEW 


Faith and sensationalism as pop-TV fodder 


By Rito P. Asi 


WE'VE ALWAYS WONDERED WHAT THE BIG 
hullabaloo was over Jack Kenny's ambitious 
drama, "The Book of Daniel.” After all, just 
how controversial could a story about a priest 
and his dysfunctional family get? —Very, ap- 
parently. And we recently saw how—and 
why. 

Television doesn't run out of important 
things to say But, the opinions it shapes and the 
perceptions it influences aren't always sound 
and relevant. When a TV program or a movi 
tackles controversial issues, it usually divides 
the critics—regardless if it's well-made or not. 


Mixed reviews 

Ron Howard's “The Da Vinci Code" 
good example: Its mi ded a 
100 percent rating from The New York Post 

ut it earned the ultimate pan from The New 
Yorker: A rating equivalent to—zero! You сап 
just imagine how happy that must have made 
the creators of the reviled “Showgirls” and 
“Battlefield Earth.” 

But, Kenny must have anticipated that he 
was going to hit some raw nerves when he 
thought up "The Book of Daniel" for NBC. The. 
show pushes thematic boundaries, indeed, 
and reeks of over-the-top sensationalism. Un- 
fortunately, pompous, ratings-directed pro- 
paganda is not always synonymous to good, 
hard-edged entertainment. 

Plus, you don’t mess with Jesus and religion 
and not expect to arouse the ire of devotees. 
Unsurprisingly, the controversial series 
scathing reviews are as passionate as the critical 
praises it reaps. But, its reason for being is, to 
say the least, instructive. 


Parish priest 

At the core of the story is Rev. Daniel Webster 
(Aidan Quinn), a liberal, pain-killer pill-pop- 
ping Episcopal parish priest, ‘who has four kids: 

razed adopted Chinese son, Adam (his 
guid '"WASPy mother cringes at the 
thought of having Oriental grandkids running 
around her Christmas tree); a 16-year-old 
daughter, Grace, who's a promising anga- 
comic artist (she's recently been arrested 
ling pot to raise money for an expensive 
computer-animation program), and a 23-year- 
‘old homosexual son, Peter, a doctor who's still 
grieving over the death of his twin brother 

Peters homosexuality is accepted by his 
family, but he nevertheless agrees to go outon 
a date with Adele, the sister of the guy 
(David) he likes. He even has consensual sex 
with her to please his grandfather, Bishop 
Bertrum (James Rebhorn), to whom he hasn't. 
‘come out yet. 

Bishop Bertrum, whose wife is sick with the 
degene Alzheimers disease, also has 
skeletons in his closet: While he's upset about 
the condition of his ailing wife, he maintains an 
affair with Daniel's boss, Bishop Beatrice (the 
superb Ellen Burstyn)! 


Pressing concerns 
Daniel, though, has more pressing con- 
her-in-law ran away with his 
g with $3-million- 
vorth of church funds! But, the former soon 
dies after a heart attack, and leaves a dis- 
traught, whiny wife, Victoria 
Inone scene, Victoria chases away Jessie at 
e Daniel's sur- 
prise when he finds Victoria and Jessie al- 
ready living together. Soon after, the former 
announces that, well, she also likes girlst 


9/11 film. . «ene 


"United 93" opens here this month, so a pre- 
view screening was recently held to ans 
that question. 

Well, our own reaction to the film was very 
positive. We appreciated the production's rig- 
orous adherence to facts, gleaned from the 
phone calls that some of the plane's passen- 
gers made to their loved ones throughout the 
ill-fated Aight. 

As the passengers attack finally got under- 
way of course, fact gave way to educated guess- 

about what really happened in the planes 
cockpit. Even during those speculative moments, 
however, there was a disciplined absence of 
‘melodrama and action-flm gimmickry. 


Unexpected challenge 

The film was also instn 
showed how unprepared security and mili 
tary forces were to cope with the terrorist 
unexpected challenge. 

On the debit side, the film took too long to 
set the stage for the terrorists to initiate their 
takeover of the United 93 fight. Once the ac- 
tion starts, however, it never lets up, and 
viewers remain connected to the film up to its 
shattering finale. 


‘Maalaala’ .. .sromssseace 


the most number of viewers it can generate; to 

th a strong competitor, and to 
^il" show and/or prevent it from 
gaining a wider audienc 


Inventive 

Let us applaud the “ММК” team for coming 
up with inventive ways to keep the show run- 
ning. (Why not run it for the whole week? The 
rationale is simple: The program's quality can 
compete with imported Asian dramas, which 
the public has been lapping up in record num- 
ber) 


With the help of Dam's close friend, Fr. 
Frank (Dan Hedaya), a Catholic priest with 
connections to the mob, the embezzled mon- 
ey is found, but can only be "retrieved" if Dan 
agrees to do business with the Mafia! What's a 
guy todo? 


More disturbing 

This is where the plot gets even more dis- 
turbing: During troubled times, Daniel turns to 
Jesus (Garret Dillahunt)—not just in prayer, 
‘but in person! Jesus pops up from out of 
nowhere everytime Daniel is about to take a 
pill But, while omnipresent, his Jesus is notas 
omniscient as we've all been raised to believe: 

When Daniel is caught in a tight fix, he 
shrugs his shoulders and casually tells Daniel 
to refer to his biblical “one-liners” (“Turn the 
other cheek..." etc.). 

If you havent heard of this series, 
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think that we're simply stringing one outrageous 
storyline after another. But, Kenny has exercised 
his option to cook up as many preposterous plot- 
lines as he can. Unfortunately, his outstanding 
actors cant save the show from scrutiny and 
ridicule. 


Controversial programs 

Television has had controversial programs 
that wisely—and successfully tacided sensi- 

re issues: Sex ("Sex and the City"), death 

'Six Feet Under"), the paranormal ("The X- 
Files"), the occult ("Buff The Vampire Slay- 
er"), homosexuality ("Queer as Folk,” "The L 
Word," "Oz") and everything unconventional 
(Twin Peaks"). But, those shows told plausi- 
ble stories that inspired and entertained as 
much as they provoked and disturbed. “The 
Book of Daniel” just shocks—and leaves its 
viewers cold. 


DILLAHUNT AND QUINN. Play Jesus and liberal priest, Fr. Webster, 
respectively, it 


“The Book of Daniel.” 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


sopePsia? 


уе Parang tambol ап, X 
и H a tiyan. May kabag. Masakit ang © 
sikmura. If you frequently t 
zi, experience these symptoms, you may 
| У have а common stomach condition known as 
d EN 


карара тазан 


Dyspepsia. 


What is Dyspepsia? 
Dyspepsia is a recurring discomfort in the chest 
and stomach regions. Aside from bloating, gas 
and stomach pains, other symptoms include 
heavy stomach, fullness and nausea. 


EN 


T „Ў Dyspe 


e У 


tic symptoms usually appear when 
stomach movement slows down and food does 
not empty from the stomach. These symptoms often 
follow meals, but can occur anytime. 
+. 


Treatment 
Frequent remedies taken for Dyspepsia-like symptoms 
are drinks like tea, soft drinks or antacids. These remedies 
may relieve some, but not all of the symptoms of Dyspepsia. 


y 
3» A class of medication called Prokinetics can relieve Dyspeptic 
gn symptoms by restoring motility or normal stomach movement. £ 


Ф Prokinetic drugs are what most doctors prescribe for Dyspepsia: 
3^ The most prescribed Prokinetic drug is Domperidone, available in 


=f TOmg tablet form. Ë 3 
See Your Doctor 3 
If symptoms persist, it is best to see your doctor. A Philippine Society 4 
of Gastroenterology (PSG) doctor will recommend the right treatment 
for Dyspepsia, 
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Ryan Agoncillo 


on living aad loving 


By Remy M. Umerez 


RYAN AGONCILLO'S DOUBLE CD, “LOVES- 
peak,” is a unique compilation of love songs. 
Released as part of Vicor's 40th anniversary 
bash, the collection is a dream come true for 
the TV host who, as a child, dreamed of re- 
leasing his own record. 

The album showcases Ryan's forte: Talking 
and sharing his thoughts—this time, about 
life and love, in between tracks that are sung 
by some of the country's top recording artists 
like Sharon Cuneta, Basil Valdez, Martin 
Nievera, Gary Valenciano, Zsa Zsa Padilla, 
Pops Fernandez, Side A, Ric Segreto, Paolo 
Montalban and Ага Seguerra. 


Happy memories 

‘The 27-year-old actor shares: "I've been in 
good relationships, and I want to share the 
lessons I've learned from them with my fans. I 
always look back at happy memories rather 
than the sad ones. So, for the album's reper- 
toire, we chose mostly feel-good tunes with 
positive messages.” 

Other than the relevance and quality of the 
songs, Ryan's “relationship” with the songs’ 
interpreters was also considered: He has 
worked with Zsa Zsa in "Star in a Million" and 
currently co-stars with her in the popular 
soap, “Bituing Walang Ningning.” Panjee 
Gonzales, who shares a duet, “Lagi Na Lang,” 
with Side Аз Joey Generoso, is Ryan's cousin. 


Favorite performer 

Martin Nievera was the first person to in- 
terview Ryan on ABS-CBN, while Gary V has 
always been his favorite performer. Ryan di- 


AGONCILLO. Dream come true. 


rected the Singapore stopover of Pops Fernan- 
dez's summer special with Star Cruises. 

It was Rowell Santiago who first noted the 
chemistry between Ryan and Judy Ann San- 
tos. Rowell offered him a good role in “Luv 
Text,” but he turned it down because he want- 
ed to establish himself first as a TV host. 

Judy Ann Santos, whose solo album with 
Viva reached the gold record mark, makes a 
special appearance with “No Ordinary Love,” 
the actress’ birthday gift to her beloved Ryan. 


‘Maalaala’ now telecast on Fridays 


By Ramon E. Bayron 


AFTER 15 PROLIFIC YEARS, “MAALAALA 
Mo Kaya" is, in our opinion, still he best dra- 
ma anthology series on local television. 

From the day of its inception, “ММК” was 
positioned as ABS-CBN's flagship drama pro- 
gram. Hosted by Charo Santos-Concio, one of 
the multi-media company's highest-ranking 
executives, the program is also the network’s 
“developmental show"—a veritable “gradu- 
ate school-on-air” for its homegrown talents. 


Attitude 

This is one show where the infamous Fil- 
ipino “puwede na an" attitude is unaccept- 
able. A script goes through numerous revi- 
sions, and actors reshoot scenes until they're 
perfect. Many TV directors use their work on 
"MM" as proof of their aptitude for film. It 


NICOLE HYALA AND 
Chris ‘Tsuper’s 
wacky tandem is 
clicking with listeners 
of their show on 90.7 
Love Radio, “Ang 


MONTAGE 


Tambalan ng Isang 
Balahura at Isang Bal- 
asubas,” during the 
traffic report coincid- 
ing with the gridlock 
hours of 6:30, 7:30 
and9a.m. 

Proof of 

growing popularity: 
Five, full-packed Friendster accounts, a web- 
site  (www.tambalan.piczo.com) which is 
nearing 50,000 hits, a grand fans’ day on their 
first anniversary, and hosting gigs galore. 

Nicole Hyala is actually Emmy Lou Gaite, a 
Business Management cum laude and Student 
Council president аг Assumption, while Chris 
Tsuper is Adrian Policena, a college graduate 
of FEU, 

Love Radio is the overall No. 1 radio station 
in Metro and Mega Manila, based on the lat- 
est survey conducted by the Radio Research 
Council and AC Nielsen. 


Run for Toys 

Nicksters, get ready for the Nickelodeon 
Kids Choice Awards preview party on July 8. 
Before checking out the Orange Carpet walk 
at Aliw Theater, however, vote for your “Pinoy 
Wannabe” awardee and run for the coolest 
toys at Toy Kingdom branches. 

‘Three lucky raffle winners will go ona five- 
minute toy run-shopping spree worth 
P120,000. This year's Pinoy wannabe nomi- 
nees are Sam Milby, Sam Concepcion, Iza 
Calzado, Bianca Gonzalez and Manny Pac- 
quiao. 

On the KCA preview party: Booths, games, 
prizes and surprises begin as soon as the gate 
opens at 2 p.m., while the show proper reels 
offat4 p.m. 


‘Allin the Timing’ 

The British Council presents Peepolykus’ 
award-winning comedy, “All in the Timing,” 
wich matinee and evening performances today 
at Equitable PCIBank's Francisco Santiago Hall, 
Peepolykus is known for its brilliantly realized 
characterizations, slick performances and strik- 
ing visuals, which earned the British group a 
Fringe First Award at the Edinburgh Festival, 


ET 


SEs 


Es m 
their POLICENA AND GAITE. Popular tandem. 


has trained and spawned more than its share 
of film professionals. 

“Maalaala” “reintroduced” the local televi- 
sion industry to our Asian neighbors when it 
started to dominate the drama category of the 
prestigious Asian Television Awards. No 
award given to the show or its featured actors 
has ever been questioned. But, it was never 
intended to be a strictly “art-house” show that 
would play to a small audience. 


Reasons 

After 15 years, the country’s longest-running, 
drama anthology series bids goodbye to its 
‘Thursday primetime schedule and takes over 
the 9:30 p.m. slot on Fridays. The transfer is not 
a sign of surrender. Wise programming dictates 
that a show “slides” from one timeslot to anoth: 
er for any of the following reasons: To capture 


"MAALAALA A43 


Meet Love Radio s wacky waker-uppers 


Streetscape 
Streetscape, the 
Shang's outdoor en: 
tertainment center. 
goes retro this 
month. Bands per 
forming: July 1, U. 
Turn. July 7, Acous 
tic Jive. July 8, Ret 
rospect. July 14. 
Amadeus. July 15 
Sould Ош, July 21 
Liquified Orange. Ju 
1у 22, Kearny St. July 
28, Jay C. & Uso. Ju 
ly 29, Rockin’ Re. 
Vival. Performances 
start at 10 pom. 


Dream Honeymoon Package 

Hyatt Hotel and Casino Manila (245-1234) 
offers a special Dream Honeymoon Package 
to the first 20 couples who confirm within the 
months of July to August their wedditig book 
ing in the hotel's Ballroom. The package in- 
cludes return airfare and two nights’ accom: 
modation for the couple in any selected Hyatt 
partner hotel in Asia, and the upgrading о! а 
complimentary room to the Presidential 
Suite. 


‘Chi-noi’ 

Catch Vincent Tanada's “Chi-noi,” Dulaang 
Bedista's first offering for its fifth season. The 
three-act dance-drama fuses history and 
dance with kung fu and wushu, and will be 
performed at the UP Main Theater (July 22- 
23, Sept. 2-3), St. Paul's University Manila 
(uly 29-Aug. 27) and the CCP Main Theater 
(Sept. 10). The cast includes Chris Lim 
Adelle Ibarrientos, Reggie Caranyagan, Jen- 
nifer Cosculla, Jay Barsana, Justine Untalan 
and Patrick Libao, Call 493-2767, or email 
dbap_sbe@hormail.com. 


Movies on TV 

HBO, on July 1 at 9 p.m., “The Manchurian 
Candidate" 11:30 p.m., "Camivale 17: Creed, 
OK" 12:25 алп, "Camivale 18: The Rond To 
Damascus.” July 2 at 5 p.m. "White Water Sum- 
тег" July 3 at 5 p.m., "The Sea Wolves.” July 4 
at3 p.m., “Before Sunset.” July 5 at 9 рл, "The 
School of Rock.” July 6 at 8:30 алт, “Defending 
Your Life.” July 7 at 2 p.m., "Back to the Рише" 

On Cinemax, July 1 at 6 a.m., "Born Yester- 
day” July 2 at 6:45 p.m., "Mystic River." July 
4 at 6 a.m., "Mr. Deeds Goes to Town.” July 5 
ar 6 a.m., “Deliverance.” July 6 at 3 p.m. 
discreet.” July 7 at 9:30 p.m., “The Adven- 
tures of Brisco County Jr.” 
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Peso rallies to 53.11 to a dollar 


INQUIRER MONITOR Fed action triggers d 


US Federal Interes rates. 
Jone 2005- June 2006 


Ex prs ee Ree strong currency recovery 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PESO YESTERDAY RALLIED TO A THREE-WEEK HIGH OF асаан м 
53.11 against the dollar as ће US Federal Reserve, after hiking its UNE 
overnight interest rates by another quarter-percentage point, hint- IPESOEDOULAR RATE 
ed that it would soon pause its monetary tightening. iP 53.115 S 
After bottoming out at the years weakest at 52.92:$1 last June 7. А TOES 
level of 53.65:$1 on Thursday ahead ofthe Trading volume at the Philippine Dealing Ма ыы... 


US Fed meeting, the local currency opened at System also surged to $509.6 million as cur- 
an intraday low of 53.35 and gained rency traders locked in gains from their US 


tay ише» на 55а] throughout the day to close at the day’s peak dollar positions after the US Fed move. 
» dea of 53.11 to the greenback. “The Fed action was as expected by the mar- 
SRC Spee SERIE ima It was the peso's highest finish seen ending PESO/B2 
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=æ US Fed hints at end to rate hikes "d 


Stocks jump 4.52% 
sellingitems THE US FEDERAL RESERVE roseto$127150m312656. "The Fed statement tumed out policy rate to its highest level in SHARE PRICES CLOSED 4.52 PERCENT 
raised its key interest rate ав ex- Overnight the Fed кей its tobelesshawkish than themarket more than five years. When the Fed higher yesterday, hitting their best levels in 
insmall pected but also signaled it may federal funds rate by a quarter had expected,” said Kikuko Take- started із credit tightening cam- three weeks following the easing of interest 

m JBg 300m pause in its series of rate point as expected, to 5.25 per- da, currency research mamagerat paign two years ago, the funds rate rate concerns after the US Federal Reserve 
packages hikes, dealers said. cent and rewrote its policy state- BankofTokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ. stood at a 46-year low of 1 percent. meeting. dealers said. 
B й This led the dollar to extend ment in a way seen by markets as "The market reacted by selling. In the statement explaining the The Fed raised interest rates 25 basis 
pino losses in Asian trade yesterday signaling an end soon toitsseries the dollar as it had previously decision, Fed Chair Ben Bernanke points to 5.25 percent tate Thursday as ex- 
food products sipping to 11490 yen in Tokyo af- ofinterest rate rises. priced in the risk of sharper inter- and his colleagues said that “the pected but the language it used to describe 
É ор mde hom IIS.l4inNew The Federal Open Market estrate hikes because of inflation extent and timing of any addi- the economic and inflation outlook was 
making waves York late Thursday, well down Committee (FOMC) said inflation worries,” she added. tional firming that may be need- changed, which the markets took to signal a 
from levels above 11буеп seen Бе. remained’ а threat even while Тһе Fed rate hike was the 17th ей to address these risks will de- ‘STOCKS/83 
abroad /В4 fore the Fed's statement. The euro economic growth is moderating. consecutive бте and brought the. US FED/B2 
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WE'LL BE THERE. 


di A perfect 10 


i The stylish new Chevrolet Spark by italian designer Giorgetto Guigiare rates 
tops in fuel-efficiency. Its 1.0 L engine gives you more to the liter, letting you 
enjoy smooth drives longer. Take four friends for a ride; at P490,000, it just 


doesn't get any better than this. CHEVROLET cr + SPARK : edi x | 
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Pancake House earmarks 
P150M for local expansion 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


IT'S FULL STEAM AHEAD FOR 
casual dining chain Pancake 
House Inc. as it expands its local 
restaurant chain over the next 
two years. 

Pancake House chair Martin P. 
Lorenzo said the company was 
spending roughly P150 million 
for its domestic expansion, which 
will increase its stores to 118 by 
the end of this year from 90 at the 
start of 2006. 

Lorenzo also said Pancake 
House was merging its commis- 
saries under one facility on Pa- 
song Tamo, Makati. 

Pancake House's recently ac- 
quired Dencio's currently oper- 
ates а 400-square-meter commis- 
sary in Mandaluyong City. Teriya- 
ki Boy, another restaurant chain 
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28 new stores ' 
to be put up this year 


owned by Pancake House, also 
maintains a commissary in Pasig 
City, Pancake House said sepa- 
rately in a financial report that 
these two commissaries would be 
merged under one facility for im- 
proved cost efficiency. 

Tn terms of its store expansion, 
Pancake House expects to add 28 
new stores by the end of this year. 
These consist of eight new stores 
for Pancake House, four stores for 
Dencio's and 16 stores for Teriya- 
ki Boy this year. 

“Within the next two years, we 
have enough locations in the 
Philippines to build (our restau- 


rants)," Lorenzo said. 

He also admitted that the com- 
pany has received various offers 
for possible franchise partner- 
ships overseas such as from Chi- 
ma, Thailand, ^ Singapore, 
Malaysia and Vietnam. 

Lorenzo:said Vietnam looks 
promising but the company was 
not rushing to venture outside of 
the country. 

“We have enough work in the 
next year or two but unless there 
is something really attractive 
(abroad, we will consider it),” he 
said. 

‘Lorenzo also said that Pancake 


Peso rallies to 53.11 to a dollar 


From page BI 


ket while the statement may pro- 
vide some relief in financial mar- 
kets atleast for now,” Bangko Sen- 
tral ng Pilipinas Governor Aman- 
do Tetangco Jr. said yesterday. 
Tetangco had always stated that 
the country’s good fundamentals 
should support the peso amid the 
recent selldown caused by uncer- 
tainties over US interest rates. 
"Unlike the FOMC (Federal 
Open Market Committee), the 
BSP is into inflation-targeting. If 
inflation goes up, they have no 
choice, but at this point that the 
US Fed has said that from now on 


US Fed hints at end to rate hikes 


soared on the Fed's comments, believing that 
the central bank is at least considering a pause. 
in its two-year credit tightening campaign. 

‘The Dow Jones industrial average, which 
‘was up about 80 points before the mid-after- 


pend on the evolution of the outlook for both 
inflation and economic growth, as implied by 


incoming information.” 


‘Wall Street, which had been worried that the 
central bank could overdo its credit tightening, 


its action depends on the num- 
bers that will come out—which I 
think won't be as bad, I think 
there will be less pressure on the 
BSP to follow (on йз tightening)," 
said Jose Emmanuel Hilado, trea- 
surer at BDO Private Bank and 
president of financial market as- 
sociation ACI Philippines. 

Hilado said the latest statement 
from the US Fed implied a bearish 
direction for the US dollar. 

“As we've seen overnight, 
prospects of a weak dollar are still 
there and if the dollar is weak, 
there's no reason why the peso 
should be weak,” Hilado said. 

Hilado said the peso was not in. 


Republic of the Philippines 


any risk of depreciating past re- 
cent lows. 

"But neither do I see a decisive 
appreciation. The peso will prob- 
ably be in the range of 52.75 to 
536581 in the next -few 
months," Hilado sai 

ING Bank Philippines manag- 
ing director for treasury Consuelo 
Garcia said that after another 25 
basis points increase in August, 
the US Fed would likely pause and 
even start easing its monetary pol- 
icy by years end, reducing pres- 
sures on the local currency. 

‘Although seasonal corporate 
demand would still weigh down 
the peso in the third quarter giv- 
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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


PREPARATION OF PSALM FOR WESM TRADING 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
PREPARATION OF PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORT/GUARANTEE FOR POWER SECTOR REFORM PROJECT 


CONSULTING SERVICES. 
PHRD Grant No. TF055609 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of Energy (DOE) and with grant assistance from the 
and Human Resources Development (PHRD) Facility and the 
is Implementing the Preparation of Private Sector 


Japanese Government through its Policy 
International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), i 


Development Support/Guarantee for Power Sector Reform Project (the “Project” 


BUSINESS 


House was keen on taking a ma- 
jority stake or at least 60 percent 
in bakeshop company Goldilocks. 
Tris in negotiations with a number 
of shareholders of the company. 

“We are excited over the growth 
potential of Goldilocks. We'd like 
to conclude this as soon as possi- 
ble,” Lorenzo said. He declined to 
identify the shareholders he was 
in talks with but said they were 
not part of the Go family. 

‘The InoumeR earlier reported 
that the Lorenzos had made a for- 
mal offer to buy the bakeshop 
chain for P2 billion. 

Lorenzo refused to comment 
оп whether Pancake was willing 
toraise its offer. 

In addition to the 192 stores in 
the Philippines, Goldilocks has 16 
outlets in the United States and a 
Jone branch in Vancouver, Canada. 


en the importation season, she 
said the peso would likely recover 
to52:$1 toward December. 

The BSP kept its own interest 
rates steady during its meeting 
Thursday given its outlook that 
local inflation would slow down 
in the second semester. 

"Core inflation and other re- 
cent data continue to paint a sce- 
mario of limited demand-based 
pressures, while latest BSP fore- 
casts remain suggestive of a de- 
celeration in inflation in the sec- 
ond half, leading to within-target 
inflation in 2007," Tetangco said 
їп a statement after Thursday's 
‘Monetary Board meeting. 


noon announcement, surged higher after the 
Fed action. The Dow ended the day up 217.24 
points to close at 11,190.80, based on prelim- 
inary calculations. 

‘Analysts said while the Fed expressed concems 


about inflation, the 
central bank also noted 
that the economy has 
begun to slow, the out- 
come the central bank 
has been seeking to 
achieve to keep infia- 
tion contained. 

“The Fed's ac- 
knowledgment that 
the 17 rate increases 
are having their de- 
sired effect .. was 
cheered by the mar- 
kets,” said Bob Wal- 
ters, chief economist 
at Quicken Loans. 

"There is a sense 
that another rate hike 
by the Fed won't be au- 
tomatic. This is a relief 
rally" said David Jones, 
chief economist at DMJ 
Advisors, а Denver- 
based consulting firm. 

Jones said the 
wording of the state- 
ment gave a hint of a 


The DOE intends to apply part of the proceeds for consultant services for the provision of support to Power Sector 
Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation (PSALM) to prepare for the introduction of a competitive electricity 
market. The services include assisting PSALM in establishing systems and strategies for electricity trading, апа 
risk management and seltlement systems of the output from the IPPs at the time of market commencement. 


{tis envisioned that the consultant will develop trading strategies, risk polices, risk manual, and operational trading 
manuals, and develop value-at-risk (VaR) models including monitoring the VaR of PSALM's aggregate trading 
positions. 


The deliverables will be provided within six (6) months.of the appointment of the consultants, The consultant must 
demonstrate: 


4. In depth understanding of the operation of competitive electrieity markets in other jurisdictions and 
substantial practical experience in trading in the Wholesale Electricity Spot Market (WESM). 


Extensive practical experience in advising on risk management strategies and implementing trading and 
risk management systems for participants in energy markets. 


а. Reference on atleast опе case where the consultant was directly responsible for the 
implementation of trading and risk management systems for a major participant in a competitive 
electricity market with a bid-based pool (net or gross) must be provided. 


3. Strong economic and financial market skills. 


Preference will be given to consultants with working knowledge of Philippine WESM Rules and Republic Act 
No. 9136 or the Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 2001 (EPIRA), Ils Implementing rules and regulations 
and other pertinent documents related to WESM. 


The DOE now Invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested consultants 
must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (brochures, description of similar 
assignments, experience In similar conditions, availabilty of appropriate skills among staff, etc... Consultants 
may associate to enhance their qualifications, 1 


A consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank's Guidelines: Selection 
Er nt Bi published in January 1977 (revised In September 1977, 
January 1999, and May 2002). ` 


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below during office hours 0800 to 1700 hours. 


Power Sector Assets and Liabilities Management Corporation 
Attention: Mr. Nonito R. Bernardo, Jr. 

Vice President, Finance 

2IF, SGV I! Building, 6758 Ayala Avenue 

Макай Clty, Philippines 1226 

Telefax: +63 (2) 840-5058 

Е-тай: nrbernardo@psalm.gov.ph 


Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 26 July 2006, 5:00 o'clock in the afternoon. 


The Bids and Awards Committee 

Department of Energy 

Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig City, Metro Manila 
(PD July 1,2000) 


split on the Federal 
Open Market Com- 
mittee, the panel of 
Fed board members 
and regional bank 
presidents, who meet. 
eight times a year to 
set interest rate policy. 
Jones said one camp 
was concerned that the 
jump in energy prices 
this year could be 
adding to inflation, 
pressures while anoth- 
er group believed the 
Fed was running the 
tisk of tightening too 
much and causing а 
more severe economic 
slowdown. 
The 
said that “some 
Чоп risks тета 
even though it was 
likely that a modera- 
Чоп in economic 
growth "should help 
to limit inflation 
pressures over time." 
The Fed's rate 
hikes have raised the 
borrowing costs for 
millions of Ameri- 
cans on everything 
from home mort- 
gages to auto loans. 
"The latest Fed rate. 
hike had been widely 
expected, given com- 
ments Bernanke made 
‘on June 5 in which he. 
called a rise inthe rate. 
of inflation an "unwel- 
come” development, а 
comment that con- 
tributed to a one-day 
199-point drop in the 
Dow Jones industrial 
average АР AFP 
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infla- 
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RAMON Sy has been elected director of Metropolitan Bank and Trust Co. 
on June 28, replacing Vy Tonne So, who had resigned from the board. 
JOHN L. Gokongwel Jr. James L. Go, Lance Y. Gokongwel, Lily Ngochua, 
Patrick Henry C. Go, Johnson Robert G. Go Jr., Ignacio O. Gotao, Gabriel 
C. Singson and Ricardo J. Romulo have been elected directors of JG 
Summit Holdings Inc. on June 28. Cornelio T. Peralta and Jose T. Pardo 
have also been elected independent directors of the corporation. 

‘THE BOARD of directors of iPeopla Inc. has approved the declaration of 
an 8-percent (P0.08 per share) cash dividend payable on Aug. 9 for 
stockholders of record as of July 14. Meanwhile, Helen Y. Dee, Marco Y. 
Santos, Yvonne S. Yuchengco, Perry Y. Uy, John F. Alabastro and Mila- 
gros V. Reyes have been elected directors, whereas Cesar A. Buenaventu- 
ra, Renato C. Valencia and Orlando B. Vea have been elected independent 
directors. Compiled by Kate Pedroso, PDI Research 
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BUSINESS _ 
More companies selling items in small p 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2006 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE WIDENING GAP BETWEEN THE RICH 
and the poor has given rise to alternative 
means of selling products and services, ac- 
cording to market research firm ACNielsen. 

Company president and chief executive 
Steve Schmidt, who visited from his base in 
New York City, said in a briefing yesterday 
that low income consumers have been receiv- 
ing less money while higher income were 
amassing more in the past few years. 

Schmidt said that as income groups get polar- 
ized, manufacturers and seller? revise their mar- 
keting strategies and tactics to trail the money 
trend, 

“We've seen companies adopting more and 
varied formats of stores, of packaging and of 
pricing," he said. 

"Thisis not unique in the Asia-Pacific, but is 
also observed in Latin America and other 


Stocks ... een 


softer stance. 

There had been concerns going into the Fed 
meeting that it could raise rates by as much as 
50 points or signal more hikes to come but in 
the event, the outcome was seen as indicating 
itwill soon pause on rates. 

‘That gave Wall Street a massive boost and 
set all the regional markets up for strong 
gains yesterday. 

The composite index gained 94.17 points 
to 2,178.79 after trading between 2,084.62 
and 2,182. Volume was 1.53 billion shares 
worth P3.44 billion 

The all-shares index rose 45.45 points to 
1,369.89. 

Gainers led losers 77 to 14, with 28 stocks 
unchanged. 

“People are making a bet that the 17th rate 
hike (Thursday) or the next possible rate hike 
(in August) in the US will be enough to knock 
out inflation (there),” said Nestor Aguila of 
DA Market Securities. 

‘Top-traded Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. closed up P90 at P1,830. 

Among other blue chips, Ayala Corp. 
gained P20 to P370, Ayala Land rose 50 cen- 
tavos to P11.50 and Bank of the Philippine Is- 
lands advanced P4.50 to P50. AFP 


Manufacturers changing 
tactics to attract market, 
AC Nielsen president says 


emerging markets," he added. 
Schmidt explaimed that for 
lower income groups, companies 
were thinking of ways to give 
these people access, like packag- 
ing smaller quantities in more af- 
fordable material, much like the 
sachet system in the Philippines. 
The same goes for the sizes of 
stores as vendors adapt to the needs 
and means of consumers, he added. 
Store sizes go both ways as, on 


ATTENTION 


ARCHITECTS, DESIGNERS. CONTRACTORS. 
DEVELOPERS REALTORS, FURNITURE 
MAKERS AND HOME OWNERS 


the other end of the income spec- 
trum, middie and upper class con- 
sumers are driving the growth of 
the so-called “modem trade” or 
marketing through large outlets 
like groceries and supermarkets. 
ACNielsen data showed that in 
the past seven years, the share of 
groceries in Southeast Asian trade 
has been rising from 34 percent in 
1999 to 43 percent in 2005. 
Modern, selfservice outlets 
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We are your one stop shop for your LE] 
cabinets, closets, work tables, walls and other 
indoor furniture requirements. 
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‘Vai us at WORLOSEX 2006, Booth # 619, Word Trade Conter, Buendia, Макан City 
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gained more patrons in Malaysia, Indonesia 
and Vietnam. 

‘On the other hand, traditional stores re- 
mained strong in the Philippines, but their 
share has declined from 45 percent in 2003 to 
41 percent in 2005. 

‘Benedicto Cid Jr, ACNielsen Philippines man- 
aging director, said sari-sari stores continued to 
fuel the growth of retail outlets in the country 
"with one such store for every 150 people. 


The latest data showed that sari-sari stores 
grew 8 percent to about 550,000 outlets or 90 
percent of all retail centers in the country be- 
tween 2003 and 2004. 

Still, supermarkets grew the fastest in terms of 
number at 32 percent, while convenience stores 
grew 16 percent in the same period. 

‘On the other hand, the number of market 
stalls shrank 3,5 percent while department 
stores decreased by 6.7 percent. 


Laser Vision Correction is driven by 
Technology, and Laser Vision 
Correction Technology is driven by 
VISX 


With over US$ 1 Billion invested 
in 20 years of Research & Development 
and 10 years of US FDA Approvals. 


No Other Company Comes Close. 


Ask your doctor about: 


VISX LASIK 


PRECISION ALIGNED. VISX DESIGNED. 


For more information please visit our website 


www.visx.com 


or call our Philippine Hotline 
658-6128 or 658-8169 
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Tho Innova has а superbly engineered, rigid (reme and a 
powerful engine designed for optimum driving performance. 
ї can withstand any kind of terrain -- from the smoothost 
“highways to the back streets and tha roughest, toughest roads 
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TOYOTA FINANCIAL SERVICES 858-8500 
ТЕ ТИРЕ TOYOTA ALABANG. INC. 800-0601 1o 32 / 802-1991 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, (034) 444-1811 to 13 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY. (074) 447-0851» (024) 300-3273 to 747 074) 300-4128 / 3625 / (D74) 443-6778 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, NC. 500-200) М 
ТОТОТА DEALER REPONIT o Pa TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 927-7215 7 17 / 30 / 39 / 927-7242 1 441 AB 507 321-1257 1 62 1 65 / 921-7258 / 69 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY. INC.. (043) 729-7386 / (043) 723-7639 TOYOTA BICUTAN РАРАНАОЦЕ 145-0670 
А dad QUY. MMC. (044) 468-0401 10 87 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE DRO, INC., (08822) 735-770 / 781 / 846 / (068) 059-9954 / (084) 858-7770 / (08822) 737-480 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, INC.. (032) 253-1161 TOYOTA CEOU-MANDAUE UAI Sis 8670 
TOYOTA ДИ VEA 1021 o 27 TOYOTA CUBAD, INC, 911-0051 10 63 TOYOTA DAGUPAN CITY, INC.. (75) 617-2026 lo 28 / (615) 522-6771 / 6734/4773 TOYOTA DASMARIÑAS CAVITE, (046) 880-2036 (046) 850.2929 TOYOTA DAVAD CITY INC, (en) АН 
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WB approves key dev't loans worth $210M for RP 


SATURDAY, JULY 1,2006 


ODA meant to improve health 
system, perk up investments 


By Doris C. Dumlao ly among the poor in the Philip- 
pines," he said. "We are pleased 
‘THE WORLD BANK BOARD YES- to support social programs in the 


education and health sectors that 
tackle the causes of poverty. In- 
vestments in these social sectors 
yield significant poverty reduc- 


terday approved two more key of- 
ficial development loans worth a 
total of $210 million to beef the 
the country’s health sector re- 


forms and perk up local invest- tion.” 
ments. The biggest loan components 
Tha press statement, WB coun- ofthe health program were: 


try director Joachim von Ams- 
berg said the new loans—firmed 
up only a week after the $200- 
million package for basic educa- 
tion was approved—were part of 
the multilateral lender's in- 
creased support for the Philip- 
pines, made possible by the gov- 
emment’s gains on the fiscal 
front. 

‘The board approved $110 mil- 
lion for the “National Sector Sup- 
port for Health Reform” program, 
and another $100 million for 
“Support for Strategic Local De- 
velopment and Investment” 
agenda. 

"Similar to other World Bank- 
financed programs, these loans 
support strong measures to help 
improve the quality of public 
spending, help improve gover- 
nance, and help reduce the tisk of 
corruption,” von Amsberg said. 


$50 million to provide 
health insurance for the poor by 
financing the government's pay- 
‘ments to the Philippine Health In- 
surance Company to subsidize 
premiums for poor households 
targeted by local government 
units; and, 

*$48.5 million for disease 
prevention, control and elimina- 
tion, and for performance-based 
grants for achieving public health 
improvement for participating 
1605, 

The Local Development and 
Investment Project seeks to im- 
prove local public service provi 
sion and management by facili- 
tating access by local government | , 
units to viable financing to imple- 
ment strategic investments for in- 
frastructure and social services. | : 

The state-owned Land Bank of | | 
the Philippines, as the borrower 


are also in the pipeline. 


Scientists working 
on ‘super carabao’ 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


FILIPINO SCIENTISTS ARE 
working to produce the coun- 
try's first cloned carabao—*a su- 
per water buffalo”—in line with 
the government's effort to in- 
crease food production and en- 
sure the country's food security. 
‘According to Agriculture Sec- 
retary Domingo Panganiban, 
the Philippine Carabao Center 
(PCC) expects the super carabao 
within the next two years. 
Panganiban also said that the 
scientists are working on other 
*bio-tech" products, such as а 
pest-resistant breed of eggplant. 
He said that papayas resistant to 
the ring spot virus, and papayas 
with delayed-ripening trait, multi- 
‘virus resistant tomatoes and a vari- 


еу of genetically improved crops, 


Panganiban said the country is 
pinning its hopes on agricultural 
biotechnology to increase food 
production and solve the problem 
1 brought on by diminishing land 
] area devoted to food production, 
{ ^ He said that over the past ten 
years, around 500,000 hectares 


have been converted for industri- 
al, commercial and residential 
uses. He said that only through 
modern agricultural technology 
could the country cope with the 
increasing demand for food. 

Panganiban said the Philip- 
pine Rice Research Institute 
(PhilRice) is now developing 
multivitamin-enriched rice. 

Meanwhile, the Bureau of Fish- 
cries and Aquatic Resources is also 
developing improved breeds of 
tilapia and milkfish (bangus) that 
are bettertasting, fast-growing 
and can live in different condi- 
tions, Panganiban said. 

The Philippine Coconut Au- 
thority (PCA), he said, is also 
coming up with a kadang-kadang 
resistant variety of coconut 

‘Alicia Ilaga of the DAS Biotech- 
nology Implementation unit said 
that the government is focusing 
its attention on bio-pharming, or 
the commercialization of plant- 
based pharmaceuticals. 

She said the government is now 
stepping up research and develop- 
ment to supply ingredients of 
pharmaceutical products through 
public-private partnerships. 


"We seek to support our Philip- 
pine partners in their efforts to 
improve public service, take deci- 
sive action against corruption, 
and increase tax collection. These. 
are three closely linked efforts for 
building public institutions that 
‘work for the common good." 

The health program aims to 
make access to health insurance 
and health care more equitable, 
and make the health system more 
efficient in meeting the needs of 
the poor and the disadvantaged. 

“The high costs of health care 
and loss of earnings due to illness 
are a common problem, especial- 


of the loan, will provide sub- 
loans to LGUs, public utilities and 
private operators to enable these 
entities to implement investment 
sub-projects that have been iden- 
tified in the LGUs’ development 
plans. 

"Wellmanaged local govern- 
ments have become models for 
effective public sector manage- 
ment in the Philippines,” von 
Amsberg said. “If local govem- 
ments are further empowered 
and provided incentives for good 
performance, they can bring the 
Philippines onto a path of rapid 
development.” 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE COUNTRYS LARGEST 
telecommunications group will 
spend $60 million dollars to ex- 
pand its third-generation net- 
werk facilities, which it hopes 
will be the company's future driv- 
er of earnings growth. 
According to the Philippine 
Long Distance Telephone Co. 
(PLDT), the allocation for capital 
expenditures will be sufficient to 


in the 3G 
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 


REVIEW OF ELECTRICITY DEMAND FORECASTING 


REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 

PREPARATION OF PRIVATE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPORT/GUARANTEE FOR POWER SECTOR REFORM PROJECT 

CONSULTING SERVICES 

PHRD Grant No. TF055609 


The Government of the Philippines, through the Department of Energy (DOE) and with grant assistance 
from the Policy and Human Resources Development (PHRD) and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), is implementing the Preparation of Private Sector 
Development Support/Guarantee for Power Sector Reform Project (the "Project"). 


The DOE intends to apply part of the proceeds for consultant services to review the methodologies for 
the forecasting of electricity demand. The consultant would review the current forecasting 
methodologies used by DOE, National Transmission Company (TRANSCO) and Manila Electric 
Company (or MERALCO) in the light of the past performance of the forecasts and international best 
practice and provide recommendations on the role of the forecasts with the introduction of a competitive 
market and improvements in the approach to forecasting. 


The deliverables will be provided within three (3) months of the appointment of the consultants. The 
consultant must demonstrate: 


1. Indepth understanding of the electricity sector. 


2. Extensive experience in economic forecasting, in general, and the forecasting of energy 
demand, in particular. 


+ Reference to atleast one case where the consultant had direct and prime responsible 
for the economy-wide electricity forecasts for use in system planning and/or market 
oversight. 


The DOE now invites eligible consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services. Interested 
consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services 
(brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of 
appropriate skills among staff, etc.). Consultants may associate to enhance their qualifications. 


А Consultant will be selected in accordance with the procedures set out in the World Bank's Guidelines: 
Selection and Employment of Consultants bv World Bank Borrowers published in January 1977 
(revised in September 1977, January 1999, and May 2002). 


Interested consultants may obt 
1700 hours. 


further information at the address below during office hours 0800 to 


Department of Energy 
Attn: Melinda L. Ocampo, Undersecretary 

4" Floor, DOE Bldg. Energy Center, Merritt Road 

Global City, Taguig Metro Manila, Philippines 

Tel: (632) 8402173 

Fax: (632) 8402067 

E-mail: mlo_phg@doe.gov.ph and/or mycaps@doe.gov.ph 


Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by 19 July 2006, 5:00 o'clock in the 
afternoon. 


The Blds and Awards Committee 
Department of Energy 
Energy Center, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manila 


(PDI 1,2000) 


acquire and install equipment for 
an additional 1,000 cell sites. 
“Most of these сей sites will be'ul- 
tra sites—state of the art and very 
scalable,” PLDT and Smart Commu- 
nications Inc. president Napoleon 1. 
Nazareno told reporters recentiy. 
The company is investing heavily 


essence, allows subscribers to make 
video calls on their mobile phones. 
К also allows them to watch televi- 
sion broadcasts direct to their percent, but he declined to reveal 


technology which, in 


phones, download videos, and surf 
the Internet at broadband speeds. 

PLDT and its rival Globe Tele- 
com Inc. are making big bets on 
3G technology, despite the ab- 
sence of a successful business 
‘model for this sector anywhere in 
the world outside Japan. 

‘The PLDT and Smart head said 
the company's retürn on invest- 
ment for its 3G business segment 
at present still stands below 10 


$60M in capital expenditures set for Smart 3G 


how much profit margin the com- 
pany is aiming for. 

Also, Smart yesterday launched 
а new promo that will allow sub- 
scribers to send free text messages 
overseas in conjunction with the 
use of their mobile phones for in- 
ternational voice calls. 

From July 9 to August 9, Smart 
prepaid subscribers who call par- 
ties abroad from their cellular 
phones will enjoy free interna- 
tional text. 


Mutual benefit groups to raise 
minimum guaranty to P12.5M 


By Michelle V. Remo 


‘THE INSURANCE COMMISSION HAS DIRECT- 
ей mutual benefit associations to each increase 
their guaranty funds to a minimum of P12.5 
million, saying that the move will protect their 
clients in the face of financial troubles now af- 
fecting half the industry. 

Previously, the minimum amount of guar- 
anty fund was only P10, 000. 

“There was really a need to increase the 
amount because you cannot do anything 
with P10,000," Insurance Commissioner 
Evangeline Escobillo said. “With P12.5 mil- 
lion, clients may be protected in case of 
failures.” 

Escobillo said that of the 21 licensed mutu- 
al benefit associations, 11 are facing liquidity 
problems. 

"To the prejudice of hundreds of thousands 
of members, a number of mutual benefit asso- 
ciations have failed because of mismanage- 
ment and failure to comply strictly with the 
provisions of the (Insurance) Code," accord- 
ing to Circular No. 2-2006 recently issued by 
the Insurance Commission. 

Mutual benefit associations are designed to 
provide clients with financial support in cases 
of sickness, displacement from work, and 
death of members or their relatives. These so- 


cial security organizations mostly cater to 
small clients, such as teachers, military per- 
sonnel, farmers’ groups, and cooperatives. 

"The socioeconomic impact of mutual ben- 
efit associations, whose members, more often 
than not, belong to the less advantaged sec- 
tors of our society, is inestimable,” the Insur- 
ance Commission said. 

“The circular said that all mutual benefit as- 
sociations are required to deposit with the In- 
‘surance Commission the amount of the guar- 
anty fund. The deposit may come in the form 
of cash or government securities. 

The Insurance Commission invests the 
funds of each of the mutual benefit associa- 
tions either in government securities or in in- 
terest-bearing deposits with a financially 
sound commercial bank or trust entity. 

‘The move to increase the guaranty fund 
of mutual benefit associations was in line 
with the objective of the Insurance Com- 
mission to better protect customers of se- 
curity firms and thus promote the industry, 
the agency said. 

The issuance of the circular on mutual ben- 
efit associations was consistent with the re- 
cent move to increase the capitalization re- 
quirement of new life or non-life insurance 
‘companies to P1 billion, and of reinsurance 
companies to P2 billion. 


Filipino food products 
making waves abroad 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


FOREIGN BUYERS SNAPPED UP SUPPLIES 
of Filipino ethnic food products such as saluy- 
ot, laing, pinangat, pili and polvoron during 
an international food fair held last May, ac- 
cording to the Center for International Trade 
Expositions and Missions, 

Citem chief Fe Agoncillo-Reyes said the for- 
eigners’ buying binge pushed up sales at the 
yearly IFEX Philippines by 316 percent to 
‘about $80 million from about $32 million in 
2005. 

Reyes said at least 1,300 buyers—includ- 
ing those from Australia, Canada, China, Eu- 
торе, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, 
Thailand, Taiwan, id United 
States—checked out the exhibits of 283 food 
exporters and manufacturers. 

“We are very pleased to say that the signifi- 
cant growth in the number of visiting buyers 
and in the earnings of IFEX proved that our 
‘country remains a reliable source and hub for 
Asian ethnic foods, Filipino cuisine, and fresh 
and processed products," she said, 

‘The best selling products of IFEX 2006 
were fresh and frozen fish; sardines; frozen 
fruits and vegetables like saluyot, ampalaya, 
and banana; octopus; meat preparations like 


ham and sausage; processed fruits like ba- 
nana chips and dried fruit cocktail; fruit and 
vegetable juice; coffee and cocoa; cookies and 
crackers; and cereal preparations such as 
cake and polvoron. 

This year's fair featured hot dishes from the 
Bicol region, with highlights on pili nut, laing, 
pinangat, and crab meat products. 

Also, IFEX 2006 promoted aggressive 
and creative marketing among firms 
through competitions like that for the Best 
Booth award, which KSK Boy Bawang 
won. 

Also, Boy Bawang was one of 23 new 
brands that was awarded "Superbrand" sta- 
tus last week in view of its strong perfor 
mance. 

During the trade event, five companies 
were bestowed the Trendy Awards, including 
Antonio Pueo Incorporada, FD Gonzales Food 
Product, Gem Food International Inc., Nutri 
Prime Products Inc., and Sorsogon Food En- 
terprises. 

Reyes said the tilts were held to motivate. 
food manufacturers to further improve theii 
standards of presentation, as well as to give 
credit to those who have invested their time. 
effort and resources in developing a product 
for the export market. 
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SYCHIATRISTS AND PSY- 
chologists here in 


Philippines have a 


term for television nowadays: a 
modern baby sitter And after 
witnessing for generations how 
healthy, active adults transform 
into sedentary potatoes staring 
at the boob tube for hours on 
end, child development experts 
are making a plea to parents not 
to let the same thing happen to 


their children. 


Dr. Elizabeth Ventura, professor and 
chair of the UP Department of Psycholo- 
gy also blames yayas (nannies) for drag- 
ging along their young wards into watch- 
ing their favorite TV programs for hours. 

However, the responsibility still lies 
squarely on the shoulders of parents, 


the 
new 


parents,” she says. 


says Dr. Grace Macapagal, child and ado- 
lescent psychiatrist, who adds that to- 
day's socioeconomic realities aren't help- 
ing create more quality time between 
parents and their children. “How big the 
influence of media in the cultural and 
moral values of the children, at the end 
of the day, falls upon the shoulder of the 


‘Strong’ correlation 

Ventura cites a foreign study conduct- 
ей last year showing the “strong” corre- 
lation between attention span and the 
amount of time that the child spends 
watching TV. The longer a child aged be- 
tween 2 and 3 years watches ТҰ the 
shorter the attention span. 

‘Ventura describes TV as a source of 
fast-moving information with stimulat- 
ing colors, which she says doesn't match 
a classroom setting. She adds that the 
classroom has a different demand (on 


AN OLD FRIEND, THIRTY- 
something Rommel Tiongco, 
solutions architect of SAP 
Philippines — [rommeltiong- 
coQsap.com] sent this amus- 
ing but slightly alarming e- 
mail: "I have been away from 
school for so long that I find it 
hard to relate to what may be 
happening on campus. Profes- 
sors using powerpoint, wifi in 
the campus, laptops in class, 
students saying that people 
scribbling make more noise 
than people typing on laptops. 
I feel old. I wonder if you have 
the same issue in Ateneo.” 

As an example, Mel referred 
to Prof. June Entman of the 
University of Memphis who last 
March banned laptop comput- 
ers from her class because she 
felt that computers were inter- 
fering with student learning. 
Students with laptops allegedly 
preferred to transcribe and type 
rather than analyze or focus on 
the discussion. Furthermore, 
laptops hindered eye contact 
between teacher and student, 
and the exasperated professor 
required her students to take 
notes Бу — using—what 
else—old-fashioned pen.and 
paper. Since this was a class of 
law students, they tried to com- 
plain to the American Bar Asso- 
ciation, with some saying that 
without laptops, they could not 
take good notes. Thankfully, the 
complaint was dismissed. 


Not the ideal solution 

My reply to Mel: 1 myself al- 
low laptops at times (in English 
or Psychology classes), but not 
in math, where I tend to agree 
with Professor Entman, and 
‘anyway, many math symbols 
are difficult to type without 
nonspecialized programs. Usu- 
ally 1 require students clicking 
away on laptops to sit either in 
front or at the corner of the 
class, where they will cause the 
least distractions. As for Power- 
point, it is already de rigeur 
even in many elementary and 
high schools, and some univer- 
sities have wi-fi spots. Technol- 
ogy, like most anything, is a 
two-edged sword. Many of its 
fruits have become indispens- 
able, but we need to refrain 
from relying on them to the ex- 
tent that we lose our thinking 
skills in the process. Thus, con- 
trary to what many corpora- 
tions believe, a computer ín ev- 
ery classroom may not be the 
ideal solution to our sorry state 
ofeducation. 

Back to laptops. Perhaps a 
cloaking device can be a com- 
promise, Yes, you heard it 
right—no longer the realm of 
the Klingons in "Star Trek,” an 
honest-to-goodness invisibility 
cloak may soon become a reali- 
ty. In a recent issue of the jour- 
nal Science, two teams of re- 


Of cloaking and laptops 


searchers outline feasible plans, 
but contrary to what sci-fi fans 
expect, these are based not on 
any change in chemistry, but on 
nanotechnology (the science of 
the very small). Simply put, the 
teams propose to use so-called 
metamaterials and alter their 
nano-scale structure (we are 
talking here of scales several 
times smaller than microscop- 
ic) so that light can render them 
invisible. 


Metaphor of water 

Prof. Sir John Pendry, togeth- 
er with Doctors David Smith 
and David Schurig of Duke Uni- 
versity in North Carolina, uses 
the metaphor of water His 
team plans to make light waves 
flow around an object the same 
мау that water does. But light 
and water are not totally the 
same, so some tinkering has to 
be done. According to Pendry, 
when we place a pencil in mov- 
ing water, the water flows 
around it and closes up, which 
is not the case with light, which 
hits the pencil and scatters. So 
voila! They intend to put a coat- 
ing around the pencil to allow 
light not to scatter, thus making 
itinvisible. 

Incidentally, though, since 
their project is sponsored by the 
US Defense Advanced Projects 
‘Agency, their priority is to de- 
velop a cloak from radio waves, 
which they hope can be opera- 
tional ina couple of years. 


Creating a mirage 

‘The other cloaking team, led 
by British Prof. Ulf Leonhardt, is 
not shy about using magic, and 
freely uses the term “illusion.” 
Here the researchers intend to 
bend light around an object in 
such a way that it leaves the ob- 
ject in exactly the same way 
that it hits it, thus creating a mi- 
rage. The mathematics of the 
whole enterprise has already 
been worked out, and now itis 
time for implementation. 

Who knows, someday 
cloaked silent laptops may be- 
come available, and students 
and teachers can do their work 
in harmony. 

For more information on lap- 
tops in class and cloaking de- 
vices, go to hitp://www.usato- 
day.com/tech/news/2006-03- 
21-professor-laptop-an хит? 
and htrp://news.bbe.co.uk/ga/ 
pr/fz/-/2/hi/science/na- 
ture/5016068.stm. 

Email the author at bless- 
book @yahoo.com. 
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behavior during schoolwork.” 


says. 


Macapagal says that at the end of the. 
day, itis up to the parents to monitor and 
explain the content of shows and of cy- 


bermedia. 


the child), which requires paying atten- 

tion for longer periods of time, and stim- 

uli are not presented in the same way. 
“In other words, TV doesn't help for 


Not everything about TV is detrimen- 
tal to a child, however. "On the other 
hand, there are studies that show educa- 
tional TV shows are helpful" Ventura. 


According to her, the American Pedi- 
atric Association recommends only а 
‘maximum two hours of exposure to TV 
per day. Ventura even adds that one or 
two hours of educational TV would help 
the child gather more knowledge. 

“If the parents monitor the child's TV 
viewing from the start, the child will not 
be hooked on TV Pero pag nababad na 


stop)," Ventura warns. 
Violent programs 


the children's outlook in life. 


"We cannot judge today's children on 
the basis of our own (TV) exposure in 
our own days," says Dr. Cornelio G. Ba- 


naag, Cappi director. 


siya duon, mas mahirap pahintuin (But 
when the child develops the habit of 
overexposure, it becomes harder to 


The Child and Adolescent Psychia- 
tists of the Philippines (Cappi) observed 
that asa consequence of making TV a ba- 
by sitter, children get unnecessarily ex- 
posed to violent programs. Such expo- 
sure develops negative consequences in 


He cites as example large billboards 
alongside busy highways showing mod- 
els wearing only underwear. According 
to him, years ago these images would 
have been seen only in adult magazines. 

He also criticizes the reenactment or 
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dramatization of heinous crimes on TV 
He says that even if producers and edi- 
tors blurred the series of violent images 
to cushion the violence of the acts, the 
mind has already interpreted the act. 

“(TV violence) assaults our sensibili 
ties, our sense of propriety. Mabuti me- 
дуо nawala na yun (It’s good we're see- 
ing less of that),” Banaag says. 

"The younger the persons are exposed 
to these pictorial representations, 
whether it’s on TV newspaper, or radio, 
the greater the risk of damaging the de- 
veloping minds and the mental health of 
the individual," he adds. 

A University of Washington study cit- 
ed by Ventura ties TV viewing, video 
games and Internet use to aggression. 
and violent behavior, sedentary lifestyle, 
obesity and social isolation. The study 
says that the harm begins early in the 
preschool years and continues through 
adolescence. 


‘Touchy-feely robots’ 


ENGINEERS HAVE LONG SOUGHT TO 
develop a robotic system that acts like a hu- 
man hand. For now however, they make the 
distinction between robotic systems that have 
touch sensors and those with tactile sensors. 
The former identifies whether or not there is 
an object to grasp, while the latter distin- 
guishes the object's textures, its dimensions, 
and any forces acting upon it 

Most robotic systems are currently apply- 
ing touch sensors. For example, in the movie 
“Jurassic Park,” while watching the animated 
introductory video about how the island's sci 
entific team has brought the dinosaurs back 
to the amusement park, the cast 
watches a robot arm turn the di- 
nosaur eggs in the lab. Defily the 
multipronged metal "hand" 
reaches out to grab each egg, 
firmly enough to make sure it 
doesn't fall, and yet without 
exerting too much pressure to 
make the eggshell crack. 

Several industries employ 
robotic systems as such are 
described above for a variety 
of tasks—from lifting heavy or 
hazardous materials, to main- 
taining a contaminant-free envi- 
ronment for delicate tasks. Each 
robotic arm has a specific gripping 
appendage that has been programmed 
to exerta certain amount of force on an object 
to ensure that it is held securely and safely. 

Unlike humans, however, most robotic sys- 
tems aren't capable of deviating from their 
programming; an arm programmed to lift 
grand pianos onto assembly lines for exam- 
ple, would likely be unable to grip a carton of 
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eggs without crushing it if it hasn't been re- 
programmed beforehand. 


Adding tactile sensors 

In order to multitask then, researchers 
have long sought the ability to add 
tactile sensors to robotic systems. 
It appears that this wish may 
now come true with the inven- 
tion of such a sensor by chem- 
ical engineer Ravi Saraf and 
his graduate student Vivek 
Maheshwari from the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska as de- 
scribed in the June 9 issue of 

the journal Science. 

Tn order to "feel" an ob- 
ject, Maheshwari and Saraf 
created a small device com- 

posed of very thin, alternating 
conductive layers of gold and 
cadmium sulfide nanoparticles on 
„à top of an iridium-tin oxide (ITO) elec- 
trode. The top layer of the device is coated 
with plastic and acts like the sensor's finger- 
tips, gauging an objects characteristics and 
then converting the sensor readings into a vi- 
sual that is imaged by a charge-coupled de- 
vice (CCD) camera hooked up to the ITO 
electrode. The engineers claim that their 


sensor wil be less expensive than what's cur- 
rently on the market sinee it can self-assem- 
ble at room temperature and is flexible 
enough to be shaped around contoured ar- 
eas of different sizes. 


Sensitive sensor 

Maheshwari and Saraf tried to make their 
sensor as sensitive as that of a human finger- 
tip and demonstrated their sensor's capabili- 
ties in the paper by having it "feel" the surface. 
of an American penny. The images taken by 
the CCD when the coin simply placed on top 
of the sensor and then pressed down with 
minutely increasing levels of force demon- 
strate that as more pressure is applied, the 
resolution of the image, which would match 
up with the impressions that someone hold- 
ing a coin between 2 fingers would receive as 
he increases the strength of his hold on it. 

‘The tactile sensor Maheshwari and Saraf de- 
veloped is a step toward the long-term goal of 
creating a dexterous robotic hand that func- 
tions like а human's; able to feel its way 
through an environment that can't be seen by 
the naked eye. For example, doctors perform- 
ing microsurgery on a patient with the aid of 
tiny robotic systems armed with such sensors 
would be better able to distinguish not just or- 
gans but tissues or even cells by "feeling" out 
their shapes even though their own hands 
‘would be too big to fit into the incisions made. 

In the University of Nebraska press release, 
Saraf envisions someday using more sensitive 
tactile sensors to help oncologists find out if 
they've been able to detect and remove all the 
cancer cells during an operation. 


E-mail the author at massie@massie.com. 


Observe prudence when substituting 
one drug for another, experts remind 


By Charles E. Buban 


COULD ALMOST TWO SIMILAR DRUG 
compounds deliver the same efficacy and tol- 
erability? This is what amlodipine maleate 
manufacturers have asserted as they begin 
penetrating a market segment dominated by 
amlodipine besylate (Norvasc), a treatment 
for high blood pressure and chest pain treat- 
ment manufactured by Pfizer. 

‘Amlodipine maleate is different from am- 
lodipine besylate through a change in salt 
composition. 

Recently South African scientist Roger 
Karel Verbeeck said that amlodipine maleate 
possesses impurities that may have an impact 
on the performance of the drug compound. 

"The maleate salt of amlodipine, unlike the 
besylate salt, suffers from intrinsic chemical 
instability which results in the formation of 
an impurity with demonstrated biological ac- 
tivity, Verbeeck recently reported before doc- 
tors in Makati City. He also mentioned that for 
other salts used with amlodipine, impurities 
might likewise result. 


Further testing needed 

He said that even if bioequivalence be- 
tween two salt forms of medicines have been 
demonstrated and that any differences. in 
chemical properties, such as solubiliry, be- 
tween the two salts do not have any signifi- 
cant effect, Verbeeck warned this does not 
suffice to conclude that these preparations 
are therapeutically equivalent and as such, 
should warrant farther testing of its toxicity 
and stability. 

То be bioequivalent means that the com- 


pared medicine should be similar to its brand 
пате counterpart in dosage form, safety, 
strength, route of administration, quality per- 
formance characteristics and intended use. 
Once the manufacturer has scientifically 
demonstrated that their product is bioequiva- 
lent to the pioneering medicine, the practice 
is that the company is no longer being re- 
quired to replicate the extensive clinical trials 
that have already been used in the develop- 
ment of the pioneering medicine, making 
such modified drug accessible to the public 
without the benefit of being tried extensively. 
However, Dr. Francisco Tranquilino, a car- 
diologist and a training officer at the Philip- 
pine General Hospital believes there are other 
things that should be considered in compar- 
ing the pioneering medicine with its generic 
‘counterpart or other new chemical entities 


that show similar therapeutic effect. 
“Bioequivalence must not be the only re- 
quirement but more important is the clinical 
or therapeutic equivalence of these 
medicines. A drug's efficacy and safety must. 
be proven based on valid clinical trials,” he re- 
minded in agreeing with Verbeecl's report. 


Case's totality 

Besides, Tranquilino explained that in 
managing ‘patients, most doctors look at the 
totality of the case. “Doctors also consider the 
long-term effects and complications of a par- 
ticular medicine on the illness. It may be cost- 
wise to prescribe a cheaj counterpart 
drug—and even before its efficacy and safety 
is yet to be proven—but in the end, we may 
not be able to prevent the complications of 
the illness if it worsens," he said. 

"The doctor added that hospitalizations and 
other endpoints must also be considered say- 
ing that if a modified drug or even a new 
chemical entity is unable to match the thera- 
peutic efficacy and safety of the pioneering 
medicine, more expenses will be incurred in 
the long run. 

For Tranquilino, the proven efficacy and 
safety of pioneering medicines and che evi- 
dences from landmark trials involving them 
will sail make them popular despite the pres- 
ence ofits modified equivalents or new chem- 
ical entities that show similar therapeutic ef- 
fect. 

“Research should continue even when a pi- 
oneering medicine's patent expires, especially 
if there are still newer indications, enhance- 
ments that improve its efficacy or usage,” he 
said. 
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A culinary journey at Dusit 
The Cafe 


$x 


Hotel Nikko’s 


ТАКЕ A SOJOURN AT DUSIT HOTEL МІККОЅ 
‘The Café and partake on an epicurean adventure. 
to the best of Asian and Westem cuisine this July 
and August 2006. The Café is your passport to 
dining heaven with its daily thematic buffet offer- 


ings. 

Visit The Café for Mediterranean Mondays and 
discover the rich, layered yet unpretentious fla- 
vors of the Mediterranean and savor cuisine that 
spans from Morocco, Portugal, Spain, southern 
France, Italy and Greece. 

Every Tuesday, embrace the mystique of the 
Orient, as The Café showcase a wide selection of 
popular Asian cuisine for a taste of its celebrated 
‘way of life and rich culture. 

‘Excitement will run through your palates with 
the buffet selections of Flavors and Spices every 
Wednesday. The Café will feature various spices 
and curries in its dishes and gives you a sampling 
of"nonya” cooking of southern Asia. 

Thursday is a day of sizling meats, bodacious 


ribs and barbecues, ‘Outback Thursdays will not 
only showcase cooking of the "land down under” 
but will also include South American, Tex Mex 
syle barbecues. 

“Take pleasure in an intimate dining experience 
every Friday as The Café features cuisine from the 
northem regions of France, Italy and other parts 
of eastern Europe with ‘C'est si Bon Fridays.” 

Fora true feel of a beach luau, The Café unveils 
ап extensive selection of fresh ingredients for an 
on the spot grilling of your favorite meat and 
seafood items during Surf and Turf Saturdays. 

‘Sunday is indeed a special day for the whole 
family with The Café’s Family Brunch Buffet" En- 
joy the best selection of Asian and Intemational 
fare from all the thematic buffets. 

The daily thematic buffets of the Café, is priced 
at only P9S0++ for adults and Р475++ for chil- 
dren (Sto 12 years old) during lunch and dinner. 

For and dining reservations, call Dusit 
Hotel Nikko at 867-3333. 


SATURDAY, JULY 1, 2006 
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only at Cafe Astoria 

CAFÉ ASTORIA IS AN ALL-DAY DINING 
restaurant with a cool-modern ambiance 
and serves a selection of international and 
local cuisine. Whatever you choose, their 
ala carte menu is sure to have the perfect 
selection to get your day started. Pan 
Seared Lapu Lapu Fillet combined with 
tomato black bean puree and wok-fried 
kailan is a must try at the Café Astoria. 
Lunch buffet is served from Monday to 
Sunday, 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Ala carte menu 
is available all day seven days a week. As- 
toria Plaza is located at #15 J. Escriva 
Drive, Ortigas Business District, Pasig City. 
For inquiries and reservations call 687- 
1111 or visit www.astoriaplaza.com. As- 
toria Plaza is managed with distinction by 
Genesis Hotels and Resorts Corp. 


Tin Hau unveils new menus 


CHINESE CUISINE RECEIVES A BOOST 
from Mandarin Oriental, Manila as its pre- 
mier Chinese restaurant Tin Hau introduces 
new a la carte and set menus that offer a vari- 
ety of choices — from Chinese roasting, dried 
seafood varieties and abalone, live and fresh 
seafood, meat, poultry, noodles and rice, to 
vegetarian dishes. 

The exciting and extensive new offerings 
are the result of the combined expertise of Tin 
Hau’s Chinese culinary team headed by execu- 
tive Chinese chef Hann Furn Chen and restau- 
rant manager Ernest Lau. Together they con- 
ceptualized and developed the wide selection 
of innovative and gustatory creations. Among 
the new dishes to check out are: Roaste pipa. 
pigeon Cantonese style; Braised eight trea- 
sures’ shark's fin soup; Stewed sea cucumber 
and fish maw with minced beef in Szechuan 
spicy sauce; Stewed eel with garlic, mush- 
rooms and barbecue sauce; Stir-fried kung pao 
frog's legs with cashew nuts; Simmered oxtail 
in red wine sauce served with Chinese buns; 
Braised “Lo Han” chai wrapped in bean curd 
skin; and Chilled bird's nest with red dates, 
among many others. 

Five new set menus have also been created, 
which start at P938+++ per person for a 
minimum of two persons. The Jasmine, Lotus, 
Emperor, Phoenix, and Mandarin, feature 
sumptuous selections ranging from eight to 
ten courses each, offering diners wide enough 
choices for various celebrations, including the 
Four happiness barbecue meat combination 
platter; Braised sea cucumbers and mush- 
rooms with seasonal vegetables; Simmered 
pork ribs in Shao Xing wine served with 
steamed buns; Marinated baby pigeon in soy 
sauce; Wok-fried slipper lobsters with spring 
onion and ginger, to name some. 


With the new menus, restaurant manager 
Lau who knows discriminating Chinese food 
lover's palate through more than 20 years ser- 
vice in Hong Kong and Manila, says that be- 
ginning July 1, the restaurant rightfully focus- 
es on its a la carte specialities, limiting its buf- 
fet only at lunch on Sundays to Fridays and at 


quil ambience. 

Tin Hau delights diners with its new a la 
carte and set menus daily for lunch, 11:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and dinner, 6:30 p.m. to 
10:30 p.m. For enquiries and reservations, 
call Tin Hau at 750 8888 extension 2422 / 
2424. 


nights. This day also 
marks the debut of 
the tie-up with Lord 
Stow, when the 
creamy Portuguese 
tarts will be included 
in Tin Наше and 
Mandarin Deli's reg- 
ular dessert fare, 
with the option to 
pair it with Illy cof- 
fee, acclaimed by cof- 
fee lovers as one of 
the world’s best. 

Tin Haws new 
stylish look with its 
vibrant peach-col- 
ored table linens and 
all-white bone china 
add to a new feel to 
the restaurant's 
warm and elegant 
look, adds Lau. 

Set against the 
genre paintings and 
Screens and antique 
Chinese period cabi- 
mets and vases, Tin 
Hau is reminiscent of 
an old-fashioned Chi- 
mese home with its 
residential and tran- 


dinner on Saturday [— 
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PGRV GROUNDBREAKING AND LAUNCHING 


Philippine Estates Corp 
bagged the exclusive 
marketing of the 14-tower 
affordable residential 
condominiums in Valenzuela 
City. Shown in photo are James 
B. Palit-ang, chair and 
president of Noble Arch Realty 
& Construction Corp, 
developer of PGRV, wi 
Gallego, marketing manager of 
Philippine Estates Corp, at the 
signing of their exclusive. 
marketing agreement for the. 


future selling of PGRV. Also in 
photo are (from left, back), 
Nestor Lim (project manager), 
Joshua Mazo and Roland 
Peralta (sales officers), and. 


launching and 

ceremonies of thi 

affordable residen 
condominium project will be 
held on July 7, at the project 
site in Brgy. Maysan, 
Valenzuela City starting 9:30 
a.m. Everybody is invited. 


Jenny 


People, Eventse7Products 
Aktivade: Advocating health s 
through fitness and sporting events 


HEALTH AND FITNESS ARE ESSEN. 
tial to everyday living. With the fast 
paced life that Filipinos are starting to 
get used to, it is relevant to take some 
break and assess physical well being. 
One must maintain health in order to E 
adjust to the changing demandsof living = 
and in tum live a productive life. Akti- "Li; 
vade, the preferred sports drink, remains 
staunch to its health advocacy through £ 
sporting events and other activities 
aimed at promoting healthy living. 
‘Aktivade sponsored the recently 
concluded “Century Tuna Superbods 
Beach Fest” that launched Century Tu- 
паз first-ever search for people with undeniable X 
factor and passion for healthy and clean living as its 
next image models at Pier One in Boracay. 
Майе also sponsored the 3rd Boracay Inema- 
tional Dragon Boat Races- he forthcoming biggest in- 


fi temational Dragonboat competition in 
25% Asia - sanctioned by the Philippine 
UT Dragon Boat Federation. The event was 
УВ. made more extensive and challenging 
for the competitors as event organizers 
and counterparts agreed to create a cir- 
cui for paddlers worldwide that started 
in Hong Kong in the frst week of May, 
followed by Boracay in the second 

‘week, and Penang on the last week. 

Ў Be it a fitness and fun-filled activi 
ty or intensified competition, Akti- 
vade serves as the best sports drink. 
Formulated to quickly restore fluid, 
minerals, and energy that the body 

loses during prolonged exercise and activities, tak- 
ing Akiivade ensures staying fit to confront daily 
regimen of physical endeavors. 

For more details about Aktivade, please check 
wirwaktivade.com. 


BIG SCOOP JOINS FOOD EXPO 

Big Scoop Ice Cream, is a specialty ice 
cream that services institutional accounts 
such as restaurants, hotels, bars, resorts, 
coffee shops. It comes in different flavors 
such as avocado, mango, ube, chocolate, 
vanilla, strawberry, and mocha. This year, 
Big Scoop will be one of the more than 500 
exhibitors of the biggest international food 
event of the country, World Food Expo 
2006 or simply known as Wofex slated Aug. 
2t05, at the World Trade Center, Manila, 
Philippines. For more information, log оп 
to www.wofex.com or call 929-7993, 435- 
4790, 920-8136, 929-7963, 426-9603, or e= 
mail info@PEPGroup.com. 
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AGUSAN DEL SUR ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
San Francisco, Agusan del Sur 
"Tél Nos (085) 343-8455, 242-3280 
Telefax No. (085) 839-2275 


INVITATION TO BID 


The Agusan del Sur Electric Cooperative, Inc., an electric 
cooperative with Main Office address located at San Francisco, Agusan 
dei Sur, invites all qualified suppliers to bid for the purchase of one (1) 
unit brand new 5 MVA Power Transformer; Brand - Shiniin, Taiwan. 

Pre-bidding conference shall be conducted on July 12, 2008, 
9:00 in the morning at the ASELCO Main Office Board Room, San 
Francisco, Agusan del Sur. Opening of sealed bids shall be done on 
the same date and venue at 1:00 in the afternoon in the presence of 
bidders’ representatives, Procurement, Bids, and Awards Committee, 
and witnesses. Bidders are required to pay a non refundable fee in 

I|. the amoun of Php 1,000.00 for the bid documents. 

Interested bidders may visit the office or call Engr. Leonilo A. 

Lolong, PBAC Chair for more information. 
(559) URSULO E. ANUTA 
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Classified * пухочкеаыр. 
Ads: ALDRIN 01829-2979 


BANK ACQUIRED ASSET FÜR SALE. 
Location: Along Road Right of Way, 
Brgy. Mahariica East, Tagaytay City 
Description: Vacant Agro-Residential Lot 
Area: 11,572.00 sqms. (more or less) 
* subject to bank's approval and change 
without prior notice to the public * 
For inquiries, please call: 
UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK 
‘Asset Management and 
Disposition Division 
Hotline No. 8119797 


City Government 
of Olongapo & 
Department of 
Foreign Affairs 
on Page A19 
and 

Department of 
Energy 

on Pages A22, 
A25, B2 & B4 


^S ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 

Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte, PHILIPPINES 2913. 
Tel. No. (077) 04-75-46 & 47; 784-71-26 & Fax No. (077) 784-71-25 
INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION AND FOR BIDS 


The llocos Norte Electric Cooperative, Inc. has applied for a loan from the. 
Development Bank of the Philippines to finance the construction of its 69 
KV power line and invites electrical contractors who are PCAB registered to 
apply for pre-qualification and to submit bids for the said project: 


The project includes the furnishing of labor and materials for the construction 
of about 37 Kilometers of 69 KV fine in the Province of llocos Norte. 
Interested contractors and suppliers may obtain their pre-qualification forms 
‘and bid documents from the INEC main office starting July 17, 2006. 
Pre-qualficaton documents must be received by this office not later than 
‘August 07, 2006. Only those pre-qualified shall be invited to bid for the 
project. 


INEC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any defect or 
informality, assume no obligation whatsoever o indemnity to the bidders any 
‘expense or loss that the bidder may incur in the preparations of is bid and 
to accept the bid most advantageous to INEC. 


(504) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 
General Manager 


ILOCOS NORTE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. 
» Dingras, locos Norte 2913 
Te. # 784-7125 0.26 784-7547 Faxd 784-7125 TIN 000-716-369 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 


The locos Norte Electic Cooperative, nc s inving proposals ог ће supply and 
delivery of an ACCOUNTING SOFTWARE customized for electric 
cooperatives. 
The project includes the traning of personnel and on a complete and operational 
with after sales support basis. 
Interested suppliers may send their proposals starting July 10, 2006 unl July 14, 
2006 addressed to: 

THE BAC CHAIRMAN 

Tocos Norte Electric Cooperative, inc. 

Suyo, Dingras, locos Norte 
INEC reserves the right to reject any or all bids, to waive any defect or infomally, 
assume no obligation whatsoever of indemnity io the bidders any expense or loss 
that he bidder may incur in the preparations of їз bid and to accept the bid most 
advantageous to INEC. 

(594) ROMILLAS C. PASCUAL 


General Manager 
gu-ser iic 
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15% Downpayment 
Up to 12 Years to pay 
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- Engr. MAXIMIANO C. SORIANO, JR. 


о Dagupan City, SFDM, Q.C. & Beverly Hills, Antipolo City 
died in Los Vegas, NV. on June 15, 2006 at the age of 74 


His loving wife Dr. Teresita Carlos: his children: Loribeth Soriano-Mejia and Melvin. 
P. Soriano; his parents Maximiano Е. Soriano, Sr. (t) & Angela B. Castillo (t): his siblings 
and in-laws: Eufemia (+) & Dr. Romualdo Tadena, Sr. (+), Jacinto Servo & Rosita 
Fernandez, Ma. Salud (+) & Engr. Casimiro Bacugan, Sr. Gloria & Augusto Cruz. 
‘Angel & Lilia de Guzman, Praxedes & John Torres, Franderoose & Olivia Cachero; his 
nephews, nieces, other relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal 


repose of his soul. 


His remains Не in state at La Funeraria Paz, Araneta Avenue, Quezon City. 


Interment will be on Tuesday, July 4, 2006 at the Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City 
after the 9:00 a.m. Mass at La Funeraria Paz, Quezon City. 


lam 
the way, 
the truth 
and ' 
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blessing of her life. 
Her rem: 


the La Funeraria Paz Crematorium, 


po 
i TAN SIU GIN 


а (МЕМА ТАМ ЈАО) 
of Sta. Cruz, Marinduque & Manila 


Pencefully joined her Creator on June 29, 2006 
at the age of 96. 

Her beloved husband, Jao Bio Chiong (t); loving children. 
Sancho & Isabel, Eufronio (Efren) & Mary, Renato 
(Rene) & Maxima, Adalia & Victor Uy (t), Dionisio (Jun) 
& Rosario, Helen (t) & Henry Tan, Liberato (Levi) & Ana 
‘Maria; grandchildren & great grandchildren, relatives and 
fcd reuse the pious readers to pray for the eternal repos 
of her soul. 


E 


Her remains lie in state at Chapel 1 (Ascencion), La Funeraria 
Paz, C.M. Recto Ave., Mani 


Interment will be on Thursday, July 6, 2006 at Manila 


CONSUELO RUNEZ CORONEL 


Peacefilly joined our Lord 
on June 28, 2006 at the age of 71. 


/ Her loving husband, Narding; children, Bradley and Doris, Alfred, 
Diane and Bong; grandchildren, Bryan, Mari and Cheska; brothers, Richie 
and Rudy (+); sisters, Rose, Fin and Merci give thanks to the Lord for the 


$ 


ns lie in state at the Mr. Carmel Church, New Manila, Quezon 


Cremation will be tomorrow, July 2, 2006 after the 10:00 a.m. Mass at 


Valentin “Ito” M. Ventura 


of Aparri, Cagayan 


His wife Annie; loving children Peachy ond Jun, Jun-jun and 
Irene, Macky and Mario, Chito and Mima, Freddie and Marge; 
grandchildren Gelo, Bea, Issa, Clarice, Elrick, Michie, Marga, 
‘Anika, Joriz, Twins; brother Fermin, nephews and nieces and 
other relatives request the pious reader to pray for the eternal 
repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at Chapel 2, Loyola Memorial Park, 
Marikina City. 


Interment will be at the Loyola Memorial Park, 


c Marikina after the 4:00 p.m. Mass 


tomorrow, July 2, 2006. 


OBITUARY REQUIREMENTS: 1 
ө Copy of Death Certificate © Any ideatification document (LD.) 


PORO POINT MANAGEMENT CORPORATION 
‘A Subsidiary of Bases Conversion Development Authority 


Invitation to Apply for Eligibility and to Bid 


 Consillancy Services for the Detailed Engineering Design 
of the San Fernando Aiport 
‘Ta proposed development covers an approximate land aroa of 40 hectares. The ecitas loa designed 
bye corso shat поиде бе aria movenen ra rm. tay ad apron) Navigatora! 
а ated хуор som. peat ance, contro ono crash and Ie esc acies, passenger 
lema burg, adnsstatr putang. veneur parkng ars, and drainage. atr, pover and 
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For visiting us and being with us in our time of 
sorrows... 

For praying with us and for us... 

For the Mass cards and messages of sympathy and 
condolence.. 

For the beautiful flowers to express compassion... 

For joining us in our nightly vigils... 

For attending the Masses and funeral rites... 

For thinking of us in our hour of grief... 

For all that you have done to console our hearts... 


Our sincerest. gratitude. 
Тот the family of the late 
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Conchita (Chit) 4 
Morales Sebial 
Peacefully joined our Lord 
on June 29, 2006 at the age of 60. 


Her loving husband Armin “AKS”; 
her children Francis, Patrick, Brian and 
Jan; her brother, sisters, in-laws, nephews, 
nieces and relatives give thanks to the Lord 
for the blessing of her life. 


She lies in state at the Agoncillo Chapel, 
La Funeraria Paz-Sucat, Parafiaque. 


Interment will be tomorrow, July 2, 
2006 after the 1:00 p.m. Mass at Manila 
Memorial Park, Sucat. 
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Foreign debt up 2.1% to $55.3B 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE PHILIPPINES’ FOREIGN DEBT STOCK 
rose 2.1 percent to $55.3 billion or 53.9 percent 
of the country’s domestic output as of end- 
March due to the issuance of new debt paper. 

Last January, the national government issued 
$2.1 billion in global bonds to take advantage of 
lower interest rates in the foreign debt market. 

Partly due to substantial borrowings made 
early this year, the share of public sector ac- 
‘counts to total outstanding external debt rose 
by less than a percentage point during the 
quarter to reach 68.2 percent. 

BSP Governor Amando Tetangco Jr. said the 
maturity profile of the country's debt remained 
favorable, with medium and long-term ac- 
‘counts accounting for 89 percent of the total. 

‘These loans, with original tenors of more 
than one year, had a weighted average matu- 
rity of 17.6 years 


Public sector borrowings had a longer aver- 
age term of 20 years, compared to 10.2 years 
for the private sector. 

Official creditors consisting of multilateral 
and bilateral institutions accounted for 38.9 
percent of total debt, followed by foreign 
holders of bonds and notes at 33.9 percent, 
and foreign banks and other financial institu- 
tions, at 21.8 percent. 

For the first quarter of 2006, the BSP also re- 
ported that the country’s external debt service 
ratio, or the percentage of total principal and in- 
terest payments to total exports of goods and 
receipts from services and income, further im- 
proved to 12.7 percent from 13.3 percent in De- 
cember and 14.9 percent a year ago. 

“The ratio, which remained well below the 
20 percent international benchmark, indi- 
cates that the country has sufficient foreign 
exchange earnings to service current maturi- 
ties of its foreign obligations," Tetangco said. 


FINANCE UNDERSECRETARY GABRIEL 
Singson Jr., who was in charge of the gov- 
emments privatization efforts, has quit his 
post to join the private sector. 

“I just felt it was time to move on. But I 

the opportunity to serve in 
government," Singson, son of former BSP 
Governor Gabriel Singson, said yesterday, 
his last day at the Department of Finance. 

Singson joined the DOF in February last 
year. 

He headed the government's team that 
‘worked on the privatization of state-owned 
assets like the Philippine National Bank, 
and the former Manila Gas and Interna- 
tional School sites. 

‘After failed attempts to privatize the for- 
mer IS property, the government finally 
sold itlast month. 

‘The 48,832-square meter prime proper- 
ty in Makati City was sold for P1.432 bil- 
lion. 

‘The national government and the Philip- 
pine Deposit Insurance Corp. was also able 
to generate P8.14 billion from the sale of 
Philippine National Bank. 


leaves BSP 


Another PS74 million was generated 
from the sale of the former Manila Gas 
property in Manila. 

He said that the privatization team at the 
DOF would continue working on the sale of 
other government-owned assets. 

Already in the pipeline are the Al- 
Amanah Savings Bank and government 
shares in Maynilad. 

"There's a very competent team now in 
place to take charge of privatization,” he 
said. 

‘Singson said Teves has already accepted 
his resignation. 

Prior to his stint at the DOR Singson was 
chair of investment firm SR Capital Holdings 
Inc. and held executive posts in companies 
including Macondray & Co. Inc, where he 
served as chief operating officer. Macondray 
is the holdings firm of Del Monte. 

The resignation of Singson followed the 
recent resignation of the Jose A.R. Bengzon 
III, head of the Privatization Management 
Office (PMO), which also helps govern- 
ment in the privatization program. 

Michelle V Remo 
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Japanese more optimistic 


Jetro survey shows slight improvement in sentiment 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


JAPANESE FIRMS’ BUSINESS SENTI- 
ment on the country improved by a 
hair's breadth from last months’ four- 
year-low of negative 15.5, according 
to a monthly survey by Japan Exter- 
nal Trade Organization. 

The survey showed that Japanese 
firms doing business in the country 
gave the business environment a rat- 
ing of negative 15.4 and that the out- 
look would hit a negative 10.4. 

The ratings measure year-on-year 
changes in business outlook for the 
current month and the next two or 


three months. The ratings are ex- 
pressed as diffusion indices, which 
show the difference between positive 
and negative responses. 

Philippine ratings reached negative 
25.8 in March 2002, bottomed at nega- 
tive 40.9 in December 2001 and peaked 
at an alltime high of 2.9 in September 
2004 before dipping to current ratings. 

According to Jetro's latest poll, lo- 
cal ratings reflected those in the re- 
gion as sentiment for the five original 
members of the Association of South- 
east Asian Nations reached negative 
8, keeping it on the downside for the 
seventh straight month. 


Indonesia received the worst rating at 
negative 31.4 while Singapore earned 
the only positive diffusion index at 19.4. 

Jetro said its latest survey contained 
а new question about whether prices 
and interest rates had an impact on re- 
spondents’ current business sentiment. 

About 57 percent of respondents 
linked price rises to falling sentiment, 
while some 34 percent blamed rising 
interest rates. 

Јето explained that the aim of the 
survey was to provide up-to-date infor- 
mation on business conditions in the 
Asian economy to help companies 
velop more effective business strategies. 


Further rise in excise taxes under study 


By Michelle V. Remo 


FINANCE SECRETARY MARGARITO 
Teves said the government could look 
at further increasing the excise taxes 
on cigarettes and alcohol to shore up 
revenues. 

‘Teves said that although the gov- 
ernment just implemented an excise 
tax hike last year, there was room for 
another increase. 

He noted that the excise tax rates 
in the Philippines were lower than in 
other countries. 

“In the case of sin products, we 
(Filipino consumers) аге still one of 
the least taxed. This is one area where 
there is room for adjustment of the 
rates,” Teves said in an interview. 

The Sin Tax Law, or Republic Act 
No. 9334; increased the excise tax 
rates on cigarettes to the following: 
P2a pack for cigarettes costing below 
P5 a pack and P6.35 for those costing 
between PS and P6.50. 

For cigarette packs costing more 
than P6.50 but not more than P10, 


the excise tax rate a pack is P10.35; 
and for cigarette packs costing more 
than P10, the applicable tax is P25 
per pack. 

The Sin Tax Law was part ofthe fis- 
cal reform agenda strongly pushed 
for legislation by the Arroyo adminis- 
tration to help meet the medium- 
term goal of a balanced budget. 

Fiscal authorities were originally 
eyeing much higher excise tax rates, 
but were later on forced to agree on 
what were deemed as watered 
down rates amid lengthy debates 
and opposition by industry players 
that opposed the fiscal reform mea- 
sure. 

‘Teves said that despite the imple- 
mentation of other revenue-raising 
measures, more are still needed to en- 
sure that the government is kept on 
track to meet its fiscal targets. 

But the finance chief was quick to 
add that any legislative proposals, in- 
cluding the one to further increase 
the excise tax rates, would have to be 
studied first and discussed in detail 


mext year the earliest. 

‘Teves said that while raising excise 
tax rates was a practical measure to 
study, there was no urgency in lobby- 
ing for itin Congress. 

He said the Department of Finance 
and its attached revenue-collecting 
agencies*the Bureau of Internal Rev- 
enue and the Bureau of Cus- 
toms*would focus this year solely on 
generating the expected revenues 
from fiscal reform measures that have 
already been in place. 

Existing measures include the VAT 
Reform Law, which expanded the 
coverage of the value-added tax and 
raised the VAT rate from 10 to 12 per- 
cent, and tightening of tax auditing 
bythe BIR. 

‘Teves said efforts of fiscal authori- 
ties this year should be dedicated to 
improving revenue-collection effi- 
ciency of both revenue-collecting 
agencies to meet the 2006 fiscal tar- 
get of reducing the budget deficit to 
only P125 billion from last years 
P146.8 billion. 


The Corporate Social Responsibility Expo 2006 e July 5-7 


Day 1 -2 Leaming sessions will be at Every Nation Leadership 


Institute, 32nd St. comer Parkway Avenue, University Park, Bonifacio Global City 
(in between Market! Market! and International School Manila) 


Day 3 sessions will be at 3rd fir. Trade Hall A, Market! Market! 


Market! Market! 


*Be inspired! Attend the CSR Conference Sessions and Exhibits 
at Every Nation Leadership Institute. 


* Be informed! Attend the CSR 101 Learning Sessions at the 3rd/f Trade Hall A, 


Participate in over 35 Plenary 


Knowledge Camp and the Wellness Camp. 


Register now for this FREE event at Tel. 
No. 757-3500 loc. 330 / Fax: 757-3510 to 12 


Together, let's learn, network and live the vibrant Philippine CSR experience! 


and Breakout Sessions and view over 50 
CSR Exhibits including the Art Zone, Entrep Trading Post, Green Camp, 
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* Be engaged! Attend the CSR Exhibits and the Volunteerism and Employee - 
Engagement Marketplace at Market! Market! or email: csrexpo2006@teamasia.com and 


log on to: www.lcf.org.ph 
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Rains can be proper 
buyers’ best a! 


By Tessa R. Salazar 


EAVY RAINS CAN CER- 
H tainly trigger floods, dam- 
age roads and generally 
soak everyone in a gloomy mood. 


ers from the hunt? 

‘Apparently not. Property experts say that, 
on the contrary, the onset of the rainy season 
should be the perfect time to look for proper- 
ty—whether you're planning to buy a vacant. 
Jot, a beach home, commercial property or a 
residential home, The inclement weather 


will let you see things you wouldn't see dur- 


Butshould they keep property buy- 


Being a mover and a shaker can be a very draining experience, 
especially in the frenetic pace of Makati. Getting boxed in by all the 
big decisions can take its toll on you, especially when you are unable 
to reward yourself for all the hard work that you put in. An entire day 
can leave you too drained and burnt out to even reap the rewards of 
your success. 


At Mactan Tower, coming home is a reward in itself. Soak in the 
incredible sunset and the sea breeze at the shore as you relish the 
day's end, or stretch your legs with an invigorating bike ride around 
the bay. Or spend valuable moments with family and friends and 
recharge yourself at the exciting establishments around the area, such 
as the Mall of Asia, Blue Wave and Malate Circle. Although it may seem 
like a world away, Mactan Tower is a mere half an hour's drive from 
the hustle and bustle of your Макай office. 


Spectacular living is just within your reach at Mactan Tower, with 
new and incredibly easy payment terms and affordable deals. 
Experience the bayside lifestyle and check out our available units now. 
Call 551 0888 to see what's walting for you by the bay. 


a 3 
Mactan lower | 


ly 


ing the dry season. ў 
‘Amado de Jesus, а practising green architect, 
says that the rainy season is the best time to 
check for soil erosion and poor sewerage and 
drainage system in the area. He asks, "If the 
next lot is higher, especially at the back, where 
does water flow? Does it flow into your lot?” 
RAINSIB2.2 


Кы ы 


TAN TOWER ` 


"Come home to the bay. 
x җы: 


үтте 


ЕРЕЕН 
y 
PEE 


желм ыша 


т) 


For announcement purposes oniy- 


' ë 


82-2 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER" 


PROPERTY 


Developers ask further f 
decrease of interest rates == 


By Charles E, Buban 


HE HOME DEVELOP- 

ment Mutual Fund, more 

popularly known as the 
Pag-Ibig Fund, has recently 
lowered its interest rates on so- 
‘cialized housing loans from 11 
Percent to nine percent. 
T But for a number of developers 
"around the country, such a reduction is 
Jill not enough. 

“A lot of our home buyers today have 
very little disposable income to invest in 
housing as they are feeling the impact of 
the rising cost of living brought about by 
the ever-increasing prices of fuel, food 
and other commodities,” said Ed Alunan, 
‘Subdivision and Housing Developers As- 
sociation national VB who is also presi- 


UST campus at Georgia Club highlights Lagun 


"UST Board member and business taipan 
Lucio Tan led the ceremonial transfer of 
seedlings from UST Manila to its new 45- 
hectare ‘campus in Sta, Rosa. 


dent of Bacolod-based developer, Alunan 
Realty. 

He said that despite Pag-Ibig's posting 
a record P7.38 billion net income in 
2005—the highest in its 25-year histo- 
ty—the agency's present interest rate is 
comparable to what some private finan- 
cial institutions and banks are offering 
for some high-end real estate develop- 
ments (at 9.5 percent), 


Poor sales mark 

Delays in loan approval and inability 
to complete the payment have resulted 
in poor sales mark of socialized housing 
projects, reported Alunan adding that as 
a result, many of its member developers 
fell short of their sales target with regard 
to their socialized housing projects. 

“Pag-Ibig is mandated to provide 
cheap and affordable housing and lower- 
ing the interest rate to nine percent may 


THE RECENT GROUNDBREAKING FOR 
the new University of Sto. Tomas campus, 
to be located a stone throw away from 
Brittany Corp.'s exclusive Georgia Club 
community in Sta. Rosa, Laguna, under- 
scores the economic growth and impor- 
tance of the metro south. The ground- 
breaking for the 45-hectare campus was 
attended by business taipan Lucio Tan, a 
member of the UST Board, as well as other 
business and government leaders. 

The soon-to-rise campus represents a 
major investment and addition to the 
educational community in the region, 
with a teaching hospital and facilities 
that will offer degree programs in 
health care, and other university degree. 
Programs to produce graduates who 
will be able to find good employment in 
the region, now one of the country’s 
brightest economic growth areas. 

The lineup of quality academic insti- 
tutions in Laguna which UST will join 
includes De La Salle University-Can- 
lubang, St. Scholastica's College, Don 
Bosco and the Ateneo Graduate School, 
as well as Acacia School which offers 
pre-school education. 


Gross income leader 
Laguna, the first province south of 
the metro, is home to 17 industrial es- 


Avida tailors home loans 
to fit customers' needs 


WITH INTEREST RATES ON HOME 
loans plunging to new lows, residen- 
tial buyers are being offered a range 
of options by financial institutions 
and real estate developers to entice 
them to buy that dream home. Not 
since the 1997 financial crisis have in- 
terest rates been this low, according 
to Didit Mauricio, head of Buyer's Fi- 
nancing Unit of Avida Land Corp. 

Mauricio attributes the downward 
spiral of interest rates to low T-Bill 
rates and the keen competition in the 
banking industry. Indirectly affecting 
the interest rates is the strong inflow 
of OFW remittances, which helps 
strengthen the peso resulting in lower 
interest rates. 


Financing schemes 
‘Avida Land, for instance, offers vari- 
‘ous financing schemes so that the 
prospective homeowner can cover the 
standard down payment of 20 percent 
'of the total price and the monthly in- 
‘tallment payments of the balance 
spread over 15 years at the maximum. 
ìt is the leading developer of affordable 
homes in the P1 to РЗ million price 
ange with projects in 13 locations in 
‘Metro Manila and selected provinces. 
Avida Land studies have revealed 
that home buyers have the financial 
‘eapacity to pay the monthly amorti- 


not be enough. 1 strongly believe that if 
the agency further reduces its rates to 
five percent, such a scenario would en- 
courage more of Pag-Ibig members to in- 
vest in real properties,” Alunan said. 

‘Aside from the suggestion to lower so- 
cialized housing loan to five percent, 
Alunan also suggested adjusting the low- 
Cost housing loan (amounting to 
P750,000) to seven percent interest rate, 
and economic housing (amounting up to 
P2 million) to nine percent interest rate 
would also be beneficial. 


Amortization level 


He expounded that at five percent lev- 
el, the monthly amortization for a 25- 


year term housing loan will drop to 
Р1,750 (as compared to P2,520 of nine 
percent). 

“There are several benefits that could 
be enjoyed if this is implemented includ- 


tates that account for a large share of 
the country’s exports. In fiscal year 
2004, Laguna led all local government 
units nationwide in gross income, with 
more than P1.3 billion. Its municipali- 
ties of Biñan and Cabuyao ranked sec- 
ond and third nationwide with gross in- 
comes of P500 million and P443 mil- 
lion, respectively, in the municipality 
category. 

For its part, the municipality of Sta. 
Rosa, one of the country’s fastest grow- 
ing investment sites, is an ideal place of 
residence for professionals and their 
families. Dubbed the “Silicon Valley” of 


ing making socialized housing (package 
amounting to P300,000) attractive to 
more families; increase the rate of home 
construction throughout the country 
(thus, benefiting other industries and 
the economy in general considering that 
housing caes a high multiplier effect); 
as well as developers would encounter 
fewer buy backs,” explained Alunan. 

He added that across the Asean re- 
gion, interest rates are going for as low 
as three percent (for the socialized 
class), so Pag-Ibig would have a compari- 
son. 


Interest rates vary 

In its defense, Jaime Fabiana, Pag-Ibig 
Fund deputy chief executive and EVE. 
during the recent Developers’ Forum in 
Bacolod City explained that interest 
rates vary based on market rates of every 
country adding that any rate reduction 


the Philippines, and the IT hub of the 
South because of the electronics and 
semiconductor firms in the area, Sta. 
Rosa is also known as the country's "Lit- 
tle Detroit," being the home of major 
car manufacturers and assemblers, 

‘Laguna is endowed with an advanta- 
geous natural topography and environ- 
ment that includes plentiful under- 
ground water reserves pegged at 300 
million gallons, and a host of leisure 
and vacation destinations. 

Brittany CEO Jing Serrano said the lo- 
cation of the UST campus adjacent to 
Georgia Club is part of the master-plan- 


will affect Pag-Ibig's entire portfolio. 

He also explained that housing bor- 
rowers account for only five percent of 
the total six million Pag-Ibig members 
(the rest are composed of savers) and 
any reduction in the agency's income 
will affect the members dividends. 

In response, Alunan offered another 
idea: "What if Pag-Ibig take out 100,000 
socialized housing units? The interest 
rate ‘subsidy’ would only cost the agency 
P76.382 million a month or Р916.584 
million for one year. I believe this could 
easily be accommodated considering, 
Pag-ibig's huge earnings. 

“Let us remember that there are 3.8 
million Filipino families in need of a de- 
scent shelter. If we could make socialized 
housing—as well as the low cost and 
economic home packages—more attrac- 
tive, we may be able to decrease this 
number significantly” hoped Alunan. 


a’s growth 


ning for the upscale community "We 
have picked locations in the south, such 
a5 Sta. Rosa, for key reasons. There is 
land available for the development of up- 
scale communities, freedom from con- 
gestion and pollution, and compared to 
the north, east and west of Metro Manila, 
there is a better road network,” she 
added. 


Various advantages 

The new UST campus together with. 
Georgia Club offers various advan- 
tages, such as refreshing, secluded en- 
virons with a scenic view of Mt. Makil- 
ing, the proximity of leisure facilities 
like Sta. Elena Golf and Country Club, 
and being able to avoid traffic from in- 
dustrilized areas of Laguna. 

Georgia Club is envisioned to attract. 
executives of industrial enterprises in 
the metro south as well as up-market 
families with business and profession- 
al interests in Makati and places far- 
ther south. A partnership venture be- 
tween Brittany and the Quiros family, 
Georgia Club is a milestone in the 
property sector, especially with the 
new UST campus to be built within it, 
underscoring the rapid business, in- 
dustrial and residential development 
inthe area. 


One of a kind columbary 
structure being built in QC 


zation which could be less than 
P10,000 spread over 10 years for a 
studio unit. However, most of them 
would have difficulty raising the 20 
percent down payment, 

“To ease the burden, the leading de- 
veloper in the affordable sector has 
two financing schemes to cover the 
«80 percent bulk of the package as well 
as the required down payment. 

For bank financing, which is the most 
popular option, the Avida home buyer 
can spread the 20 percent equity over a 
period ranging from eight to 12 months, 
discloses Mauricio. The remaining 80 
percent can be paid in monthly amorti- 
zations over a period of up to 10 years 
with a fixed interest rate of 11.5 percent. 
Interest rates have not been this kind to 
prospective homeowners in years, 
points out Mauricio. In 1997, she recalls 
real estate loans reached a momentary 
peak of 36 percent. 

А second Avida option makes use 
of in-house financing and allows the 
20 percent down payment to be 
spread over 12 months for a 0 percent 
interest rate fee. The remaining 80 
percent balance is payable from five 
to 10 years with an 18 percent inter- 
est rate—the lowest in-house financ- 
ing rate in the industry. Other devel- 
opers usually charge 20-24 percent, 
notes Mauricio. 


‘Rains can be property... 


According to De Jesus, some subdi- 
‘visions have poor drainage systems. 
‘During storms, flood water pours into 
the next subdivision. 


‘siltation problem 
Alexis A. Acacio, an associate pro- 
fessor of civil engineering at the Uni- 
‘versity of the Philippines, says that 
“visiting the site during the rains will 
«show the area's traffic behavior as 
well. It would also show if the roads 
"have a siltation problem (prone to d 
“veloping mud), Mud on the road is 
telltale indication of the “looseness 
of the soil where the road is situated. 
‘One should first look at the “ingress 
and egress” of the location, or the ac- 
cessibility of the location’ as access 
‘ronds are as important as the site it- 
self, 


“Tha diffienlt realities von will see 


during the rainy season,” he stresses. 


Tell-tale signs 

Aside from ocular inspection, Aca- 
cio adds that potential buyers should 
ask residents if the area floods when 
it rains. Two tell-tale signs of chronic 
flooding are the presence of sandbags 
and unusually elevated homes in the 
area. 

The rainy season can also reveal 
poorly maintained, thus dangerous, 
electrical systems. However, electri- 
cal inspections should be conducted 
with the assistance of professionals, 
Acacio stresses, 

Another indicator is a wet ceiling, 
which would hint of a leaky roof, 

“When itis not raining, be watchful 
of watermarks in the ceiling. These 
are signs of a defective roof system," 
Acacio says. 

Acacio also mentions porous walls 
firewalls and walls that are continu- 
ouslv exposed to rainfall manifest 


AVIDA Lond's easy payment options 
offer various financing schemes that 
can cover the down payment and the 
monthly installment payments of the 
balance for condo units like the Avida 
Towers New Manila. 


Beyond these financing schemes, 
Avida Land can tailor fit a financing 
scheme for potential home buyers de- 
pending on their income level and ex- 
pected cash flow. 

For the month of June, Avida Land 
gave a seasonal bonus knowing full 
Weli that most homeowners would be 
also be paying tuition expenses. 
Those who make reservations this 
month will enjoy a 50 percent re- 
duced reservation fee of P10,000 and 
up to 75 percent discount based on 
the first monthly amortization for the 
deferred 20 percent down payment. 


From page 82-1 


IN THIS 21ST CENTURY, THE COLUMBARY 
as a burial option is gaining popularity anew 
because burial space is fast becoming scarce. 
"This is particularly true of highly urbanized 
cities the world over, Metro Manila included. 

The Ascension Columbary is now rising on 
‘Araneta Avenue in Quezon City to provide 
the metropolis with the most modern colum- 
bary in the country to date as a burial option. 
The very first structure of what will be a spa- 
cious cluster of buildings comprising the first 
stage of The Ascension Columbary is target- 
ed for completion in November. 


Architectural landmark 

The Ascension Columbary will be an archi- 
tectural landmark characterized by а land- 
scape with a modern take on an ancient type. 
of building. The said first structure is envi- 
sioned to have a look of an elegant, dignified 
shaped wonder done in oft: white colors 

Jojo Tolentino, president and CEO of 
RMJM Philippines, the architectural fum 
tasked to design the one-ofa-kind building, 
stressed that the design of The Ascension was 
specifically an offtake from the artistic 
metaphor which is that ofa bishops miter. 


Bishop's miter 
‘The Bishop's miter, he said, is enlarged 


to the nth degree which is placed on the 
ground with windows and doors and glass 


accents on mainly off-white concrete that is 
finally accentuated with unadorned cross. 

The miter on the ground will be a five-story 
structure housing a reception area and function 
rooms on the first floor—all designed to be wel- 
‘coming to those visiting their dear departed. 
"The second floor will have a nondenomination- 
al chapel where services of various religious 
faiths can be held even as said space will serve as 
a regular church forthe community the colum- 
bary will be part of Third, fourth and fifth floors 
will contain the vaults where ums will be kept. 

Developers of The Ascension project, par- 
ticularly its president and chair, Celedonio А. 
Pile Jr. and former Metro Pacific chair and 
СЕО Ricardo S. Pascua have made sure that 
‘The Ascension Columbary enjoys masterful 
designs from RMJM Philippines. 


‘THE ASCENSION COLUMBARY 


ConstRUCTSCOPE 


Cebu launch Virtuoso Silk Touch 


leaks and moisture if they are not 
properly made and maintained. 

If a property is adjacent or near a 
river or lake, check the site during 
heavy rainfall and watch for over- 
flows. 

‘Also take note of warped cabinets. 
17 the wall behind the cabinet has а 
water leak, then the wooden cabinet. 
would naturally warp. 


Thorough inspection 

Civil engineer Enrico Cruz, lecturer 
of the Urban Institute of Real Estate 
and Construction, advises property 
buyers to conduct a thorough inspec- 
tion of the location, and if possible to 
do it with a certified civil engineer. 

Cruz also agrees that interviewing 
residents would be helpful in under- 
standing the advantages and risks in 
thearea, 

"Tor example, if garbage seems to 
ramp up, that could be attributed to 
flooding," Cruz reveals, 


PERCEIVED AS THE BIGGEST BREAKTHROUGH IN THE LOCAL PAINT MARKET BY TOP ARCHITECTS 
and interior designers today, Virtuoso Silk Touch elicited positive feedback from partners and clients 
after the live demonstration ofits easy clean feature, 

‘The latest buzz in the paint industry has finally reached the south. Boysen Philippines" latest innova- 
tion received the warmest appreciation at tha Cebu launch of Virtuoso Silk Touch during the 4th Philip- 
pine Building and Construction Expo (Philbex) 

Virtuoso Silk Touch, the latest Innovation of Pacific Paint Boysan Philippines, is a combination of. 
Boysen's superior paint quality and Du Pont's Teflon wonders. Together with its low odor and low-VOC 
properties, Virtuoso Silk Touch is the first luxury paint in the Philippine market today. 

“This is an amazing discovery that will solve the long time headache ol architects when it comes to 

paint,” said architect Тору Vasquez, owner of T. 1. Vasquez Architect and Planners. 


Exclusive promotions package 
GRACIOUS HOME LIVING AND LUXURIOUS PHILIPPINE VACATIONING COME TOGETHER WHEN 
balikbayans and overseas Filipinos purchase Ayala Land properties trom May 1 to Aug. 31 

‘Ayala Land International Sales Inc. (Als!) recently signed an exclusive promotions package with 
‘Shangri-La Hotels and Resorts and Spa and Traders Hotel. 

Those qualified get as much as P40,000 to P120,000 worth of room nights under this arrangement. 
with Traders Hotel Manila, Makati Shangri-La, Edsa Shangri-La Manila and Shangri-La's Mactan Island 
Resort and Spa. 

lisi general manager David L. Rafael signed the promotions package with the hotels’ sales and 
marketing directors. They are Lourdes Juco of Makati Shangri-La, Benedict Lim of Edsa Shangri-La, 
Peggy Angeles of Shangri-La Hotel and Resort and Sam Gacos of Trader's Hotel. 
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SOUTH FORBES GOLF CITY WILL GET AN- 
other P1 billion in investment from its develop- 
er due to the high demand for its world-class 
themed communities. 

“We are allocating P1 billion for the devel- 
opment of our fifth themed project within 
South Forbes, Cháteaux de Paris. We believe 
its royal and regal residences, inspired by 
French architecture, are directly in line with 
our overall vision for South Forbes and will 
complement our existing projects that have 
been enthusiastically received by the mar- 
ket," according to Cathay Land president Jef- 
frey Ng. 

‘Three model chateaus will wow homebuy- 
ers: the classical Chambord, the modem 
Fontainebleau and the contemporary Chantil- 
ly. All are named after famous royal chateaus 
in France. The clubhouse, located at the far 
center end of the property, will be the grand- 
est structure in the high-end village. It seems 
to float in а moat, as inspired by French cas- 
tles, and also features a grand ballroom. 

‘significant amount of the investment will 
go into land development for the 500 lots of 
this 25-hectare village. Lot sizes average from 
300 to 400 square meters, whereas house and 
lot packages average P10 million. 

One of the main features that will distin- 
guish Chateaux de Paris is its landscaping. 
“The main inspiration for this, of course, їз 
the intricate landscaping of the City of 
Lights,” Ng shares. The landscaping for the 
entire project reinterprets 18th century 
French garden design traditions during the 
reign of King Louis XIV. Gardens during his 
time were often characterized by grandeur, 
built to impress and showcase a high degree 
of wealth and power. 

Аз such, French allée or alleys bordered by 
trees or clipped hedges adorn the entire pro- 
ject. Allees intersect in acute angles and if 
viewed from above resemble a goose-foot. 
‘The allees, along with the canals and reflect- 
ing pools, not only lend a strong visual effect 
but also make it easy for residents to go to the 
nearest pocket park or even the clubhouse for 
relaxation 

"We will invest in only the best trees, 
shrubs and colorful flowering plants to make 
sure Cháteaux de Paris maintains a high visu- 
al effect on residents and their guests. We are. 
going for the highest level of quality" Ng 


Life gets sweeter with Brittany 


‘THE SWEET LIFE DOES GET SWEETER AND 
Brittany Corp. is doling out far more than just 
the sugar. With the phenomenal success of the 
Courtyards of Portofino, the legacy of the ro- 
‘mantic Italian high life continues through 
Brittany's Courtyards II of Portofino. 

"This extraordinary property is a worthy addi- 
tion to the Portofino development—a master- 
planned community spanning 300 hectares south 
of Mania, Just буе minures from the central busi- 
ness district of Alabang, this remarkable project 
has set the standards for high-end property devel- 
opments and has continued to raise the bar higher. 
ав it incorporates unique design features and 
amenities. 

Says Brittany president Jing Serrano: "From the 
very beginning, we knew that Courtyards of 
Portofino was meant to be Brittany's masterpiece. 
It brought together key elements of the Italian ar- 
chitecrure along with the European city’s lifestyle 
that is very familiar to the Filipino sensibilities. Its 
tremendous success is an affirmation of our vision 
for what luxury urban living in Metro Manila 
should be. 

“We are confident that Courtyards П of Portofi- 
no can replicate the success of Courtyards I. From 
the first development, we understood that people 
‘want a better quality of Ше. We all want secure 
homes with open spaces where our children can 
play and where houses are not cramped. And with 
the second Courtyards development, we hope that 
more people can enjoy this Italian enclave just a 
short distance from the central business district,” 
adds Serrano. 


Sense of pride 

"The splendid clusters of Italian-inspired homes 
do not fail to illicit a sense of pride among its resi- 
dents. Every single detail takes into account the in- 
spiration while linking it closely with the Filipino. 
sensibility. For instance, the homes are placed in 
clusters rather than rows—creating a more invit- 
ing ambience to encourage social interaction 
among neighbors. The homes are positioned 


— 


A FEATURE that is unique to the Courtyard 
homes, the Rembrandt courtyard brings а 
plece of the outdoors inside the house. 


STRAIGHT lines and solid colors dominate the monochromatic 
scheme of the Fontainebleau's modern French living room. 


around a central courryard—a repeating theme 
throughout the entire property for which it was 
named after. 

But the more unique feature is the inner court- 
yard found within each of the homes. There is an 
‘open space—either at the center or at the side of 
the residence—that can be accessed from the sur- 
rounding hallways. This particular configuration 
encourages more family interaction by providing a 
specific area where members of the household are 
‘bound to run into each other The open layout also 
allows more sunshine and fresh air to circulate 
within the structure. 

Casitas for 

For the master of the household, casitas were. 
integrated in the design with their needs especially 
in mind, Each home has a room that is slightly set 
apart from the main house. While ideal for staying 
guess, itis primarily meant to be a quiet space 
that would allow the homeowner to indulge in his 
personal business. 

А finishing touch to these residences is the por- 
ticas. These arches that rest elegantly above the 
columns accent the courtyard design along with 
the cobblestones, sun-drenched colors, and cupo- 
as Hat serve ro compiere the charming Italian 

Located within the Portofino development on 
the Las Рах Сауе Laguna-Muncinlupa Link 
Road, Courtyards П is a charming cluster of homes 
situated beside Portofino Heights and closer to Al- 
abangs commercial district. It is also very close tó 
Monte Di Portofino—the Portofino Heights Club- 
house and amenities area. 

‘With Courtyards I completely sold out, Court- 
yards Il offers a rare opportunity to be a part of this 
charming community Only 77 Couryard homes 
are being offered to ensure the exclusivity of the 
property. Lot cuts range from 289 to 593 square. 
eters. Price packages range from P12.8 million 
toP15.8 milion. 


Premium utilities 

"The Courtyards It also offers premium utilities 
{or its residents. To ensure an unobstructed view of 
the landscape, cables for power and communica- 
tion were buried underground. Perimeter fences 
and buffer trees line the boundary lots to ensure 
security aside from the 24-hour security system. 
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Aside from its new project, South Forbes of- ^ Paint 
fers four other top choices for homeowners: 
charming homes at South Forbes Mediter- 
ranean Villas, resort living at Bali Mansions, 
Zen sanctuaries at Tokyo Mansions, and Golf 
‘View Terraces, which gives residents magnifi- 
cent views of the fairways. All projects offer a 
free golf membership, at no activation fee, to 
the world-class 18-hole South Forbes Golf 
Club. 

All in all, Cathay Land is allocating P5.25 
billion for their project located in Metro Sta. 
Rosa. “This further assures homebuyers and 
investors of our strong commitment to South 
Forbes," Ng comments. 

More information about Cháteaux de Paris 
and other South Forbes projects can be ob- 
tained by simply calling 635-7777 or 631- 
8855 or visiting www.southforbes.com. 
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Deep wells and water reservoirs ensure a 
round-the-clock water service. Garbage is collect- 
ей every other day Most of all, a professional prop- 
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Campus to use special landscaping, 
architecture in makeover 


By Charles E. Buban 
OME THINGS ARE SLOWLY TAKING 
shape at the Jose Rizal University in 
Mandaluyong City A new gym or 
sports complex as well as a new grade school 
building and its quadrangle are now being 
constructed. 

By next year, another building is scheduled 
for construction and in 2009 the university 
would be inaugurating a new main library 
building together with the entrance hall on 
Shaw boulevard. 


‘waterproofing? 


Any questions on Call Engr. Lunas at Tel. Nos.843-6011 to 15 «4 —---—- 
or Cellphone No. 0920-910-ANAY (2629) 
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JOSE RIZAL UNIVERSITY MASTER PLAN 


According to JRU president Vicente 
Fabella, plans from now until 2011 
have been established and, if every- 
thing goes according to plan, construc- 
tion ofthe key facilites and remodeling 
of the campus grounds will transform 
JRU into a place that enhances the 
learning and teaching environment by 
making sure that there is a good bal- 
ance of greenery and space occupied by 
physical structures. 

"When in the past, there has been 
unregulated growth and development 
within the campus, it was decided this 
time to draw up a masterplan that 
would guide the university how it 
should lock like five to even 10 years 
from nov,” he said. 

Helping JRU with its initial five-year 
makeovers Archion Architects. 


Much closer to nature 

The main focus of this masterplan is 
to get the campus much doser to na- 
ture. 

“The campus has always been beau- 
tiful—with century-old trees dating 
back to (Andres) Bonifacio's time. But 
‘our goal here is to create more spectac- 
ular green spaces that will make the 
university stand out as an oasis in an 
urban environment,” said Fabella in 
reference to JRUS location in a heavily 
populated and congested area of Shaw 
boulevard. 

He added, that carefully placed 
canopy trees, ground cover and bushes 
will be used to screen out heat, glare, 
dust and traffic noise. 

Garden decks will also be construct- 
ed on top of the buildings to minimize 
heat buildup. 

Unique design 

Aside from the trees, landscaped 
gardens and plant boxes, Fabella said 
Archion Architects also designed and 


TREES and shrubs 
as well as plant 
boxes on top of the 
buildings will help 
air circulate and 
cool down the 
whole campus. 


positioned all the future buildings іп to learning and teaching. 


Specifications: — 
Power при 35007 
"in steel: 10 nm 

"in slumnom. 13 mm. 
zin wood: 20mm 
*Nooad speed- 02,5 
Weight: 11kg 


Bosch Drill / Screwdriver 
GBM 350 RE Professional 


FREE 


2 pcs Bosch 
‘Screwdriver Bits 


1 pc Bosch 
Tool Box 


ONE SERENDRA, THE EXCLUSIVE AYALA 
Land Premier (ALP) garden residential con- 
dominium, recently held an open house at the 
Serendra Sales Pavilion in Bonifacio Global 
City. The whole-day affair brought together 
potential buyers and valued clients of One 
Serendra in a Morrocan-inspired venue, 
‘where guess were treated to Mediterranean 
cuisine courtesy of Café Mediterranean and a 
flea market with a Moroccan theme. 

Featuring items from model units of One 
Serendra and The Residences at Green- 
belt—the ALP high-rise condominium at the 
heart of Makati City and Greenbelt lifestyle cen- 
ter—the flea market boasted of high-quality de- 
sign furniture and artwork selected by interior 
designers Anna Sy, Chito Vijandre, Leo Almeria, 
Budji Layug and Marion Coscolluela. 

етв included antique Asian pieces, narra 
furniture, Murano lamps, indigenous pottery, 
ой paintings and prints, and various home ac- 
‘cessories. The pavilion's wide garden and gaze- 
bo was covered in a large tent embellished with 
lamps and swags to simulate the exciting cul- 
tural market atmosphere of Morocco. 
Pavilion landscaping 

The natural lush landscaping of the pavil- 
ion—representative of the actual greenery resi- 
dents will enjoy at One Serendra—completed 


the overall Mediterranean feel. By midday, al- 
most all the pieces were sold to many of ALP's 


eager clients. 
"The Moroccan concept also gave guests a 
taste of the soon-to-be-completed The Piazza at 


Serendra, where Mediterranean cuisine and 
shopping will be one of the multicultural expe- 
riences at the global promenade. 

“Опе Serendra has the best of two 
worlds—people get all the space and privacy 
they want in their homes, in the gardens, amid 
the lush greenery, away from the hustle and 
bustle of city. At the same time, they can choose 
10 step into The Piazza and immerse themselves 
in a truly multicultural experience,” said Kate 
Tagan, head of the Residential Buildings group. 
of ALR 

Simultaneous with the flea market activity, 
brokers entertained valued prospects interested 
inavailing of their own space within the sprawl- 
ing garden condominium complex of One 
Serendra, one of the country’s most anticipated 
amd pioneering residential developments to 
date. Guests appreciated the large-scale diora- 


FABELLA hopes to create a campus 
environment that is more conducive. 


A Mediterranean feast 
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Nr 


such a way they will allow not only hot 
air to dissipate but also cooler air to 
move freely through the structures. 

“Moreover, these new buildings will 

4 take advantage of the countrys two 
prevailing winds: Hanging Amihan 
$ (northeast monsoon) and Hanging 
! Habagat (southwest monsoon). By em- 
ploying designs like elevating these 
buildings on stilts, such a design would 
allow the prevailing wind to low freely 
building, thus cooling its occu- 

pants," he explained. 

Adequate spaces will also be placed 
in between buildings so this will force 
air into the interior ofthe campus. “° 

“Tr should be noted that this physical 
transformation is not to accommodate, 
more students,” he explained adding 
that JRU has maintained its 16,000 
population for years already. “Rather, 

& the masterplan will assist us in realiz-, 
ing the our goal of accelerating our as- 
cent among the country’s premier uni- 
versities while transforming JRU into 
one of the most attractive campus envi- 
ronments in the Philippines." 


ONE Serendra guests enjoyed a feast of 
Mediterranean cuisine befitting the flea 
market theme of the open house. 


ma of the development and interactive PC- 
based floor plans, and toured the tastefully de- 
signed, full-size model units which gave them a 
foretaste of One Serendra’s luxurious promise 
of space. 


Garden condo community 

One Serendra is Ayala Land Premiers devel- 
opment in Serendra, an expansive garden con- 
dominium community spanning about 12 
hectares located at Bonifacio Global City, the 
rising premier business district in the Philip- 
pines. 

One Serendra offers a luxury of space with its 
bigger unit sizes and low-density development, 
together with themed gardens and country 
clüb-like amenities such as an exclusive spa. Iis 
also a full pedestrian community, with 100 per 
cent car-free areas where children can roam 
Freely Offering luxurious suburban living at the 
heart of the metropolis, One Serendra is ideal 
for people who want the benefits of urban expe 
diency without losing the graces of a vast and 
airy suburbia, 

Model units are available for viewing at the 
Serendra Sales Pavilion on 26th Street in Boni 
facio Global City from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. daily. 
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‘Awards held recently at the ballroom of 
the Crowne Plaza Hotel showcased 


thrilling sights, sounds and colors when the 22 fi- 
nalists revealed their creative talents and fashion 
trend predictions in the hairdressing industry 
The venues Remo Future theme was in full 
swing, with vintage cars out front and a photo 
exhibit of the finalists’ work, The finalists were 
- judged for the most outstanding achievements in 
у hair color combinations. They were selected 
from 300 entries nationwide. Richard Bilalo of 
Piandre Salon grabbed the first prize of P250,000 
ashe impressed the judges with his creativity and 
uniqueness. Check out the Philippines most cre- 
ative colorists, who have the vision and skill to 
produce a moder look suited to today’s Filipin 
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Enjoy life’s best. 
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“Filipinos speak some 70 dialects, yet in none 
of them are the words for depression, anxiety, 
anguish or even boredom."—"The Happiest 
People on Earth," Chris Rowthorn. 


“The Philippines is reported to have the high- 
est concentration of coral species of any country 
on earth; of the estimated 500 species of coral 
in the world, 488 are thought to be present in 
the Philippines." 


"The Philippines is a good place for culinary. 
daredevils. An item on the menu of many eater- 
ies specialising in Filipino food, bopis is made 
of pigs lungs, chopped and stir-fried. Quite 
tasty really, once you get over your initial feel 
ing of revulsion.” 

— Excerpts from Lonely Planet Philippines, 
9th edition 


more like I get swallowed 

whole by envy, each time I 
watch the scenes on CNN showing 
the world party going on in Ger- 
many during this World Cup sea- 
son. Trawling the streets are the 
feverish fans, with smiles as wide 
as’ half moons, bedecked in their 
country’s colors to manifest their 
fiery patriotism, Everyday, I watch 
this global party where every hu- 
man being on Earth is invited to. 

There's a contagious spirit of camaraderie 
among nations, even among fans whose 
countries aren't competing in the Cup. There 
were Israeli fans posing with Argentines, a fan 
from India waving the Deutschland. flag, 
Spanish brothers passing around La Rioja 
wine to the lucky people who happened to 
pass by. Two Aussies living in England shared 
that they had driven for days to Germany to 
support their beloved Socceroos. Ghanians, 
‘whose team made it to the World Cup for the 
first time, were warmly welcomed by Ger- 
mans who even professed to being Ghana 
fans. This is the other extremely enjoyable 
sideshow of the Copa Mundial; it isfor me the 
best reality show on earth. 

That's when it hit me. This truly is the “The 
Lonely Planet generation,” as many pundits 
have coined. With information channels get- 
ting more and more streamlined each day 
Googlites are fraternizing all over the world 
in real time, thus giving birth to an age of cul- 
tural tourism. Each nation on earth bears 
something fascinating and unique for the rest 
of the world to behold. We really are living in 
{interesting times! And just watching the 
Kaleidoscope of fans on the flickering screen 
left me yet again with an incurable case of 
wanderlust and travel envy. 


I GET A TUG OF JEALOUSY, NO, 


Not quite strangers ina strange land 
So what's the fastest cure for travel envy 
when I lack enough kaching in the bank ac- 
count? Head over to the Lonely Planet shelf of 
а bookstore. It's akin to walking through the 
looking glass for every Alice in Wanderlust. 

1 admit I'm quite the sentimental fan of 
these seminal guidebooks that were the first 
opened windows to my global adventures. In 
Siem Reap, my friend and I saved heaps on. 
transportation expenses and tour guides 
thanks to our dog-eared copy of Lonely Planet 
Cambodia. I mapped our my crazy 3-month 
Mexican adventure with my well-loved, bible- 
thick Lonely Planet Mexico, which was even- 
tually stolen from me somewhere between 
the Mayan Ruins in Palenque and the state of 
Chiapas. I found a cheap place to stay near the 
famous waterfalls of Foz do Iguacu in Brazil, 
and very recently, | enjoyed every minute of 
Buenos Aires thanks to Lonely Planet's city 
guide to the romantic Argentine capital. 

‘Thus, my beloved Lonely Planet books un- 
intentionally became my coffee and wine- 
stained scrapbooks. Marked on the pages are 
travel testimonials--scribbles of in-transit 
thoughts, email addresses of newfound, fel- 
low nomadic friends, and stars highlighting 
some of the better places mentioned. 
Crammed within the pages are bus tickets, 
half-finished posteards, museum passes and 
even tree leaves, yep, tree leaves, which in 
some parts of Uruguay are believed to be a 
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By Greg Bloom 


HE LATEST LONELY PLAN- 

et guide to the Philippines, 

released in June, heaps no 
shortage of praise on the country's 
natural beauty. A few snippets: 

"А fantastic landscape with wonders 
enough to stagger even the most jaded travel- 
ex” 

‘Aland of “stunning beach havens,” “glori- 
ously crooked earth,” “undiscovered breaks, 
beaches and rapids,” and “world-class jungle 
"trekking." Palawan is "one of the most re- 
warding outdoor-sports destinations in all of 
Southeast Asia.” 

‘As the author of the North and Southeast Lu- 
zon sections of the book, I was lucky enough to 
travel through some of 


the country’s тох 
eautiful landscapes, 
including the 


Cordillera mountains | 
nd the volcanoes and 
Rational parks of the 
licol region. I live in 
Manila and have trav- 
eled on my own to oth- 
er regions of the coun- 
try that are, as the book | 
suggests, just as beauti- 
ful Why, then, does £ 
tourism in the Philip- 
pines remain leagues behind most of its South- — 1 
east Asian neighbors—in terms of both reputa- 
tion and sheer tourism numbers? 

Part of the reason is geographic, since the 
country is removed from the main Southeast 
Asian tourism drag, centered around Thailand. 
But the travelers of the world are a pretty mo- 
bile group these days, unafraid to hop on a 
plane and go just about everywhere. Im con- 
vinced that more of them would come to the ters 
Philippines if the country’s tourism officials 1 
started marketing the country differently. Y 

‘Asourbook makes clear, the country hasal! e 
the makings of an adventure tourism Mecca. t 
‘With its natural wonders facingalitanyofen- f 
vironmental threats, the Philippines is азо ( 
ripe for an ecotourism revolution. A few re- а 
gions of the country—notably Palawan—are Р 
doing their best to promote ecotourism and gl: 
adventure tourism, while a few enterprising 
individuals offer small-scale adventure tour 
packages. — i. 5 

However, they'are not getting enough help 
from the Department of Tourism, which con- 
tinues to obsess with a handful of marquee 
tourist attractions—the Chocolate Hills and 
tarsiers of Bohol, Boracay, the rice terraces of 
Banaue and Tubbataha Reef come to 
mind—at the expense of marketing the coun- 
try's adventure tourism prospects. 

The two countries with the strongest repu- 
tations for adventure tourism and ecotourism 
are undoubtedly Costa Rica and New 
Zealand, The main links on the Web sites of 
the tourism authorities of Costa Rica, New 
‘Zealand and the Philippines are as follows: 

Costa Rica: “Beaches,” "Culture," "Adven- 
ture,” “Ecotourism” 

New Zealand: "Scenic Highlights," ‘Activi- 
ties,” "Events Calendar" 

Philippines: “Beach,” “Dive,” “Wildlife,” 
“Heritage,” "Golf" 

It's pretty clear where Costa Rica's priori- 
ties lie, New Zealand takes a somewhat differ- 
ent strategy, but if one clicks the “Activities” 
link one is directed to massive amounts of in- 
formation on adventure tourism in New 
Zealand. The Philippines, on the other hand, 
completely fails to mention anything about 
adventure tourism or ecotourism on its home 
page. To be fair, the Wow Philippines site does 
have a page on its site dedicated to adventure 
sports, but it's almost impossible to find, 
buried in an obscure drop-down menu under 
the misleading tag "other." 

However you slice it, the Philippines is not 
doing enough to market adventure tourism. 
That's a shame because this is exactly where 
the country has a comparative advantage 
over its Southeast Asian neighbors. Few coun- 
tries in Southeast Asia can compete with the 
Philippines in terms of accessible spelunking, 
jungle-trekking, rappelling, kayaking and 
mountain-biking opportunities. Unfortunate- 
ly, the country is doing little to exploit this 
comparative advantage, concentrating in- 
stead on the marquee attractions mentioned 
above as well as a handful of sporty activities 
like diving and golf. 

How smart is that? Well, che Chocolate Hills 
Jook cool on posters, but they ean be a letdown 
їп person and neither the hills nor the bug-eyed 
tarsiers that populate them are reason enough 
alone to visit the Philippines. Tubbataha Reef, 
for all its bounty, is virtually inaccessible unless 
you are a well-heeled diver. Boracay is great but 
‘Thailand has a hundred Boracays. I was lucky 
enough to cover the rice terraces and they are 
truly sublime, but they are certainly not limited 

10 Banane. Why not also promote the more re- 
mote terraces, such as those in Kalinga? Adven- 
ture trekking tours to these more remote ter- 
races could be a huge draw. у 

What about diving and golf? The Philip- 
pines has good diving, but again it probably 
doesn't compete with places like Micronesia 
and Papua New Guinea. So there's no com- 
parative advantage there. The country does 
indeed have some world class golf courses, 
but virtually all of chem are private and off 
limits to tourists! The country's heavy promo- 
tion of golfis thus inexplicable. 
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NOURISH YOUR HEART! TO HEALTH 


Dr. Ludgerio Torres, Cardio Surgeon, Medical Director of th 
Philippine Heart Center ? 


Cardiovascular disease is пок the по.1 killer disease. This is due 
to the intake of fast food and Junk food and a sedentary lifestyle. 
Salty and high cholesterol food as well as over eating should be 
avoided. 


Nutrition is very important in surgery. Surgica! patients have to 
be rutritionally prepared because they undergo servere! days 
without food intake. Keeping them adequately nourished prior to 
Surgery helps prevent complications, and improve wourd heating 


Nutritional drinks are important because the patients don't just 
need carbohydrates, fats and protein; but they also need vitamins, 
minerals and trace elements. 


Dr. Luisito Liido, Surgeon; Head, Clinical Nutrition Center, 
St. Luke's Medical Center. 


‘Awareness of tne value of nutrition is very low. It's the last item 
Considered in the management of patients, which should not be 
the case. Treating a patient without nutrition is lie running a car 
without a gasoline. The gasoline is nutrition. Without it, healing 
TS stow and the patent is more prone to infections. You also expect 
increased morbidities, mortality, poorer quality of life, and more 
‘expenses for our patients, Nutrition enhances recovery, hastens 
healing and lessens complications by optimizing the body's 
metabolism. Studies show a mortality rate reduction of 50% 
among critical il patients through nutrition support. 


Dr. Divina Esteban, Medical Oncotogist, President of the 
Philippine Society of Oncology, Inc. 


Lifestyle factors which include an unhealthy diet and expos 
carcinogens ike smoking, radiation and viruses have made cancer. 
‘more prevalent than it was years ago 


Nutrition and cancer ga together. A patient who is inadequately 
nourished responds poorly to cancer treatments. Studies 2150 
Show that if you feed the cancer patient, you also feed the cancer 
Cells, Cancer patients must take food that has less sugar and more 
lipids so that you don’t feed the cancer cells. Patients must nave 
a balanced diet which is rich in fruits, vegetables and fiber. They 
must also eat less red meat and more fish. Nutritional supplements. 
also improve a patient's well-being as weil a his health. 


Dr. Romulo De Villa, Nutrition Oncologist; Founding 
President, Molecular Oncology Society of the Philippines; 
Board of Director, Philippine Society of Oncology, Inc. 


Cancer always involves nutrition. The entry point of chemicals. 
which damage the body and cause cancer, is through the mouth. 


‘Studies involving cancer and nutrition have shown thet a combination 
(of Spinach {the Nutrient Lipoic acid found in spinach) and vitamin 
C kii cancer cells. Recent studies on Fiber shows that can controt 
the entry of sugars into the blood. Sugar feeds cancer ceils- 
Therefore, if you want to control the fending of cancer ces, you 
must have enough fiber in your diet. A study on another kind of 
Fiber - FOS or Fructooligosacharides shows that It nourishes good 
bacteria in ош intestines. Good bacteria strengthens our immune 
system, 


Aside trom proper nutrition, adult nutriional drinks are crucial to 
ve recovery of patients. They must be added co the regular diet 
because r sular diet alone 15 not suficient for e complete and 
balanced nutrition 


Abbott Celebrates Nutrition Month 


‘Activities in the top 80 hospitals nationwide 


$ "Expand Your Knowledge, : "Examine the clinical, financial and 
'emalional effects of malnutrition.” - A Scientific lecture for MD's 
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EXPERT ADVICE 
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| 
To find-out more about thè importance of nutrition,’ 
endocrinologiste, surgeons, oncologists and dieticia 

р their respective. і, 
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hr: Reriule De уна 


Listen апа Learn : Attenda lecture on the importantce of mutritio 
and how it can change your life - А Lay Fora for consumers, 


Free Sample : Drink to your health with free Ensure ‘and Giucema 


Free Consultations : Drop'by our Nutrition & Wellness counters 
hospita! алев and.avail о! the following services. 
+ Nutritional Assessment 


Sad ES SE 


Wb 


AVAILABLE 


dhe pee 


dii: 
Triple Trea 


Boracay Tropics Resort Hotel recently received the coveted AAA rating 
ation trom the Department of Tourism. The resort's blend 

of Mediterranean and modern Asian architecture served as a beautiful 

backdrop for a series of colorful parties to announce its formal open 

ing and its AAA recognition, The sell-contained, art-laden events 

enue had its lagoon-like bean id роо! and lush qa 

cal point for celebrations. 

Facilities may be viewed at vetri boracaytropics. com. Inquiries are 

velcome at their Manila Sales and Reservations office, telephone 

numbers 667-3974 or 667-394 
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‚ОМ NUTRITION 


' Abbott Nutrition’ brought together the country’s top 
)ns:to share their views on the way nutrition affects 
jelds’ of medicine. ү 


Dr. Luisito Lido 


* Nutritional Counseling 
+ Blopd Pressure & Glucose Screening ^. , 
+ Manned by в registered nutritionist and dietician 
^: Diabetes Awareness Campaign Coates PEE 
11: è. Sure Savings : Grab your discount coupóns for Ensure. and redeem 
лет. а! апу Mercury Drug outlet nationwide. 


HEN NIGHT FALLS, AND FLICKER 
ing lights begin to flood th 
cityscape, 105 hard to suppress the 


primal call of the party scene. But the free 
flowing (and. delicious. eye-candy) 
shouldn't be your only incentive to curb the 
yawns and crawl out of bed. Take a detour 
from the tried-and-tested route and consider 
if you will, a few  wholesome—and 
heaithy!—alternatives 


Bend it like Bikram 

Blending sacted moves with ст 
peratures, Bikram Yoga (informally known a; 
hot yoga”) is becoming the hottest form of 
literally. In a room where 
the thermostat is perpetually set at triple dig 
its, addicted participants sweat away the tox 


ns, as well as their troubles 

Bikram Yoga Manila [15/E, 88 Corporat 
Genter 141 Valero St. Salcedo Village 
Makati, phone: 889-1011, bikramyogama: 

om 8 p.m, classes from Monday to 
Thursday; while Bikram yogi Pye Trinidad 
[pho 0917-8340659: 
ni@gmail.com] holds 
Dasmarinas Vil 

Super human agi 


gypsyogi 


30 p.m, classes im 


is not a requirement 
stretching your. way 
through 26 poses in а 90-minute period, you 
get a total body workout. The long-term re 
sults? Improved flexibility, Toned muscles. A 
sense of well-being, Now, that's hot 


All-night exercise 
nd F&B prof 


Enter Р! 
Morher lgnacia cor. Scout R 
phone: 410-7926), the f 
country. Aside from housing a cal 


aerobic classes and Taebo 


Late night indulgence 


Complex, Roxas 


EATING WELL DESPITE DIABETES 


Dr. Fernando Lopez, Surgeon; President, Philippine College of 
Bungcons (2003), Execute Directo, Philippine Board of Surgery 


Nutrition is considered very important to surgery, Numerous scientific 
researches have been conducted regarding nutrition and the important 
Tole (plays among cancer patients undergoing treatment - be it 
‘Surgical, medical or radiological. The surgical outcomes of major 
‘operations depend, to a large extent, on the nutritional status of 
Sur patients before, during and after surgery 


Surgical malnutrition is mostly surgeon-induced. Patients are often 
kept without food days before surgery and maintained without food 
‘many more days after surgery. Ideally, we should keep our patients 
Without food at the shortest possible time before surgery and fed 
Bs early as possible after surgery provided no contraindication exist, 


Nutritional drinks hasten the recovery of patients after major 
operations, particulary for cancer. Usually, patients do not have 
appetite for food in the Immediate post-operaive days, thus, we rely 
‘on nutritional supplements to augment their caloric requirements. 


Dr. Ma. Teresa P. Quo, Endocrinologist; President, Philippine 
Diabetes Association 


An understanding of basic nutrition information is very important 
for both the diabetic and the non-diabetic. In these modern times, 
many people have adopted a high sugar, high saturated fat, low 
per diet and this state of Рост nutrition has led to the great increase 
in diabetes, heart disease, stroke and cancer among the population 


Everyone should adopt a healthy lifestyle by eating at ieast 3-5 
Servings of fruits and vegetables a day, exercising regularly, 
maintaining ideal pody weight, de-stressing regularly end not 
Smoking, Diabetics wha cannot eat their required share of frults, 
Vegetables and fiber daly can add complete and balanced nutritional 
‘drinks auring snack cine or as а meal replacement if missed meals 
sre unavoidable due to various life activities 


Dr. Estrellita V. Fernando - Lopez. MD Vice-President, American 
Association of Clinical Endocrinologists, Philippine Chapter 


Nutrition is very important because diabetic patients need to be 
highty motivated to follow the diet required of them. A recent study 
has shown that an adequate amount of monounsaturated fatty acids 
may be given to diabetic patients as the main provider of their fat 
requirement. This helps patents improve their blood glucose control. 
Fiber should also be amply supplied in the diet to increase satiety 
and to improve glycemic control by helping control pcst.prandial 
Peaks, Eating foods with low glycemic Index is likewise adviced 


A diabetic’ special nutritional requirement likewise includes a readily 
avallable source of energy specially when they are away from nome. 
This can be provided by nutritional drinks. This solves the problem 
‘of having to prepare a special diet for the diabetic and another type 
t food for the other members of the family. 


‘Ana Dugang, Chief Dietician, Makati Medical Center 


The incidence of heart disease and diabetes are more prevalent now 
than several years ago, These may be atributed to the quality of 
food being served. With the occurrence of convanience food and 
fast food, a iot of people are not aware that excessive consumption 
"Gl this kind af food wii eventualy lead to weight gain which results 
їп obesity, hypertension and diabetes, 


All this hronic degenerative diseases wil lend to malnutrition if not 
treated properly, Since one side effect of cancer treatment (such 
‘as chematnerapy anc radiotherapy) Is a loss of appetite, patients 


advised since they can only consume so much. Giving patients 
тимол drinks wil aiso help increase their energy. А high dosage. 
^f these drinks wil help In getting the sufficient amount of nutrients 
Because it already contains the required amounts af calones, vitamins. 
‘and minerals needed for faster recovery. 


c 
e Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenca-Dari 

menities meet with a hassle-free, drop-in- 
whenever attitude. 

"This pristine spa paradise (with its very 
own therapeutic Oxygen Baz) offers a full 
‘ange of facials, massages, foot therapies, and 
body scrub treatments, ARera decadent night 
of debauchery you can drop in for a detox and 
wake up without that nasty hangover. Sweet. 


Shall we dance? 

Get your endorphins flying off the charts by 
cha-cha-cháing your way into shape. Fueled by 
popular US television shows like Dancing with 
the Stars (or its local counterpart, Shall We 
Dance, with Lucy Torres on ABC 5), Salsa—the 
sensuous Latin American dance—has taken 
the town by storm. Its not only a fun way to 
get fit, buta great social activity where you can 
schmooze your way into new friendships. 

Mezze [G/F Greenbelt 2, Ayala Center, 
Makati, phone: 728-8895] hosts a weekly 

Salsa Night" every Monday with instructors 
from Salsa Filipinas. Or you can swing by Ric- 
co-Renzo Café [G/F LRI Business Plaza, 210 
N. Garcia St., Makati, phone: 898-2542] for 
free lessons every Saturday night at 8 p.m. 
Come and check out the food, and then take 
то the dance floor with your sexy Salsa 
grooves! 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 


July |, Saturday 

Village People & Sister Sledge at Araneta 
Coliseum; British Councils All in the Timing 
at Francisco Santiago Hall; Urban Groove: 
R&B Night at Citrus; Bringin’ Back the Bounce 
w/ DJ Marie Garcia at Mati; Salsa Night at 
Ricco-Renzo Café; House Groovin’ at Mezze; 
Sleepless w/ DJ Martin Pulgar at Embassy 
Club; Campusition Night at Mag:net Café; 
Pump Saturdays at Jill's; DJ Badboy Jeff at 
Temple; Soundsgood Dis at Embassy Cuisine; 
DJ Bam del Valle at Government; DJs Scratch- 
mark, Bliss & Shorty at Prince of Jaipur; U 
Turn at Streetscape Shangri-La Plaza 


July 2, Sunday 

Mano a Mano: Manny Pacquiao vs Oscar 
Larios at Araneta Coliseum; Champagne 
Lunch at Paseo Uno; Champagne Brunch at 
Spiral of Hotel Phil. Plaza; Through the 
Palette's Eye exhibit at UP Vargas Museum; 
‘Architecture + Ecology exhibit at Goethe-In- 
stitut Manila 


July 3, Monday 

Sitti: Bossa Night at Stonehouse; Salsa 
Night w/ Salsa Filipinas at Mezze; 
FunkWhatyaHeard at Absinth; Ethan band at 
Temple; 1 Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro at 
Gweilos Makati; Eastwind Jazz Trio at Cap- 
tain's Bar; Follies de Mwah at Club Mwah! 


July 4, Tuesday 

Cuisine Royale w/ DJ Manolet Dario at Em- 
assy Cuisine ; Panic w/ DJs Alessandra Tinio 
& Chi Castafieda at Zen; Girls Night Out! at 
Мегге; Sparkle: Nu Jazz at Absinth; Kickback 
Tuesdays at Manila DJ Club; Two Rooms at 
Citrus; Guarana at Café Havana Greenbelt; 
Sitti at Tavern on the Square; Acoustic Night 
at Temple; Spirit of'67 at Captain's Bar 


July 5, Wednesday 

Remission is Possible: Benefit Bar Tour for 
Benjo Marquez feat. Anton Ramos & Owens 
Sun at Fiamma; DJ Boyet Almazan at 
Strumm's; DJ Steve Mills at Absinth; Dis- 
cotech at Mezze; DJs Karl Ty & Cao Ocampo 
at Embassy Cuisine; Funksouljah at Manila DJ 
Club; Birthday Bash at Citrus; Bloomfields at 
Eastwood Fuente Circle; DJs Mars Miranda & 
Johnyverse at Embassy Club; Willy Wanka's 
Music Factory at Gweilos Makati; DJ Crash at 
‘Temple; DJ Brit at Government; Double Hap- 
piness at Prince of Jaipur; Jazz Night at 
Magnet Café; Rockin’ Revival at Conway's 


July 6, Thursday 

Cueshe, Nifio Mulach Experiment & 6 Cy- 
clemind at Metro Concert Bar; Coup w/ 
Manolet Dario at Fiamma; Reggae Night at 
6Underground; BBC's Sweet Suite Soul w/ 
DJ Mike Constantino at Sake Lab; Gotta- 
HaveHouse! at Capone's; Nuvo Soul w/ DJ 
lian at Nuvo; Liquor Spill at Citrus; SPIT at 
Mag:net Café; G Lounge at Mezze; Latina 
‘Thursdays at Prince of Jaipur; Bloomfields 
at Arruba; Fluxxe Thursdays at Absinth; 
Thursdaze at Bed; DJ Badboy Jeff at Tem- 
ple; Acoustic Jive at Merk's 


July 7, Friday 

Manhattan Transfer: Livel, Araneta Colise- 
um; The Blue Room w/ DJs JP Sacaben & Nix 
Pernia, Azzurro Linden Suites; Disco Mania, 
MDC Greenhills; Decadance w/ Boyet Al- 
mazan, Jil’; Tribe-ulence Fridays, Absinth; 
Style Fridays w/ Steve Mills, Citrus; DJ 
Owens Sun, Embassy Club; HouseBeats, 
Mari; MyHOUSE, M Café; DJ Marie Garcia, 
Embassy Cuisine; Happy Yummy, Govern- 
ment; Jive Fridays, Temple; The Jerks, 70s 
Bistro; Gogo Fridays, Bed; DJs Scratchmark, 
Bliss & Shorty, Prince of Jaipur; Mitch Valdes, 
Captain's Bar; Acoustic Jive, Streetscape 
Shangri-La Plaza 


Schedules may change without prior notice, 
For more information and a complete listing of 
events, text 24/7 through your mobile phone 
and send to 2949 (Globe) and 209 (Smart). 
Log on to mag24-7.com or pick up your free 
copy of 24/7 NOCTURNAL NAVIGATOR at bars 
and restaurants around the city. Submit your 
schedules before Wednesday to events@mag24- 
7 com and mag24_7@yahoo com 


Superman Returns | 
“G{[Supermalls 


the epic action-adventure Superman Returns, a soaring new 
chapter in the saga of one of the world’s most beloved superheroes. 


SUPERMAN 


RET URN S. 


IN iNEMAS JUNE 28 
www:supermanréturns-asia.com — ' 


1 Super Events 


SM Cinema 
' 


Warner Bros. and Global Brands 
SEA, licensing agency of Warner 
Bros. Consumer Products in the 
Philippines, together with Oreo Wafer 
Sticks, Epson, Hanford, and global 
partners Kellogg's, Pepsi Mirinda, 
and SM Supermalls, SM Cinema, 
SM Department Store and Toy 
Kingdom bring you the original 
superhero. 


Superman Returns will be 
shown in 25 SM Malls with 
accompanying interactive events 
where SM shoppers and 
Superman fans are given the 
opportunity to vicariously 
experience the super powers of 
their beloved superhero. 


Interactive 
Challenges 


The interactive challenges are 
open to SM shoppers who present 
proof of purchase of participating 
sponsors’ products. 


+ Souvenir shots with your 
favorite superhero courtesy 
of Epson printers 


+ Superman toys, apparel 
and accessories in all branches 
of SM Department Store, 
Toy Kingdom and SM Cinema 
lobbies 


+ Free limited edition 
Superman Returns posters 
for a minimum P300 purchase 
of Superman products in 
SM Department Store and 
Toy Kingdom (with DTI-NCR 
Permit No. 1348, Series of 2006) 


* Special treats by Pepsi 
Mirinda at SM Cinemas 


pe 


CALENDAR 
OF 
ACTIVITIES 


JULY 1-10 
SM City Pampanga 
SM City Lucena 
SM City Clark 
JULY 11-20 
SM City Bicutan 
SM City San Lazaro 


JULY 16-22. 
SM City Bacoor 


"OU 


CINEMA 
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Here's how to enjoy Sun Sulit Calls E Ушар: FOR 6 PEO, 


1. Sun Cellular Prepald Subseribers may wow enjoy one (1 hoor = * Get more Local Sun-to-Sun minutes when you 


of Local Sun-to-Sun alls for only P30 with Sulit alls eset tit teh wifi ee vue 
Thats PO.50/minatel ШЕЙ. = TES 
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+ Via The Mall visit The MalbMell Assistant IMPORTANT REMINDERS: m m ordre 
My Acsount>PrepaldsBuyVolze VOICE 1 To måximize your Sun Sulit Calls, make sore you do wot have 24/7 [777] шы erent ee 
* For purchases via SMS and The Mall you will eed fohave Call Text Unlimited and Paylite Call &-Text United. 
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* Upon successful purchase of Sum Sulit Cals, = Son Cellular Prepald SIM (SIM with 7 days of 24/7 Call $ Text Unlimited dis V А = Cate vadis Tama) 
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ji MOTÓLAND. Super! exclusive photos of } 
|! Moto PEBL by David La Chapelle 
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is increasingly clear that, when it cames to 


F] 


к bridging the digital divide between rich and poor, “өтт 


the mobile phone, and not the personal computer, 
has the most potential.” -The Economist 


HAT DO THE NEXT BILLION 
want? This -was the, core 
question that mobile giant’ 
Motorola seemed to have plenty of an- 
t swersto. 

At CommunicAsia 206, this region's largest. 
~-event io.celebrate-the wired and the wireless, 
Motorola flaunted catchphrases such as *con-- 
necting the unconnected,” "end to end solu- 

tions” and “seamless mobility” 

The Singapore Expo became a playground for 
technophiles from all over, each one hungry for 
infotech more than the other. Looking like.a 

, school fair for cool global geeks, it was mobile 
madness, to say the least. I chose to stay and tin- 
ker with technology at the Moto booth, which 
looked like a rockstar stadium with а giant 
poster of a SIVRD David Beckham staring down 
at cell phone-crazy consumers. Motorola Philip- 
pines’ Patrick Aronson and Mari Litonjua be 
‘came my mobile guides as they took me on a 
digital tour of the Moto station. Hell 

7" Immediately catching my golden eye 
shimmering new Dolce & Gabbana phone (it 
even has a metallic eel skin case). From my pe- 
iphery, I could also spot other fashionistas go- 
new colors of the PEBL, 


7 ange is the new pink. / 
Aside from the new Colors of the Moto f /. 
PEBL, another thing that made my jaw drop | 


a 
= 
ference. $c, in continu- 


ing Motorola's bid for mobile megalomania, d 


otomobile portfolio of five stylish new models 
launched. Two value prized clamshells the | 


W375 and W220 bring color and style in one ej 
citing  "enterainmenton-the-go" package, 
‘while the W208, W170 and W210 take the can- 
dy bar to another level, at the same time mai 
taining affordability and Moto's iconic design. 

Not only that, Moto interactive shops that 
serve as flagship stores, play place and service 
centers will soon be up in Manila—first in Mall 
of Asia and another in Glorietta. 
should watch out for that, 

io how do they capture the next billion? 


giving consumers the best of the basics, , 


features that matter and products 
that look great.” . > 
Well say hel 


y 


was the larger than life images of David La | 2-7 


Chapelle for his Moto campaign—we have 
exclusive PEBL photos on this page. 

"We are in the business of selling \ 
clamshells and candy bars,” said a Moto ex- 
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ee Flores’ > 
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i more than 
One 
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SPREADS TS I CA 


ETHOS executive creative 
director Mannix Рейа, 


tion, they were thrilled tendees—nail pampering gift certifi- 

‘Angelica Магаси, Fund Raising cates from Nail Spa, jewelry from 
Officer of MAWE said: “It was а wish Morellato, a watch from Officina del 
come true. We have Jong been plan- Tempo, and an Escada bag. 


held at the Rockwell Power Plant 
Mall. Ethos Executive Creative Dir 


T? WORLD HÀS tor Mannix Peña, said that it was the 


By Pam Pastor 


welcomed the return firm’s way of sharing its success with 


ҮП its friends and supporters. ning totake the kidsto a movienight ^ It was a memorable night both for 
of Superman with “Mannix had been а МАМЕ sup- {and organize a fund-raising.” the kids and the grownups. 
open arms. porter when he was still in Canada. Funds and pledges raised that Ethos promises that this is just 


night will go to MAWE to help mobi- the start. They are hoping that indi- 
lize and continue the foundation's viduals and companies would real- 
quest of turning the dreams of chil- -ize the need of institutions like 
dren with life-threatening illnesses Make-A-Wish and they are calling 
into reality. for action to address the plight of 
That night, guests enjoyed good- the needy. 

ies from the sumptuous spread that Тһе kids settled back to watch 
Һай been set up by French Baker. And their favorite red-caped champion 
as everyone walked into the theater, оп the big screen but inside that dark 
they were handed black boxes con- theater they were also surrounded  j 
taining caramel popcorn and drinks, _ by real-life heroes. d 

Prizes were also raffled offfortheat- ^ Superman will be proud, 1 


Virtually every theater in the “Now that I'm back here and have 
country has been showing the film е opportunity to help, I make sure 
since Wednesday, with special that Ethos Strategy will carry this 
screenings and exclusive premieres philosophy that 1 always believe in- 
rolling left and right. that life is mainly about living it well 

‘The one I attended was extra-spe- for yourself and others. And ГЇ do + 
cial, because it was for the children what I can to share this vision and 
of Make-A-Wish Foundation. show others that they can do the 

To celebrate its first year, creative same," he said. 
solutions and design company ох When Mannix told the people be- 
chose to hold First Night, a special hind МАМЕ that the institution was 
movie night for the MAWF children, the chosen beneficiary ofthe celebra- — MAKE-A-Wish Foundation president Kahlil 
Bagatsing gives the kidsa warm, big hug. 


with your family and loved ones, only here at Ayala Malis, 


H Glorietta Ayala Center Cebu Alabang Town Center Market! Market! 

j Glorietta 4 Park Lagoon Activity Center Activity Center 

{ June 18, 6pm June 30, 6pm July 1, брт July 8, 6pm 

H Customer Service: Customer Service: Customer Service: Customer Service: fs 
i 752-7272 (032)231-5342 loc. 324 842-2782, 772-1860 886-7519 = 
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From Mount Everest?! 
Is BOUNCING! R 43 
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Bouncy Little 


BUT SNeWBALLS $0? МҸ SNOW- 
gon't Bounce! SALUS A 
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By Pam Pastor for gutsy, determined and shopa: 
holie Filipinos to become the 
000 NEWS SHOPA- Philippine representative to the 
G holies! The Hong Kong Hong Kong Shopper of the Year 
Tourism Board (HKTB) contest. 
welcomes back the much-await- — Avid Filipino shoppers ages 18 
ed Hong Kong Shopping Festival. and above, with valid passports 
This Discover Hong Kong Year, and have been to Hong Kong, are 
the shopping extravaganza will welcome to join the Search for 
take visitors in a fun and frenzied the Philippine Representative to 
tide, with the best bargains and the Hong Kong Shopper of ће 
fantastic deals that Asia's world Year Contest to prove that Fil- 
city has to offer. From June 2410 ipinos can shop with the best of 
‘Aug. 31, revel in unbeatable them! So, grab a partner and 
shopping fun in Hong Kong high- troop to the Glorietta Activity |. 
lighted by amazing selections of Center (Nautica side) on these 
goods, excellent quality service as dates: July 7-9 and July 14-16 
Well as late-night dining and at- and be a step closer in represent- 
tractive shopping promos. ing the Philippines in this 
"Taking this experience to even thrilling shopping olympics in 
greater heights is the exciting an- Hong Коп! Just present any 
ual Hong Kong Shopper of the Р500 proof of purchase from any 
Year contest! Take part in this store located in the mall and tell 
unique &once-in-a-lifetimeshop- us in the most creative way possi- 
ping challenge and be one of the Ме why you & your partner 
premier shoppers from all over should be the Philippine Repre- 
the world vying for the coveted ti- sentative to the Shopper of the 
tle of “Shopper of the Year.” Year Contest in Hong Kong. After 
‘To prove that Filipinos have the audition period, judges will | 
what ittakes to battle it outin the determine 5 finalists who'll move 
Shopping arena, the Hong Kong on tothe next & final round to de- 
Tourism Board is on the look out termine the winning pair. 


tes 4th of July 
Philippine-American Friendship Day 


in cooperation with LEGENDA 


Audience Impact / Appeal - 20% 
Ability to express himself/herself- 20% 


V come and Celebrate With ШИ ы = RE 
: 


n H = e MEE 
Veces Ted 4PM MOTORCADE Assembly at the Waterfront Boardwalk 
Creativity / Resourcefulness- 20% Route: Freeport - Barretto - Olongapo City - Boardwalk 
The grand prizewinner gets an all-expense paid trip to Hong УРМ PROGRAM аак Waterfront Road 


Kong, for that once-in-a-lifetime chance to compete with shop- 
pers from around the globe, and premier bragging rights as the 
*2006 Shopper of the Year”! Other amazing prizes are also up for Barbecue Party with Live Band Performances 


grabs for the winning shopping athletes! So tap into your inner 5 р TES 
Shopping prowess and flex those bargain-hunting muscles and Featuring: Flintstones and the Gang (Songs of 50's, 60's, 70s & 80's) 
Philippine Airforce Band * 


attest to your love for everything shopping. Join the Search for 3 
A i на Oldies But Goodies > — 


the Philippine representative to the Hong Kong Shopper of the ч 
Year and don’t miss your chance to join the shopping extravagan- BONGO Band with Olongapo City Mayor Bong Gordon 
Anna International Promotions } =% = 


+ Special Dance Performance by the Ameraslans Ț 


Е! Centro of Legenda Hotel (alternative event venue] 


2a in Hong Kong! 

To know more about the 2006 Hong Kong Shopping Festival 
and Hong Kong, visit www.discoverhongkong.com. For more in- à 4 y 
formation about the Shopper of the Year Contest, please call HK- 8PM` FIREWORKS DISPLAY :*..* - 
TB c/o Perceptions Inc. at 891-3396 or 891-3485 and look for Aja 
Totanes or Frances Melliza. 


| % 
t For inquiries & reservations, | 


„ please cali SBMA Tourism 
at (047) 252-4123 / 424273 


FREE SHUTTLE ar KALAKLAN GATE GOING TO THE BOARDWALK starting 6 3PM visit www.subicbay.com.ph- i 


rs for 
' NESCAFE brings yous. °° 67 At Lco 
NESCAFE Classic First Pick 17 (2 


Pick, a limited’ edition coffee made „тот coffee cherries ; 


handpicked at the beginning of the harvest season. 
РЯ > 


3 "The new product promises a truly satisfying coffee drinking 

éxperience to its consumers, brought about by а unique 

^i 4 roasting process that brings out the fresh, flavourful taste and, 
п . 


ү aroma of these first pick coffee cherries. 


. NESCAFE Classic First Pick is a celebration of Filipino cof- 
| fee quality and expertise. It bears the Kape Isla seal, a 
guarantee that the product uses 100%; Philippine coffee. 
Apart from that, each’ First Pick coffee cherry is carefully 
, Selected and handpicked by skilled Filipino farmers, to en- 

4 sure that only the highest coffee-making standards are met. 


rr 
eee ee 


— 


Nestlé has long been sourcing its coffee from about 100,000 
Filipino farmers; It also deals with about 300,000 other peo- 
ple in the country who are in one way or another involved in 
the planting, harvesting, or processing and trading of coffee. 


Likewise, the Nestlé coffee farm in Davao provides 80% of 
all robusta coffee planting materials in the Philippines. it is 
this access to coffee farms and field experts that helped Nestlé 
discover that the first ripe and red coffee cherries picked 
during the start of the harvest season, when carefully 
selected and roasted brings about a uniquely fresh and 
flavourful cup. 


NESCAFE Classic First Pick limited edition is still 
available in 50g boxes. Grab one now, while it's still there for 
the picking. 


GET YOUR FIRST GREAT DEAL 
WHEN YOU FLY WITH US. 


Slo your journey to a fabulous shopping frenzy by fing Sin 
favel puckoge il includes a rounding Economy Clos от 


with daily breakfast including cirport/hotel transfers, En roule, you'll 


SINGAPORE 


from 


us$298 


4day/3-night hotel 


sore Airlines. For only USD298, ovail of an exciting 
four das ond fag rigis hotel accommodation 


"eniay KrisWorld, your personal inflight 


nlerleinment system and of course, the inflight service other crines talk about, Contact your travel agent today, 


or vis us ot singaporair.com. 
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Who's 
B 
Pappa? 


ORLDWIDE WOMB, . THE 
event organizers that brought 
DJ Tiesto to Manila is bringing 
in another talent that will have everyone 
buntpin' and grinding once again. Born їп 
the Australian outback and raised by wild. 
dingoes, DJ. Anthony Pappa was a child 
„prodigy when the Avalanches were mere 
‘snowballs on. a mountainside. Having 
‘worked in the family business from an early 
age, he decided to strike'out on his own and 
“become! an international renowned: dise 
jockey, in the. days when - international 
renowned disc jockeys were as rare as tap . 
dancing marmosets. If not rarer. 

‘Anthony was alarmingly good from 
the off. Annoyingly good. At the tender 
age of 15, he entered Australia’s DMC 
Mixing Championships. And won. Not: 
content with this, he worked regularly in 
the clubs in native Melbourne, where he 

` forged a reputation as one of the city’s 
hottest DJs.tn 1993. Mixmag organized 
a mixing competition (it was а forerun- 
ner to Muziks Bedroom Bedlam contest) 

id he won that, too, with à brilliant and. 
musically clever mix of funky and vocal 
house; Ч 

In 1994, frustrated at being halfway 
arqund the world from‘where the musi 
he loved twas happening, he hopped on 
banana boat and landed in Southampton 
docks six weeks later armed with a ba; 
fullof records, and a cache of funnel web 
spiders. Hookirig up with Dave Seaman 
anda sinister enclave of DJs and produc- 
ers based in Maidenhead and Slough, he 
plotted his takeover of the world. He 
struck а friendship up with еп} 
neer/producer Alan Bremner and to." 
getlier they formed Freefall: by day mild. 
mannered janitors at the Daily Globe, by 
evening world beating dance music mak- 
eis. 

Gigs began to arrive as he established. 
himself in the UK. First a trickle, then a 
flood’ (these days, the passport rarely 
leaves his back pocket). Both promoters 
and punters noticed something particu 
lar about the мау he played: smooth 
mixing, musically complementary, great 
programming. ` Trainspotters noticed 
something el 
was organized in ke 

Thanks to his nefarious links with Mr. 
Seaman, Freefall was signed to Str 
Records, and they released two singles 
Their debut, ‘Shrug’, was followed by 
‘Skydive’, a tougher-than-leather mai 
room anthem that said; “We're here, and 
мете not going until you've notice us.” 
They were duly noticed. They have also. 
done a few remixes including Beloved's 
‘Sun Rising 

His Resolution mix album is Anthony's 
7th in his career so far, including ones for 
compatriots Mushroom and Stress. Pap: 
pa was also responsible for last year’s ac. 
claimed debut for Global Underground 
offshoot, Nu-Breed, which saw his face 
(not to mention blue jacket and brown 
eyebrows) splattered all over every 
available poster site in Britain. 

Catch Anthony Pappa live at Embassy 
tonight. Presented by Motorola and Dun- 
hill, Gates open at 10. p.m. Tickets are 
priced P700. 
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(Warning: Don't read on if you 
haven't seen the movie!) 


EVE SEEN THE MAN 
of Steel cruise through 
the skies, back into the 


the lives of the little people who 
really need his help. It was a thrill 
to see о? Clark fumbling about 
the Daily Planet once again (hey, 
‘even superheroes have day jobs) 
and jonesing over Lois Lane (hey, 
teven superheroes get rorpe), Tt 
fias an even bigger thrill to.see 

Superman in Pacquiao-like form. 
(except he's tall, blue-eyed and 
Caucasian) deflecting bullets, 
lifting small continents, and uh 
~ lifting Lois Lane. 

Ot course, there came to that 
not-so-small matter that com- 
prised the gyst and twist of the 
movie. (If you haven't-seen the 
movie yet, do not read on) We're 
talking about the controversial 


plot point that should get the 3 


Catholic Church all Da Vinci-like 
onus. (Irsa bird!) There seems to 
bea trend of powerful beings not 
having protected sex these days! 
Trust us, we didn't see it coming 

. who would've thunk? Super- 
man ain't a V-boy anymore! Natu- 
“rally, a lot of questions started 
forming in our evil little heads. 
{Allow us to enumerate: 

+With the ongoing debate on 
whether sex education should be 
offered in publie schools, this 
‘imovie raises an interesting cas 
‘was Superman's carelessness а. 
product of his lack of sex ed? 

+Did Lois find it weird at all 
that after stripping Superman of 
his underwear, he was still fully 
clothed? Dibs on the shirt that 

t says, "Lois loves Latex.” 

“+If someone actually walked 
^in on them, would they have ex- 
claimed, “it’s a bird? 

+50 Lois smokes now. Did Su 
perman use his superbreath ro ex 
tinguish her post-coital ciggi 

* While Lois was carrying Su 
perfetus, didn't she suffer from 
some superhemmorhagi y 
time the baby kicked inside her 
womb? 

+Why does Superman's 
suffer from asthma? Is it because 
he can't breathe the air on earth? 
Is it similar to the problems of 
royal couples bearing sick! 
bies? 

+ Superman, lest we 
а freaking alien from the planet 
Krypton, So if he and Lois 
lated, that’s like two different 


copu 


species mating. Wouldn't that be 
like a bear and a fish mating? 
(Are we overanalytical or what?) 


son get affected by the kryptonite 
crystal that Lex Luthor bran- 
dished in front of his face? 

+Оп а serious note, with Su- 
perman as an iconic figure in pop. 
culture, what does this signify for 
this generation? If the previous 
generation looked up to Supei- 
man as the ideal of goodness, pu- 
rity and moral uprightness, how 
will the next generation see Su- 
perman? Thus, a whole can of 
worms opens up—for films not 
only mirror reality, they have the 
power to contribute to the ever- 
changing reali 
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increase your chances of passing. 


MSA Entrance Tests Review 


DeLaSALLE UST 


Professional Review 


LET 


Civil Service Exam 
NMAT 
GMAT GRE 
IELTS TOEFL 


Law Aptitude Exam 


universities abroad 


Sit Fairview 


935-0011 


59° 


Makati 


815-1307 
813-0943 


JA SA. Register now 


Alabang Caina 


850-6550 
850-6551 


646-8243 


925-7544 » 929-9145 
435-6062 « 925-4602 


Cebu 


255-2191 
255-2193 


Antipolo 


646-8245 


Paid for the vacation, 


Stop worrying. 


the tuition fees, 


and other expenses. 


— 


Start reimbursing! 


Turn your receipts into cash with the 


Equitable Card Multi-Purpose @-Payy Installment Plan 


Reimbuise your travel school. and other expenses 


and pay on 


instaliment lor as low as 1.25% per month for 12 months 


You can also choose irom our flexible payment terms 


of 3. 6. 18 and 24 months. 


Hurry! Apply now and turn your receipts into Lash! 


J 867-7977 


1-800-1888-3264 (Domestic Toll-Free) 


www-equitablecard.com 


RETAKE OF PRECEDING FRAME 


Text and photos by Tim Yap є 


'OU ARE INSPIRATION, WE 

are innovation.” That is the 

latest gospel of beauty ac- 

cording to Nick Hotham, P&G 

=] Beauty's Global Communications 
^] Director. 

Tam seated in a Jetsons-meets-Clockwork- 
Orange-inspired, pseudo-futuristic lounge 

‘overlooking the Sydney har- 
bor mingling with global ex- 
perts on beauty as they dis- 
cuss what lies ahead for vani- 
ty obsessed folks like you and 
me. The Overseas Passenger 
‘Terminal in Circular Quay in 
Sydney became ground zero 
for trend forecasters as they 
preached the results of years 
of research on consumer be- 
havior, all under the umbrella 
of “Igniting the Future of 
Beauty.” 

No space suits in this bub: 
ble, just your chic and friend- 
ly biack-clad lab rats, includ- 
ing’ myself, eager to know 
what the next big thing is. Cu- 
rious, I walked around this In- 
stitute of the Future, ran past 
the seminar area and discov- 
ered four zones, including a 
sexy science lab, a luxury spa, 
а fragrance bar and a male 

grooming zone, all designed in a peek-a-boo 
interactive space that was meant to tickle and 
tingle the senses, as products of the present 
and future ought to be. 

То know what makes us tick, companies 
like Procter & Gamble spend $50M a year on 
beauty consumer research. They are inspired 
by what makes our world tumble and turn, 
observing anything and everything S.U.PE.R, 
and getting the help of scientists, trend ana- 
lysts, celebrities and professionals.to keep 
abreast of the goings on in this fickle industry. 
At this P&G Beauty forum, I got to hobnob 
with this team of experts whose studied 
hands help dictate the future of what we need 
in terms of beauty, skincare and grooming. 


€ 
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The Future of Beauty 

Here are 4 major trends, from the gospel 
according to P&G Beauty that will dictate our 
(near) future. 1 
1. ‘No Age’ Society : 

This particular trend focuses on "defying 
age.” It is a new attitude towards aging, where 
emphasis is on better health for longer lives, а 
sort of a redefinition of the term “fountain of 
youth.” People naturally want to stay youthful 
for a long time. It gives us а reality check, t 
knowing we cannot kid nature, but we can cer- 
tainly better the quality by which we live our 
lives. Key words are forever young, energy, 
young at heart, kidults etc. Case in point, Kris 
Aquino's Pantene . Age Defying Shampoo, 
which continues to be sold out in stores. 


2. Light 

With humans having a deep seated desire for 
greater transparency and openness and a desire 
for all things “pure,” this trend for light reflects à 
luminous, glowing, radiant and shiny aura that is 
evident in one's well being, which is seen on the 
surface of the skin, Note Oil of Olay campaigns „ 
and SK- (skincare secret of rie Japanese, and," 
now, Singapore) ads: Or when hair reflects light, 
itis deemed to be healthy. On a deeper level, it 
goes down to personal spirituality. 5 
3. Luxury i 

Luxury makes consumers feel more desir- 
able. From designer fragrances to bespoke 
suits, there is this whole democratization of 
luxury. What was once out of reach is now 
available and affordable. IfI can't afford Guc- 
ci clothes, ГЇЇ just buy Gucci Envy perfume. 
The buzz words “mass-tige,” a hybrid of 
“mass” and "presitge" and “mass-clusivity" 
(from "mass" and "exclusive"), were born 
from this trend. ‚ 


4, Male Grooming 

Masculinity is in transition. From the ideal 
of machismo John Wayne, it has shifted to а 
sensitive Orlando Bloom. The future for men is 


made stating that women are increasingly get- 
ting independent of their men while men are } + 
increasingly getting dependent on their wom- 

en. The metrosexual is still there; about to be 
replaced by the ubersexual, anothernew breed | 
that embodies men who do not just care about 
themselves, but about others as well. 

Beyond these trends, we were faced by oth- 
йг beauty scene namedroppables, people like 
international hair stylist Sam McKnight, 
who's been responsible for the looks of Nao- 

mi, Kate Linda, even Lady Diana! His words, © 
"Color is the new style—there's infinite ways 
of changing the color of your hair," is some- 
thing I've adhered to for quite some time now, 

I then went to the bar, where aside from 
colored cocktails, they were spraying fruity 
Lacoste scents. Walter Johnsen, P&G Beauty's 
resident “nose,” said, "Fragrance is an amaz- 
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SM Advantage continues to provide its members 
an exclusive Philam Insurance Privilege! 


SM Advantage Card - SM's 
renowned loyalty program has re- 
cently tied up with Philam Insur- 
ance Co., to provide another bene- 
fit exclusive to its continuously in- 
creasing membership base. 

Upon reaching 120 points the 
SM Advantage Card member is au- 
tomatically provided with a P100, 
000 Personal Accident Insurance 
for 1 whole year, This is another 
benefit provided exclusively for 
SM Advantage Card members. 

Philam Insurance Company, Inc., 
is a member of Philam Group of 
Companies, which includes Phil- 
amlife and Gen- 
eral Insurance, 
Philam Саге, 
Philam Plans, 
Philam Bank, 
Philam Asset 
Management, 
Philam Proper- 
ties and AIG 
Credit Card. With 
assets worth over 
P8.9 Billion, 
Philam Insurance 
is considered to- 
day as one of the 
largest in the in- 
dustry. 

American In- 
ternational Group 
is a worldwide 
leader in finan- 
cial services and 
the largest com- 
mercial insurer in 
the world. AIG 
has offices in 
over 130 coun- 
tries and juriédic* 
tions worldwide. 
AIG has been in 
the insurance 
business for 75 
years and has as- 
sets worth over 
US $798 Billion. 
AIG is a member 
of the World 
Travel and 
Tourism Council. 
In the Philippines 
AIG is represent- 
ed by the Philam 
Group of Compa- 
nies. 

Eligible SM 
Advantage Card 
Members shall 
automatically be 
covered by Phil- 
am Insurance for 
Personal aécident 
upon accumula- 
tion of .120 
points. 
Eligibility: 
Eligible age/ 
Entry Age: 18 to 
65 years old. 

e Have an 
available balance 
of 120 SM Ad- 
vantage Points or 
more, 

SM Advan- 
tage Card Mem- 
bers who are not 
yet covered by 
this Philam Acci- 
dent Insurance 
Program — from 
last year or its 
previous SM Ad- 
vantage Insur- 
ance Program, 

e Who have 
not opted out 
from this Philam 


Accident Insurance Program or 
from the previous SM Advantage 
Insurance Program. 

‘A token payment of 20 points is 
automatically deducted from every 
qualified member's points balance. 

Members who are currently not 
eligible because they have less than 
120 points will be included in the 
program when they reach the re- 
quired points balance. 

Review and consideration of eli- 
gibility of succeeding members 
will be done every 15th of each 
month and effectivity of coverage 
will commence on the 16th of the 
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same month, 

Now you can enjoy shopping and 
also peace of mind with this com- 
prehensive personal accident plan 
designed for you by Philam and 
provided for you by your loyal SM 
Advantage Card to protect you and 
your family against uncertainties 
and financial difficulties brought 
about by accidents. 

Insurance Coverage Includes: 

24 hour coverage, 365 days a 
year, worldwide! 

* Accidental Death Benefit. 

Disability Benefits. 

* Unprovoked Murder and As- 


sault Coverage. 

Accidental Burial Expense Re- 
imbursement. 

* No Medical Examination Re- 
quired. 

* Entry age: 18 to 65 years old, 
renewable up to age 72. 

* Commercial Flying Coverage. 
Exclusions: 

War or war-like operations, mili- 
tary or naval service, willful partic- 
ipation in any crime, self-inflicted 
injury or attempted suicide, osteo- 
porosis, childbirth, miscarriage, or 
any pregnancy-related complica- 
tions, accident or loss while under 


the influence of alcohol or unpre-: 
scribed drugs, professional sports. 

*Note: This Ad contains only a 
general description of the coverage 
and is not a statement of contract. 
All coverages are subject to the ex- 
clusions and conditions of the actu- 
al policy. 

2.1 Million and Growing! 

To date, there are around 2.1 Mil- 
lion SM Advantage Card Mem- 
bers. SM Loyalty Card is not only 
to keep members loyal to SM but is 
also SM's way of being loyal to its 
patrons and millions of Filipino 


shoppers. от 


To have protection. 


Peace of 


mind. 


That is a privilege! 


For only 20 points 

SM Advantage members 
get a P100,000.00 
Personal Accident Insurance 
for one year. 


No registration needed. SM Advantage members who are between 
18 to 65 and have 120 accumulated points are automatically eligible! 


insured SM Advantage Card Members whose policies have expired 
from the previous insurance campaign are also automatically 
qualified for this current program. 


Philam Insurance will be more than delighted to hear from you! 


Call Philam's Hotline at (02) 528-5400 for your inquiries. 
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SM Advantage members who do not wish to avail of the offer may opt out via any of the following 


methods: 


* SMS: Register first by sending SMAC REG «16-digit SMAC tt» «4-digt PIN» to 2213 
"Text SMAC INSURANCE OUT to 2213 [Р2.50Лех] 

* Fax: Fax the accomplished form to 833-8888 (IVRS-press option 5) 

= Customer Service Counter: Fil-out and cut-out the form below and submit to the Customer 

Service Counter at any SM Department Store Branch. 


You have until July 15 to opt out. f we do not hear from you by then, you wil be automatically enrolled in 
this program and 20 points wil be deducted from your SM Advantage Account, 
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ed extraordinary women who atè more than just 
physically beautifa) but also gifted with amazing 
talents and a fervent passion for making а differ- - 
ence in thelr fields.” , ч › 
„7 "Thecrowd, а mega mish mash of fashion indus- 
тту insiders, lifestylistas and nightlife mainstays sa- 
vored the free-flowing Moet et Hennessy at the 
‘open bar welcoming Mega's retinue of beauties, 
| -who were all transported:to the museum aboard =- 
the Mercedez Benz EClassahdS Class, --,  - 
Looking around the stilettoed set was like hop- 
ping from page to page of Mega Poblishing’s стоит 
jewel: Just like. fashion; Mega has trüly evolved. 


MARGA Vazquez, MMPI VP and. 
‘Lorraine: - 


T 
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V PAOLA Tornito and MMPI 
‘President and CEO Sari Yap 


).580:8855-0" toll iile 


